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Lord, [Meſſiah ] Teach us to Pray, as John ſ\the Fore- 
runner} Taught by Diſciples. 
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PLintedgor John Salwabary, at the Riſmng-S74 in {ornhs, 
1692, 


The PREFACE to the Expoſition 
upon the Prayer, Feſus Chrift hath T aught 
us in the Goſpel, as the Prayer of the 
Kingdom. 


H 1$ Prayer, Taught by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 
z5.of due Right, the Admiration and Veneration of al/Seri- 
ous and Underſtanding Chriſtians; hath yet been wery lit- 
tle underſtood in the Excellency of its Spirit, and High In- 

tention, : f 
I confeſs my ſolf to have been much in the Dark concerning it, till this ve- 
ry Earneſt Application of my Thoughts to it, and much diſtratted in my Zudz- 
ment about it : But I am now ſatzsfied, even to Humble Aſtoniſhment at the 
Divine YViſdom of it, underſtanding it as the Prayer of the Kingdom, 
which hath given me Reſolution in great Doubts concermug it, as I ſha 

mop hriefly preſent, and more fully Treat in the following Diſcourſe. 


I. It ſeemdvery perplexing to me, whether thzs prayer was intendeded as 
aForm of Prayer, or as a Pattern'of Prayer ; of this 1 have given a 
full Reſolution in tbe following Diſcourſe, That it is a Prayer comprehending 
AIL Prayer, that is according to the word of God ; 7 is a Treaſury, or 
Sea of Prayer, from whi h all Flows, and into which all Returnes, if duly 
Expounded according to the whole word of God; and the word 
of God,as it direfs in Prayer, is referr'd to it. And becauſe, The King- 
dom of Chriſt is in all things the Central Point, where all the Lines of 
Prayer meet That Kingdom muſt needs be alſo the Center of this Prayec 
nd the higheſt Intention of it, and of all contained in it ; Thus, as to the 
Matter of this Prayer , And then, as to the Form of it, It is a Pattern, 
or Exemplar of that Plain, Spiritual,Continned, Unaffelted manner of Pray» 
ing ; And No Other ought to be preſcribed. But as a meer Form, there 
appears no obligation to it, either by precept, or Scripture Example, as zx 
to be ſhowns And further, It being ſo Brief, and ſo Full of Senſe, what 
Thoughts can take in that ſenſe , keeping Time with the Repetition of 
it ; And yet an excited underſtanding,and Enfiamed Afﬀectiions are no more 
barred from it, than from other expreſſions of Scripture ;, But 'They had need 
be both much exalted, when we uſe this Prayer in the whole Form, that we 
may not take it in vain: It being never intended for a Refuge of Cold or 1;- 
norant Formalities. : ; 

2. 1t ſeemed very Strange to me to find this Prayer to hane ſo many Pett- 


tions, Taken from the Jewiſh Focmules, or little Forms of Pericion ſo ge- 
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nerally Allowed by All Converſant to their Writings , to have been per a} x 
mong them. This Enclined me to Think, It was a Prayer, given only fir 
the Time then being, to the Apotles, till the Deſcent of the Holy Spj. 
rir upon them. But Obſerving it to hz the Prayer of the Kingdom, 
given by the Meſſiah, 7 Find it very azreeabie to the Suvlimation (f 
what was Found among the Jews; as of their Baptiſmal waſhings into 
the [nſtitution of Baptiſm, and the Cup of Bleſſing into that of the Lords 
Supper ; So the Prayer uſual among them for the Kingdom of Meſſiah, 
and the Bleed Privileges of that. State, are exalted by Chriſt into this 
Prayer; To oy the Intereſt the Jews had in this Great Kingdom, ang 
the Ancient Promiſes of it all along the Propheſies; and ſo moſt Fittly is 
a Prayer Compoſed out of their Peritions for this Kingdom. 
3-. Tcould wot, but be under much fcruple, and trouble, to Find, that the 

Prayer of our Great Mcdiator ſhould not bear his Name; in which we 
' are to Pray to the Father, nor carry any Expreſs Mention of His Re- 
demption, nor of the Spirir, the Giving of which was the Great, and 
Blrſſed Conſequence of is Aﬀencion : But by conſidering, a5 { have done 
1n the following Diſcourſe, 1 find nothing more Effetfuall to Moove Chrſti- 
ans off from Reſting in and even Idolizing this Prayer as a Form, or to 
carry them to Pray according to it in fo Holy and Admirable manner, 
but to jearch the whole Goſpel to find the Divine Senies ef this Prayer, 
and not with out underſtanding it to be Satisfied in the ſo often Repetitions 
of it, ſo cotrary to the very End of its Inſtitucion, 

The Doubts being thus Remooy/d ; T find awery Glorious and Admira- 
ble Harmony #.the Petitions, with that Kingdom of Chriſt, as it 
ſhall Appear in its Full Dimenſions of Happineſs, and Blefſedneſs ; And 
therefore, altho, all the Preſent Holy, and proper Senſes of each Petition 
are no way wavy'd or diſparag'd hy this Diu, but earneſtly Recommended; 
Tet it is Proved, that till the Higheft Elevation of this Prayer, and of every 
Petition 2n 2t is the Kingdom of _e Chriſtz and therein we are to Pray 
in the Holy Spirit for that Kingdom, without which we can never Pray 
this Prayer aright, nor Read it, as our Saviour Commands us, or declare of 
His Servants, that they do ſo, viz. Expound it, when they Pray Aright 
out of the Word of God EE 

Fer it is all along in this Diſcourſe, Endeavored to be Maniffeſted , thus 
we never Pray Aright according to the word of God,but we Pray as ſrom 
the Springs flowing out of this Ocean of Prayer ; and our Prayer Pals into 
it ; So that we ought, andare Commanded to Read vut of It, when we Pray, 
And it is Pronounced in our behalf, that we do ſo Pray, out of it and iutoit, 
mrhen ſoever we ſo Pray, according to the Word of God; tho we do not at 
all Repeat the \N ords,and the Intercefſionof- our Great Mediator,and the 
Yertue of His Mediatory Prayer is allways Falling upon His Servants in ſo 
Praying. 1Therefore Magnify this Prayer, in this Expoſition, and moſt 
Humbly, and Earneſily Recommend it with Al Prayer, axd Suppication, 
fer the Right underſtandibg Ind Holy Uſe of it a © 


—— 


or part of Scripture, may, if it ould be con- 
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The DEDICA T ION 
To the Archbiſhop of 


CANTERBURY. 


H FE following Expoſition is moſt hum- 
bly Preſented, with all Regards of 


Reverenceand Honour, which the Laws and 


Uſages of this Nation have Afix?d to fo 
Great a CharaRer and Station; and to the 
Perſonage in it, with fincereſt Veneration of 
the Exemplary Picty, Holinels of Converſati- 
on, Largeneſls of Mind and LInderſtanding, 
Sagaciouineſs of Reaton, and T ruly Chriſt- 
an Equanimity, Condeſcuution, and Evan- 
gelical Catholickneſs of Spirit, fo illiftrious 


- 1n Him before all the Churches of C:ri5t at 


this Time; and according to tac full Per- 
iwaſion of the Offerer ; who thereiore Be- 
iceches the Acceptance of Himleli, and of 
what is Preſented. 

And ſeeing ſuch adtation isa largeProvince 
of doing Good ; and thata Servant of God 
ought to improve it as ſo ; There is nothing 
can be more Earneltly or Humbly Deiired, 
tnen thar this Expoſ7tionof ſoGrand aPortion 


a o[a's's 
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vinced of Falſhood, or Contrariety to the 
Glory, Wiſdom, ruth and Holineſs of the 
Giver,be Redargued in the ſame manner, Ir is 
endeavour®d to be Argued; not with Re- 
ſpe& to circumſtantial Miſtakes, or Over- 
fights,from which nothing in the pretent ſtate 
is Free,and without any perſonal References 
to the Expoſitor (who beiore hand hays 
himſelf Proſtrate Jwhich can neither add nor 
take away from ſubitantial Truths : For fo is 
the Apoſtolick Preceptto aan Evangelick Per- 
ſon ſeated in Authority todo it ; to Reprove © 
by Elenchiing or Argumentation ; when the 
merit of the caſe requires it ; But it on the 0- 
ther ſide what is written be upright,and words 
of Truth; (ach a Perſon will, Ldoubtnot, take 
carethat He that hath ſo Laboured inthe word 
and Dorine may receive the double Honour al- 
boted by Chriſt; I hele are obligations on Him, 
that is entruſted with a Goſpel Oeconomy. 
Now the Concernment is very great,viF. 
The Expoſetzon of the Prayer {o univerfally 
Styled 7 he Eord's Prayer ; Both becaule the 
Prayer is an ineſtimable T reafure, and even 
Treaſury to all Chriſtians;and that in its very 
- Repe- 
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Repetition, it ismade ſo eſſential to the Form of 


Publick Worſhip in this (as it owns it (elf 


National Church, and by Law Eſtabliſhed. 

The Expoſition is allo Levelled to the Higheſt 
Point of Chriſtianity ; It it. be; as it is declared; fo 
ſupreme a TI ruth of the Goſpel, as the Cingdon: 


of Chriſt, peculiar to Him as the Meſiab,as the - 


great Son of Man i;who hath it written on bis Ve- 


im, and on bis Thigh, King of Kings, Lord of 


Lords; Not only as He hath unchangeably a 
Kingdom,as the eternal Word,or as He now hath 
All Power in Heaven,and Earth. Butin a viſt- 
| ble glorious Kingdom,the Kingdom of the T bout- 


ſand Years ; that great Feſtival of. 'T abernacles, xeten. 


that ſhall be celebrated with everlaſting Joy,with '5: 


Lawrels, Olives and Palms, with all the Glory, 
Verdureand Flouriſh of Paradiſe, when the Pal- 
lace of the higheſt Heaven {hall be, as it were,ſett 
tor that T ime ; the Glory and Throne of God 
and of the Lamb ſhall come down with the. New 


Jeruſalem wto theNewHeaven above,andintothe - 
New Earth beneath, as in Heaven and on Earth, 
according to this Prayer. 'T hisT abernacle-Pate , 


of God with, and comming down to be with men, :3. 


Not They with him ; gives ſtyle to thisFeaſt of 


T aber - 


an” 8; i 
- ay® 


T hz Dedication. 
T abernacles, ſo renowned by the Prophet Z echa- 


7y,C.14. Becaulc it is not the everlaſting Pallace, 
but the 7 abernacle of a thouſand Tears ; at - 
the end of which, as a Kingdom Deli: ar 
wp, It is drawn up again to God All in 
All, and All T abernacle-State cealſes ; And 
ſccing now, as is moſt con5tantly Affirmed, I his 
Kingdom, accordin 2 tOan exact Calculation of 
Soripture-tine, ſhall be in its Succeſſion, and to 
prepare ior its Glory within five Sommers ; and 
that asin the Sermon upon the Witneſſes Riſms, 
herewith Printed ; T here ſhall be the Avant- 
Courriers of that Succeſlion, all along theſe 
very Five Years : This ſolemn Appeal, ac- 
cording to the Greatneſs and Dignity ofthe Sub- 
jecs LI reated of, is Pretented totuch an Angel, 
n the Church of Ghriſt as is Tuly Hoped, 
in whom the National Epiſcopacy and Pasioral 
Office draws toa Point, and Unit, and fois Pre- 

{ented ro All in Him, By 


4 beir mo} Humble Servant 
mnthe Prophecy of Fe 15 
Crit, 


T. BEVERLEY. 


AN 


EXPOSITION 


Of the PR AT ER we Oenecrally Stile, 


The Loz2ds Pzayer. 


According to the — Matthew, and 
Lake, Mat. 6. 9g. Luke 11. 1. 


SHEWING, 


That according to its True Elevation, Ir is 
the Prayer of the Kingdom, viz. of the 
Thouſand Years Kingdom of Chrift, in the 
New Heaven, or Feruſalem above ; and in 


the New Earth, or Feruſalem below. 


Have treated much of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and endeayour'd 
ra demcnitrate it from a great Concert of Scriptures. Now 
This Prayer is a molt deſervedly Celebrated Portion of Scrip- 
ture, and even Summary of Scripture ; eſpeciaily with relati- 
on to Prayer, it being a Prayer taught by Chriſt to his Diſce- 
ples, when he was here upon Earth and in them to all Succcfhons of 
Chriſtians, until his Kingdom comes. Therefore 1t muſt be preſlum'd 
© draw within it {eif whatever is matter of Deſire, and fo of Pray- 
er, throughout the Scripture. Seeing then this Kingdom mult needs bc 
the moſt Earneſt and Paſſionate Defire, and Prayer of the S:rvants 
of Chriſt; It would be a deep ——__ againſt the Doctrine - the 

— 


2 An Expoſition of the Lord's Prayer, 
Kingdom, if itcould notbe found within this Prayer. But on the 0- 
cher fide If ic ſhall be found, thart all the Lines of the Prayer meet 
in it, as in a Center ; ſo that it muſt be, according to its Trne Ele- 
vation, the Prayer of the Kingdom; It will certainly much incline to 
the Belief of ſuch a Kingdom, Thoſe, who have not hitherto receiv'd 
it intotheir Fai:h, Hope, and Expectation. 

Ic is therefore moſt expedient, I ſhould by the Afſiſtance of the 
Spir:t, undertake an Expoſition of this Prayer ; tince I (on lo great 
Reaſon) eſteem it to be the Prayer of the Kingdom, and therein mani- 
feſt, It is ſuch; an4Jthar, as ſuch, it onght to be Prayed by all the Ser- 
vantsof Chriſt, according to ſuch meaſures of Prayzag it, as ſhall be 
given, until that very Kingdom come; and more elpecially by uz, 
who hve ſo near the — of -it, as we may by the Holy:Books 
underfand we do; and therefore ſhould more earneltly pray for it, («s 
Daniel, of old, for Jeruſalem) by this very Prayer. 

Let it be no Prejudice then, [ beſeech you, to Any, who ſhall read 
this Expoſition ; that I add another Interpretation of this Prayer, as 
the Prayer of the Kingdom, to all rhoſe Interpretations that vou may 
have heretofore receiv'd, and may be now in your Families : For [ 
acknowledge thoſe Interpretations, or Expoſitions, to be of very 
- great, not only Excellency, and Uſe, but alſo Neceffity : I am fo far - 
rtrom drawing you off from them, tiat I receive thern with greateſt 
Veneration and Reverence, and declare of them ſo to others 

Bur think ir not ſtrange, that he who ſpake, 25 never Man ſpake ; 
and therefore moſt Jultly it ought to be beliey'd of. him, that when 
he Taught to pray, he ſa Taught, as never Man, beſides himſelf Taug%t 
zo pray: Think it-nor ſtrange, I ay, that he Compriz'd in this Prayer 
Things beyond the ordinary Apprehenſion, beyon 4 the Surface of 
Things: For he harh ſo fran'd this Prayer, that it begins at th: 
Foundation of the Kingdom, the Spirituality of it in the Works of Grace 
here; and i: riſes to the Top of the Kingdom, in the Glory of an 1lu- 
ftrious Appearance; and ſo guides the Prayers of his Seryants by ir, in 
relation to their State in Grace here, and even to their whole Scare in 
this World, in Subordination to it, as to riſe in their Defires t » that 
higher State of Bodies of the ReſurreFion in Glory ; wherein they ſhall 
Appear before the Throne of God, and of the Lamb, in the New Feru- 
ſalem above ;, and alſo to have regard in their P.ayers, according to 
thts Prayer, to the New Creation of God, in a New Earth, a State of Re- 
fiitution to all the Creatures, as in a New Jeruſalem below: Ad even 
through all T his, our Lord hath in this Prayer peirc'd and ſoar'd be- 
Joo, even into the Kingdom of . Eternity, when Gel ſhall be All in 


Now- 


as the Prayer of the Kingdom. 3 


Now asto the Firſt, the State of the Kingdom of Grace, which is 
now; andalſowith relation to the Kingdom of Eternity, which ſhall 
be atthe utmoſt, bereafter, of the Kingdom Deltzerd up; 1 preſume to 
add nothing to the General Expolitions, already fo fall, bur ſhall 
only endeavour to draw the Lines of the Diſcourle in parallel to the 
Epiphania, or Luſtre of the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, in his Glorious Ap- 

edrdnice. - 

, [ only premiſe in the General, That I reſt upon the Guard of Pro- 
yidence over this Ele& Portion *of Scripture; And that ic hath fo 
watch'd over it, as to furprize and. prevent ahy Change-of it; So 

that we have whatever the Divine Spirit Ditated to the Evangeliſts 

concerning it, and juſt as it DiCtated to each Evangeliſt : I therefore 

matter no Difference of Copies; but as this Prayer is giv.n by Two 

Evangeliſts, and at Two ſeveral Times, and on T wo ſeveral _ 
lions, or Accounts ; ſo God hath preſery'd the Prayer in cach Evan- 
geliſt, as we find it; andſo | proceed to Diſcourſe upon ir. | 

I begin with this Prayer, thereiore, as we hnd it in the Evangeliſt 
Matthew,* wher? it is plac'd in the midſt of the Serman on the Mount ;; 
in which our Lord, gatherinz togcthet the great Heads of the Spiri- 
tuality of the Dotfrine of Chrifiianity, relating tro Pradtice and Adtion,; 
neceſſarily falls upon that high Point of Prayer - Firſt, He Regulates 
the End and Intention of Prayer, as having to do with God only in 
ſecrer, and baniſhes from it all Phariſaic Oftentation, and Deſire to 
be ſeen of Men; and from thence he ſlides into the manner, or mo- 
delling of Prayer, and bars the Heathen way of Praying. from ma- 
king an Invaſion into the Chriſtzan Church, as it ſeems it had done on 
the Jews; upon whom the Gentiles Times of Servitude under the Ro-- 
mans now fate heavy ; and their Principles had too much Leav'ned 
many of rhe Zews: Our Lord therefore Cautions his Diſctples againſt 


the Leaven of Herod, implying the Gentiles; and againſt the Leaven. 


of the Pharifzes, implying the Corrupted Judaiſm, Mark 8. 15. 

And undoubtedly in this very Prayer, .our Lord Remonſtrated to 
All Afrer-Ages of Chriſtians againſt that Falſe 7u !aiſm, and the Gen- 
tiliſm of the Antichriftian Apoſtacy, in this very matter of Prayer ; 
which yet in hisDiz2ne Spirit, HeFore-ſaw would come upon it, under 
the working of the Myſtery of Iniquity, and the Revelation of the Man * 
of Sin: And the Apscalyptick Prophecy forctells ic under thoſe very 
Names, ews ; who Ly#4, in ſaying, They were Jews, and were nt ;, 
and Gentiles, who Crouded intothe Outer Court, and Took away this- 
Daly Sacrifice of Spiritual Enangelical Prayer, and brought in /dolatry 
and Superſtition in rhe room of it. 

When therefore our Great High Prieſt and Prophet Commanded to 
Priy after this manner, giving only the Sammary of Prayer, that muſt 


needs -. 
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nceds intend Enlargement, according to every Head ; and in this 
Plain and Unaffefted Method, and intire Compoſure of Prayer, 
without interruptions, or breakings off ; without Reperitzons, with- 
out intermixed Reſponſals, or Suffrages ; He hath for ever Damned 
All thoſe prefcribed, impoſed Luurgies, and Litanzes, that conſiſt of 
theſe ; and particularly the ſo often Reperitions of this Prayer, which 
is excecdingly injurd, ard affrouted thereby, the very avowed inten- 
tion of it being againſt all AeQed Repetitions, and ſo of it ſelf eſpe- 
cially. Accordingly, the Firſt, and pureſt Times of Chriſtzanity pray'd 
after this Plain, Unatfected Manner of Prayer. 

Ye: it is not to be thought, Ic was any part of our Lord's meaning 
to abridge the pouring out Prayer unto God, when the Soul is full of 
AﬀeCction, and flows out into Expreſſion, as abundant ;even as Him- 
ſelf continued a whole Night in Prayer, and hath left to his Church up- 
on Record, that much larger Prayer, as it were, ſome Sample of his 
Great Interc:ſfion, mo 17. Nor does he lay his Prohibition upon 
the Reperition of the very ſame \Yords, when the Spirit within, in- 
fiſting earneſtly upon the ſame Thing, Naturally chules again, and 
avain, the very ſame Wards; rot he himlelt Thrice uſcd the ſame 
VV ords-concerning the Removal of th- Cup from him. 

Now with this Prayer, as &iven in this Sermon on the Mcunt, hath 
our Lord interwoven many great Principles of Chriſtianity, as he 
makes plain, by euJarging upon them; as that of Forgiveneſs of Treſ- 
paſſes, according to that ; Thut we ſhould forgive, even as we dchre to 
be Forgiven , of ſeeking te Kingdom of God, and the Righteorſncfs of 14 
in the Firſt placc : according to that, Thy Kingdow come ; of trulting 
Providence with the Things o: To Merrow ; according to thar, Give 
us this Day , and of not trulting to the ſaying, Lord, Lord, without 
doing the 1/ill of our Father, according to that, Thy 1#7ll be done ; Of 
All which the Exppiiters of this Frajer in general have cxccilently 
treared. 

Teritbe then allowed, and acknowledg'd, that rhe Sum of the 
Account of our Lord's giving this Prayer, as in the Sermon on the Mount, 
is, Togivea Prayer tn with the whole Dodtrine of Chri- 
ſtrantty, ro all his Diſciples; And his commanding Them to pray after 
ths manner, included a Command to obtain an Acquaintance with 
the Spiritual Senſe and Meaning of this Prayer, which they arc tq 
learn from the whole Word and Goſpel of the Kingdom. For it cannot 
be expetted, the Great Concernmenss of Chriſtianity this Prayer 
refers unto, as they tall within Prayer in general, ſhould be found ex- 
plicicly within this Summary of Pjayer tor them ; That Chriſtians 
therefore way be able ro pray after this manner, or according to the 

ayghty Importances of this Prayer, the Variety of their own Stares, 
and 
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2nd all the Occaſions thereof, and according to the yarious Motions 
of their own Spirits, the whole Word and Goſpel of the Kingdom muſt 
dpel Richly in them; that they may all ſteer by cheCompals of this 
Prayer; as Men upon the Sea ſhape various Courſes, and yer all fail 
by one Compaſs, that never varies; So ſhould we 1n Prayer, by this 
Prayer, underſtood according to the whole Doctrine of Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles, and no otherwiſe to be underſtood. 
Andas to the Manner, That there ſhould be no Preſcribing after 
Chriſt; For what can the Man do, that comes after him ? who would yet 
preſcribe no otherwiſe, chan thus in brief, and in this plain, ſincere 
way, without Artifice, withour Doublings this way, and that way ; 
and yet by ſuch an All-Comprehending Witdom ; that no Man can 
pray according to th: Word of God, but he mult pray according to 
this Prayer; For it is as the Sea to Prayer, All the Riyulers of Prayer 
come out of the Ford of God, gathered into this Prayer, and hicher 
they return again ; whence they come out, thither they return. None 
can pray according tothe Word of God, but however inſenſible we are 
of it, as of Waters coming from the Sea, it 1s a Derivation from this 
Prayer. Nor can any pray according to this Word, but they mult pray 
into this Prayer ; All returns again, All ſinks into it , Falls within its 
Compaſs and Comprehenfion, whether the \Words are ud or not; 
and yet this Prayer will nzyer be fu//; it will nzyer be p:ay'd enough, 
till this Kingdom comes ; Nor can it ever b2 exhauſted, nor the tull 
Senſe of it drawn out, till that Kingdom come, although Al Saints pra 
out of: it , as into it. Now therefore by way of RecolleQion, I 
conclude, this Prayer, as given in the Ev ingelf Matthew, is eipecially 
given with regard to the whole Dofrize of Chritiitanity; and ſo to 
beusd in a Free Expartiation, according to the whole Goſpel. Bur 
then I affirm the Kingdom of Chriſt is one of the greateſt Points of the 
Golpel; and ther other contrary Preſcriptions of Prayer, and with 
Repetitions and Interruptions eſpecially, are forbidden, as, not aftcr 
bon. and great T ranſgreſhons againſt the Szmplicity, that xs in 
TI/E. ; | 
Thus far I bave eemari'd vpon this Prazer, as given in the Evan 
geht Matthew, Iam now to conſider ity as it is piven tie Second 
Time by Chrift. Recorded by the Evangeliſt Luke: For thai it was [c 
given a Second Time, will appear : And it is the more deep'y tote 
apprehended, and weigh'd, becauſe ir was given the Second Time 
upon the ſolemn D. ſire of the Diſciples to bz. Taught to pray, as Fobr 
Taught his Diſciples. Now Chriſt Toaching to pray, as John, the Fore- 
Twner, Taught to tray, (who, though before Chrijt,yet was after him.) 
maſt needs Teach to tray, as the Meſſiah, as the Great:Preeſt, Prophet. 
.and-King, who was io come into the World. T he D.ſciples were tacre- 


yy 
fore 
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fore undoubtedly moved by a Divine Inſtinf, to delire to be Taught to 
pray by Chriſt, as the Great Mafter, in the ſame manner that John the 
Fore-runner Taught his Diſciples, For the Meſſiah, ſo eaching to jray, 
cannot bur be ſuppos'd to comprize in his Prayer the great Intereſts 
his Diſciples and Servants have in his Meſtabſhip ; which is much to be 
obſ: rd ro guide us into the higheſt Senſes of ir, and above what our 
Lord might be ſuppos'd to aim ar, as inthe general DoQtrine of Chri- 
ftianity, and as in the Evangeliſt Matthew ;, though that alſo could not 
be but T ranſcendently High, astoChriſtianiry in general. 

Bur ler us firſt obſerve rhe more Remote and Outward Circum- 
ſtancesof the giving of this Prayer in the Evangeliſt Luke, 

1. As it was given upon the ſo ſolemn Delire of the Diſciples tobe 
Taught to pray; and our Lord givingthe Prayer in th{c IVords , When 

ye pray, ſay ; it may ſeem to'puſh heme to the conſtant uſe of theſe 

ords when we pray. Burt in Anſwer to it, there are theſe Three 
.T hings to be obſerved, which are plain Matters of Fad. 

I. That this Praycr is moſt compleat in Matthew, where it is firſt 
given; and it is to be compleared in Luke, by being compar'd with 
it felf, as given in Matthew. For the Doxological Concluſion, or A(- 
ſcribing the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory for ever and ever, with 
the Amen, the Seal of all, is ro be found only in Matthew ; both 
which the Zews generally us'd in their Prayers, even as Chriſitans do, 
If then the whole and intire Pattern muſt be deriv'd from Matthey, 
even {o muſt the Juſt Eleyation of the Command for the uling it, 
be taken from thence alto, where it is moſt compleat. Now there 
the Command for the uling it isexprefly given thus; After this man- 
aer pray ; ſhewing it to be a Pattern, which muſt be meaſur'd by all 
Scripture; ſo few Werds being elſe inſufficient (as hath been made 
out) to dirett us to pray after that manner. Se thoſe Words in Luke, 
When ye pray, fay, mult be expounded by thoſe in Matthews, When ye 
pray, fay aſter thus manner. 

2. It iscertain by the Courſe of the Gofpel- Hiſtory, That the Pray- 
er,asgiven in Luke, was another diſtin Giving of it, from that in 
Matthew, and wasthe laſt Giving it; and ſome conſiderable Time 
after the Sermon in the Mount ; from whence it is evident, That wheze 

the Form is mul>complear, and had been before given ; the Apoſtles 
did not yet underſtand themſelves oblig'd to the Repetition of the 
Words, or {triftly determin'd to the Form ; For if they had continu- 
ally usd it, as a Form, they could not have been forgetful, That 
Chriſt had a)ready Taught them to pray ; or they muſt have chargd 
his Form of Prayer dire(tly with Inſufficiency ; even there where it is 
moſt a Form ; and in that Sermon, where they were the moſt Dome- 


Kick, or proper Auditors; For he laoked on hzs Diſciples when he beg | 
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as the Prayer of the Kingdom. 7 
his Sermon 3 which mauch afſures, had it been ſuch a Form, they could 
not have forgotten it, as ſo preſcribd. Our Lord therefore, to ſhew 
he had enfolded all the Intereſts of his Goſpel, and of his Kingdom in 
the Prayer he had before Taught ; returns them upon the ſame Pray- 
er, by giving it them a-new, inſogreatParts of 1t ; that they could 
not bur thereby remember ir, and make up whatever was wanting in 
thelaſt giving of it, by his firſt giving itz and therefore they, and 
All Chriſtians after them, are to ſearch further, and deeper into it ; 
And that is one Great Senſe of, when ye pray, ſay ; or, as the Word 
alſo ſignifies, Read; that is, Enlarge with Underſtanding upon the 
Heads of Prayer | have given you before . There All Prayer 1s to be 
found ; there is to be found whatI, as the Meſſiah, am peculiarly to 
Teach my Diſciples ,, beyond what 7obn, the preparer of my way before 
me, was to Teach hzs Diſciples ; Read therefore with Underſtanding that 
manner of Prayer ] have already Taught you. You ask to be Taught, 
Read what T have Taught you ; Read, and underſtand what you Read: 
Thus Reading the words of the Bock of the Prophecy of the Revelation, is. 
Reading with Underſtanding and Expoſition. 

3. It is moſt evident, our Saviour was not Rigid about the Form of 
IVWeords , for he changes the Words in Two Petitions. yet not alter- 
ing the Senſe, viz. in that Petition ; Give us our Paily Bread. In Mat- 
thew it is Thzs Day ; or, as he ſaid, To Day; In Luke, that which is 
for, or according to the Day ; ſo in that Petition , Forgive us our Debts, 1n 
Matthew, our Sins, in Luke, In Matthew, As we forgive our Debtors ; 


| In Luke, For we forgive every one indebted to us. And in the ſame E- 


vangeliſt Luke, Our Lord, ar that Petition, Deliver us from Evil, breaks 
off without the Praiſe- 4ſcribing Concluſion, which we find in Matthew ; 
or the Amen, the fore-named Seal of All. n 

Now from All theſe Things, which are plain Matters of Fa: 
Jaid together, it is moſt evident ; the Senſe of thoſe Worc?, -*: 
Je pray, ſay, does not oblige us tothe Words, but to the wiivie Lent» 
tude of their Evangelick Senſe and Importance. : ; 

4. Give leave to add here, as in the moſt ſeaſonable Place wich 
Relation to this Prayer ; as it is found both in the Ezangaliſt 7at - 
thep and Luke ; . T hat neither in Them nor in thc whole New 
Teſtament is this Prayer any where ſtyled the Lords Prayer. : as the 
Breaking of Bread is ſtyled the Leirds Supper; and the Firſt Day the 
Lords Day, nor yet any way Referred to, as ſuch. To ſhew , the 
Form of Words is no Inſtituton of Chriſts , to be uſed 17 fotemr 
Worſhip, as the Lords Day, and Lords Supper are 3 nor to be divided 
one from another, Joyned fo by that ſingular VWord , not again 
uſed in the whole New Teſtament. 1 Cor. 11. 20. Rev. I. 10. as, VIZ= 


Lydy, or Belonging to the Lord, that is, by Peculiarity or Sprci 
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This is very much to be weighed, asſhewing, the very Prayer, as in 
the Form, does not Tye us. : 


Objeff. To all, that I have ſaid upon the Prayer, as in the Exan- 
eliſt Tuke, it may be oje&ed-:- whether the Prayer Tye us to a 
orm or not , Ir ſeems wonderful, the Diſciples ſhould forget 

Chriſt had taught them to Pray before , as in Matthew, and that, 
eyen as the Great Prophet in that Sermon on the Mount. 

Anſr. Undoubtedly this Inadyertency, and Forgetfulneſs, as in 
other Caſes, was permitted by God; that they might in this 
ſolemn manner deſire the Lord to Teach them more ſolemnly, 
.as Meſſaah ,, as John the Fore-Runner of Meſtah, Taught his Diſciples; 
and that Chriſt giving the ſame Prayer again, might ſhew, how 
cloſe His Meſſrahbfhip and the whole Dodrine of Chriſtzanity are con- 
-joyned, and that all Run together unto His Kingdom. 


2. The ſecond Circumſtance of this Prayer, as it is given in 
"the Exanzeliſt Luke, is the Conſideration of the Diſcourſes relating 
to Prayer after the giving this Prayer, that our Lord looks unto; and 

they are theſe Two. 

7. The Earneſftneſs, and Importunity , that we ought to uſe in 
Prayer; and that muſt relate ro rhis Prayer in all the Parts, or 
Branches of Pray r, to which it dire&s us; and even Leads us by the 
Hand into ; we ought to be ſo earneſt, as not to receive a Denial 
from God; And thisEarneſtneſs He after, in this very Goſpel of Luke, 
particularly guides to, is unto his own Comme ; when-he will Avenze 
his own El: ; Afluring us, even while he does indeed Bear long, yer 
he will Avenge fpeedily : And thar herein he hath Reſpett ro his own 
Coming, he plainly ſhews; For he adds, And yet when the Son of man 
cometh, thall he find Faith on the Earth'? c. 18. 1,7, 8. 

2. Theother Point of Prayer onr Lord diſcourſes with Relation to 
this Prayer, is, That when his Servantsare f{tncere in their Deſires, 
God will give them the Beſt Things, though they miy nor under- 
ſtand the Heighth and Depth, the Breadth and Length of the Divine Pri- 
.miſes, and Scnſes of the Word of God, with Relation to Prayer ; and 
particularly as-gather'd into this Prayer; For God will underſtand 
tor his Children the Beſt Things, even as a moſt compaſſionate Fa- 
ther , if his Children ask things that are good in their kind, he 
docs not give things different, nor Below , muPh leſs contrary; bur 
better and Above. And this may thus relate to this Prayer ; the 
whole Stream of it runs into the Channel of Trueſt good Things; 
[They therefore, whom the Holy. Spirit moves to pray. it, ſhall not be 
anſwered with any thing of a worſe or lower kind , but mw 
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the Spirit , the Supream, and All-Comprehending Good. And this 
He will give, and ſtill give, till ic comes to the Height of His 
Kingdom, according to Eſay. 59. laſt; For fo his Spirit makes Imer- 
ceſſion with groanings not to be uttered ; And God underjtands His own 
Spirit, as is after, further to be Inſiſted upon; and he underſtands 
ic , not only by our words , .no nor by our more formed appre- 
henſions, but by deep Search of our Hearts, and the moſt retired 
Operations of his Spirit within our Hearts: 

And to this great purpoſe, our Sawour ſpeaks in thoſe words alſo 
in Matthew; Be ye not hike the Heathen in much ſpeaking; For your 
Paiher knoweth , what things you have need of, before you ask Him 
ſhewing; That Prayer is not tobe manag'd, as if we would In- 
form, or. change God, but to affeft our own Hearts; and to 
put chem into an order for receiving from God by his Grace 
in Chriſt, Spiricual Underſtanding , Holy Aﬀe&tion , Hum- 
ble Dependence, Earneſt Deſire, and Zeal for his Glory, and 
Kingdom; and a State here preparatory for it. That way of 
Prayer, that either by meer often Repetition , by cuſtomarineſs, 
by not having the Spirit, and Power of the Word of God in it, 
is Unſerviceable tothe Great Ends, is not afrer the manner of 
the Lord's Teaching to Pray, nor received into it : And what ever 


- precribed way of Prayer it is, that more or leſs brings in a Rote 


of much Speaking only , and takes off from the Exerciſe of this 
Spiritual underſtanding , and AﬀeCtion, hath ſutable degrees of thar 
Great Guilt ; of bringing Gentilſm into the Temple of God ,, and 
taking away the daly Sachifice of Prayer. 


Objeft. Bur ic may be ſtill ſaid, the Lords putting His Prayer ſo 
much into a Form, argues, He intended it thould be fo uſed, clic 
why did he put it into a Form? 

Anſw. T hat He did not intend it as a Riged Form, I have ful- 
Iv argued; yer He pur it into a Form, eſpecialy in Matthew 
that ict might ſtand the more Conſpicuous., and Full in all 
parts, as a Pattern; and might ever in Relation ro His King- 
dom be in conſtant Ule, as to the ſubſtantial Importance of it; 
and by an Admirable Foreſight of the way of uling this Prayer 
by the Chriſtian World , condemns the Ignorance, the Unbelief, 
the Oppoſſition to' the Dacfrine of His Kingdom , even out of the 
opn Mouths of the generallity .of ChriStzans. 


And now | come having ſpoken this in preparation, to Teach 


you the Uſe "of this Prayer of the Kinzsdom , as David Taught the * » 5am, 1 
Children of Iſrael the Uſe of the Bow * ;, For Spirits of Saints Inſtrud-z :. 


cd. 
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10 An Expoſition of the Loris Prayer, 
ed, and Armed with the Spioit of this Prayer, and the Divine 
Senſes of it, without any over Ceremoniouſnefs about the Re- 
petition, of the Words, are as the Charricts,. and Horſemen of Ifracl; 
eſpecially, They, who are thus inſtcufted in ic, As it is the 
Prayer of the as 7m . : 

And hercin., b have ſaid, I propoſe this to you, to give you the 
Key .of this Prayer , as it is the Prayer of the Glortous Kingdom 
of Chri#; and ſeeing I have declared, I do no way prejudice the 
Sv the Calculared for general uſe, tho rake the Elevation 
of this Prayer according to - this Kmgdom; let none thefore be 
angry at it, leaft they fall under the Reproof of taking away the 
Key of thrs.Prayer ; They would aot Enter in themſelves , and Thoſe , who 
are Entring in, they hinder, as our Lord, Cenfuring the great Rab- 
bies and Maſters of the Jewiſh Law, ipeaks concerning the Key of 
Knowledg, Luke 11. 52- | 

E will therefore firſt lay down ſeveral Arguments, that the 
true Elevation of this Prayer in its Expolition nuſt be, as ic is 
the Prayer of the Kingdom; and accordingly , I will Aime to give 
it, whenT have firſt Eſtabliſhed this. main Poſition by theſe Proofs 
of it. 


Argum. xt. The firſt Argument I draw from the expreſs and 
plain Words of the Prayer ; Thy Will be done as in Heaven, and upon 
Earth. Now taking the Words according to the plain Sence of 
them, and as we generally underſtand them; it is evident, this 
Prayer Teaches us to riſe to the utmoſt of our deſires, that the 
Fill of God may be done; And ſeeing there can be no higher Ex- - 
ample of its being done, then the doing of it , as zt is done in Hea- 
2en, we therefore pray ir may bc done on Earth, as it is in Heanen; 
now the ſame Holineſs, Zeal and Spirituallity or Heavenly de- 
fign muſt move us to pray,that the Name of God fhould be Sandtified 
to the ſame height, that we pray His Will ſhould be done unto; And 
that utmoſt is, that it may be on Earth, as it is in Heaven Sandti- 


And if we are Taught to pray, that the Will of God may be done on 
Earth as it zs in Heaven, and by Analogy and proportion, that his 
Name may be Sandifieg on Earth as it is in Heaven; our Lord hath 
by Admirab'e Wiſdom ſet the Kingdom of God between theſe Two 
Petitions, even the Petition that His Kingdom may come; betweea 
thoſe T wo Petitions, that undeniably ought to be prayed to the 
height, ix. the Name San#tified, as in Heaven, ſo on Earth; and the 
Will done as in Heaven, and ſoon Earth; that what otherwiſ: we might 
doubt of, whether As Kingdom ought to be prayed to come on Earth, 

a$ 
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as it is in Heaven, ( Becauſe we are ready to think that its only to 
be in Heaven) might bc aſcertain'd to us: That we ought to pray for 
the Kingdom coming, even on Earth, as it is in Heaven., and thar 
we ſhould not be able to wrench out, What is ſo Rivetted into the 
midit. And the very Analogy and Projortion of Heavenly Aﬀe&i- 
on to the Glory of God equally lo:ksto all, if there be a poſhbi- 
lity, They may All bez now to ſhew that They may All be, even 
the K'ngdom coming on Earth , as in Heaven; as well as the Name 
Sandified on Earth, as. in "Heaven; and the Hill done on Earth, as in 
Heaven of which we make no doubt, we ought fo to tray; the 
Prayer hath ſo placed that the moſt ro be doubted of in the middle, 
that we may pray for all together and alike. | 

Again, there is ſuch a concatenation of the things, they can- 
not be divided; For the Will of God is,. that Hrs Name ſhould be 
Univerſally Sanfified, as innumerable Scriptures teſtify : If then 


Hrs Will be done on Earth, asin Heaven ; Hs Name muſt be Saftified oz 


Earth, as it zs in Heaven ; ſeeing that it is ſo Supream a maniteſtati- 


onof His Will, that His Will cannot be done, if that be not done; and 


if His Will be ſo done on Earth, as in Heaven, His Kingdom muſt fo 
come:For what isa Kingdom,but that he who hath the Kingdom,ſhould 
have His Name Higheſt , mot Celebrated, Honoured and Ador'd ; 


which is the Sand7ifing the Name of God;when it 1s (ct at Infinite heights, 


and diſtances above all other Names,and this in Chrilt who hath a Name 
above all other Names; to the glory of God the Father, and that he ſhould 
have His V'ill obeyed ; when ever therefore the Mill of God zs obeyed 


the Name of God 25 ſo San&tified on Earth.as it zs in Heaven, His Kingdom 
muſt needs come on Earth,as it is in Heaven;and ſo His Kingdom will come, 


when ever that is; thus when one is, the other is alſo; ' when one 


is not, the other cannot be; the thing are perfetly convertibley and 
turn on the ſame Poles; when one is, all are rogether with it; . 
and if ſo much, as one be nor, Ir is certain, ncicher of the other - 


can be. 


But that we may know both the Time, when each of the other- 


may be, and ſhall be ; and that we may alſo know the Grand Ex- 
pedient, or mighty Inſtrument, when each of the other ſhall be et- 


teed : The Kingdom coming is ſet in the midſt of each; when the. 


Kingdom comes, the other T wo ſhall be ; For that Kingdom. ſhall cer- 


tainly effe& and bring the other Two to paſs : viz. the Name ſhall be. 


ſo ſanitified, and the YVill fo done. 


But theſe things are impoſſible tocorye to paſs, according to the 


Experience of ſo many Thouſand Years, that the World hath al- 
ready; had or to be hoped for, cr expeRted, without Boring the Hea-' 
vens, Rending the Heavens, the Heavens coming down, 2s 1t WEIE w _ 
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12 An Expoſition of the Lord's Prayer, 
Farth, in ſuch Glorious Manifeſtations, as the Kingdom of Chrift is 
deſcrib'd to appear in. . 

And if theſe ſo Fundamental Points of Glory and Happineſs in 
rÞat Kingdom be eſtabliſhed, how great will be the Conſequences? 
T here ſhall certainly be the conſtant Table of the Kingdom in the 
Bread of Life, and the moſt abundant Sufficiency of All Things ; 
the State of Reconciliation berwixt God and Man, betwixt Man and 
Man, betwixt Man and the whole Creation, betwixt the lower Crea- 
tures and themſelves, and throughout the whole Frame of the Cre- 
ation of God; Al! things in Heaven and Earth being Reconciled in him, 
even in him ;, and then moſt certainly there will be no more Leading 
?nto Temptation, but a perfeC&t Deliverance from Evil : For the Cauſe of 
all the Indigencies of that Life, that is to be ſupported by that Epiou- 
fous, or Superſubſtantial Bread, according to the Day; of all the Anger 
of God, and'the Mutual Enmiries in the World; and of the Curſe 
upon the Creation, is, That the Will of God zs not done on Earth as it 
3s in Heaven, and his Name ſanfified;, and becauſe the preſent St:te is 
not the State of the Kingdom of Chriſt, But then ſhall it be Acknow- 
ledg'd with Hallelujabs, That the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
G.oryis his throughout Eternity of Ages ; Seal'd with an Unchanzabie 
and everlaſting Amen. 

Now I would appeal to any one, whether our Lord Teaching his 
Diſciples then, and tuccefſively in All Ages, to pray, that the Wl! of 
God may be done on Earth, as it zs in Heaven ; and that All Things 
that muſt in Neceſſary Conan fall our erogerher, ſhould come 
0 paſs alſo, whenever hrs Will is fo done ; whether, I fay, our Lord 

-would Teach ſo to pray, if he had not known it was the J/ill of God 
Things ſhould be ſo; or if there were nor a promiſe of God for ſuch 
2 Kingdom of Chriſt, wherein All theſe Things ſhould be ſo, as a 
Ground of Faith they ſhould be fo ; And becauſe God hath fo pro- 
md, and reſold they ſhould be fo ; and that he will yet be enguir'd 
of by the Prayer of his Servants to do zt for them: Therefore hath 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt taught vs ſoto enguire by Prayer in, and accord- 
ng to this Great Rulz of Prayer he hath given.. 


 Thereare Three Things the Word of God hath made neceſſa- 
ry to our Receiving any Mercy, in the Nature and Order of a 
ercy. 
I. That we ſhould pray unto, and "—_ of God for it. 
2. Thatthe Thing we pray for, ſhould be within the Decree, 


- -— 220 mm——_— of God, it ſhould be; and fo according to his 
il 


3. That 


as tho. Prayer of the Kingdom. 17 


to us that Wil and Determination of God. 

Now in theſe Great Points Chriſt hath taken a certain Care: 

I. Thar there ſhould be Prayer for thoſe things, by giving this 
Prayer for them. | 

2. Secing he gave this Prayer by an Infallible Spirit, knowing the 
Mind of God, it 1s certainly tquared according to the Will and Pro- 
miſe of God, As therefore this Prayer is eyery way preparcd for be- 
ing heard, ſo Jeſus Chriſt moſt certainly ſends our his Spirzt to all 
his Servanrs, to give Faith, and to move holy Deſire, according to 
this Prayer, that God may be cried to Day and Night, agreeably with 
it. And when his Saints may be ſhort, in either the Clndertanding 
ir, or inthe Faith, or Delire, that it ſhould be Pray'd with ; the 
Spirit makes Interceſſion according to the will of God, with Groans that 
cannot be Uttered , wherein God underſtands the Mind of his Spirit, 
becauſe it makes Interceſſion according to hzs will; fo this Prayer 
mult be a cerrain PrediQion, rhat all cheſe things ſhall be fo ; For 
God cannot Fail of his will, and promiſe ; .Chriſt cannot Fail of 
having Taught to Pray according to this will and promiſe of God ; 
nor can Chriſt Fail to give his Spirit to his Servants ro Excite 
them to Faith and Holy Deſire, according to this Prayer ; From all 


which it unconteſtably Follows, That this Prayer muſt be a cer- - 


tain Prediftion, T hat the will of God ſhall be done on Earth, asit is in 
Heaven ;, and the whole Concatenation of THings be according to 
it; and therefore that the Kingdom of Chriſt muſt come on Earth, as 
is in Heaven ; 1o that this Prayer ruſt be a Prayer for the Glori- 
ous Appearance of ChriſPs Kingdem, according to the higheſt Eleva- 
tion of the Senfe of the Prayer; and ſo the Prayer to be Expound- 
ed as the Prayer of the Kingdom. 

For what is more Viſible, than that rhis hath not yet been, nor 
1s like to be in the Preſent State upon Earth; but cyen to Horror 
and Amazement , the contrary hath been evycr fince the general 
Profefſion of Chriſtianity by Nations ; and in all theProſpe& we 


can have of .T hings, Humanly fpeaking, it will continue fo; 


There muſt be theretore a peculiar Stare Created for the Anſwer 
of this Petition ; and what can that be, bur that New Earth ac- 
cording to promiſe, wherein Righteouſneſs ſhall Dw-ll. even ar, andin 
the Kingdom of Chriſt. And fo this Prayer muſt be the Praver of the 
Co enquiring of God for the Accompliſhment of that Pro- 
L2aie, 

I can therefore by no means. allow the Abatement of rhe Force 
of this Petition; upon a compare of it with ſuch Exprefſiors, be ye 


Ely, as 1 am Hily ;, be ye Perfed?, as your Fa ber in Heaven ts Per- 


| E fe# 


\ 3. That ir ſhould be ast'd in Faith, or upon a Promiſe, deelaring 
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fe ; or by comparing it with the Apoſtl”'s vehement Emotion ; 
of forzettins things that are behind, and preſſiag forward for the mark of 
the price of the High Calling of G14 in Feſus Chriſt ; if by any means 
he might attain the ReſurreiFion of the Dead, or the State of PerfeRi- 
on in this Life; if we ſhoald fo Expound it. 

Now to laterpret theſe Expreſſions, either as graciouz Deſires, 
though not Anſwer'd in this World, or as ſetting up to our ſelves 
the higheſt and m 57 prtet Muirk co Sn50:t at, though we cannot 
reach it inthis World ; or thac ſuch Expreſfſi>ns of being, Holy and 
Perfect, a5 God zs, ſh:w that excelient Kind, and Alloy of Holy- 
neſs, though we cannot riſe up to the PerfeAion of Degrees ; and 
then to ſuppoſe this Sznſe ro be all the Senſe of this Peri:ion, and 
that it cannot be fully and compleately Anſwer'd, till we come to 
Heaven, this Explication, I afirm, cannot agree. 


I. Becauſe all theſe gracious, both Endeavours and Deſigns, have 
a Time and and a State of coming to their Complement, and Per- 
fetion, even toa Perfection of Degrees, fo far as Created Nature 
is Capable of ſuch a Perte&ion; and therefore neither thoſe Com- 
mands nor Deſires are in vain ; though they do not obtain their 
deſired Effett in this State ; Becauſe there 1s a State on purpoſe for 
that Perfe&tion3 But for the doing the will of God on Earth, as it is in 
Heaven, that can never come to its Perfetion, except there be a 
State on ſome very Earth, where it may come into its Perfection ; 
For there is ſo Dire& and Perpendicular a Fixing the Petition up- 
on ſome? Earth; That it muſt come to its Perfe&tion on ſuch Earth, 
or not at All: Seeing then there are ſuch Promiſes ro the Earth, 
That Knowledg ſhall cover it, as the Waters do the Sea; That Righte- 
ouſneſs ſhall dwell in it ; That the Sinners fhall be Conſumed out of it ; 
That the Meek ſhall Taherit it, and then ſuch a Prayer Taught by 
Chriſt for the Doing the Will of God on Earth, and according to fo 
great an Exemplar, as in Heaven, There muſt be a Perfettion of 
ic on Earth, or elſe this Petition cannot be Heard; For Perſonal 
Qualifications follow Perſons, and may be Perfetted in their Per- 
fection, how ever they change their Place : Bur Local Priviledges 
adhere to the place; and except Earth it ſelf were carried up to 
Heaven, there cannot be a Perfefting of what is proper to the Ho] 
State of Earth, but it muſt be on- Earth ; For elſe there muſt be 
a Confounding Heaven and Earth, 

2. It is duly to be obſerv'd, and it is very plain, it is ſo; that 
Heaven and Earth are ParallelPd as two places, one where the Fill 
of God 1s done 4 and the other, where It 1s prayed, Tt may be done. 
The words are therefore moſt exaftly Framed to expreſs a Paralle. 


It 


as the Prayer of the Kingdom. 15 


Itis therefore Prayed, That as the places ſtand in Parallel one to 
another, ſo that the State of the Y/ul of God done in one, may be 
made Parallel by the doing the Will of God in the other; And as the 
doing the Will of 'God is the Glory of the one Place, fo that it may 
be allo the Glory of the other ; and therefore, except that Glory Fill 
the Earth, according to ſo many Promiſes toremention'd, as it now 
Fills the Heaven, this Petition cannot be heard. 

. The Kingdom comming is, as it were, the Key of the Sandfify- 
ing the Name of God, and the doing the Will of God, Now the very 
words, Thy Kingdom come , do enough Explain ; Ir is a State on 
Earth that is deſlird, and ſhew both the Time and the High Ef- 
ficacy, which will then be at work for the Sandtifying the Name of 
God, and for the doing the will of God, as in Heaven, and on Earth, 
as is further to be made out in the Explaining that Petition; And Ic 
docs aſſure us, the Intention of the Perition is nor, that there may 
be only ſuch a doing the Will of God, as was before Jeſus Chriſt came 
in the Fleſh, and ſince Chriſt came; univerlal among the Saints, viz, 
with that Sincerity, and in that doing it, that 1s of the ſame kind 
with that in Heaven ; ſuch indeed there hath been ; but alas, It 
hath been bur in ſo very low degrees, as bear no Proportion ; {o 


thar, except there be a new State of things, ſuch a doing the Will of 


God can never ariſe to any PerfeQion, ſeeing it hath not done ir 
in 1600 years ; and we can have no Reaſon, excepr ſuch a King« 
dom Come, to expett it in 1600; or 16000 more, it Time could to 
long continue z All which makes it beyond all doubr, that this Pe- 
tition can never be FulfiPd , but by fuch a Kingdom, as ſhall 
bring Heaven and Earth to ſuch a Parallel. 
And therefore, as ſhall be ſhewn in the Explaining the Petztion it 
ſelf; The Prayer is moſt ſtritly, and yet moſt Intentionally for 
an exact Paralelliſmy berween the new Heaven, and the new Earci; 
as ſhall be in the Kingdom of Chriſt, and wherein Rzghteouſneſs ſhall 
Dyelt alike ; Ir is therefore a Prayer, not only for the doing the will 
of God on Earth, but alſo in Heaver ; 21x In that New Heaven , and 
that ſuch an Heaven and Earth may be in a Parallel one to ano- 
ther, according to the Promiſe ; ſo that the Prayer, it we ſpeak fin- 
ccrely of the matter, 1s not directly, that the will of God may be 
done in this Earth, as it is now done 1n the Third Heaven aboye us ; 
where Ged, and Chriſt, and Holy Spirits of Angels and Saints are 
Bur that there may be ſuch a Parallel New Heaven and New Earth, 
although ic is moſt True, the preſent Sandtification of the Name 
Kingdom, and will of God done in the Higheſt Heavens, is the Ori. 
ginal Exemplar of all; And therefore the New Jeruſalem come g 
down from God out of Heaven, irto that New Heaven: of the Air, ang: 
{0 


» 
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ſo there is a parallel on the New Earth betwixt that New Heaven, and 
New Earth. 


And this 1s of great concernment that we underſtand it aright, 
on thiſe two Accounts: 


1. Becauſe the preſent Heaven of the 4ir hath not the ill of God 
done in it now, any more, than in this Earth, 

2. Becauſe 1n full Senſe, The will of God fhall not be done in the New 
Earth ; as it is now in the higheſt Heaven, by way of Parallel. 


I- Becaoſe the preſent Heaven, or Air, is by Scripture made 
the Habication and Relidence of Spiritual Wickedneſſes; for they 
are Spiritual Wickedneſſes in Heavenlies; Thar muſt be in Heavenly 
places ; for they are, nor can be in any other Senſe in Heavenlies ; 
nor can they be in any other Heavenly place, but the Air; The Hea-' 
en of the Dizine preſence can be no Relidence for Bad Spirits. 

Sathan with his Armies and Hofs of Bad Spirits 1s call'd the Prince 
of the Poner of the Air ; that is, he hath, under Divine Permiſſion, 
a Reſidence in the Air, and when ever God hath uſe for his Satha- 
nick Maniſtery, he hath undoubtedly great Command there: So. 
'there is now a Parallel betwixt the ul of God not done by thoſe 
Spiritual Wickedneſes in the 4ir, or the Heavenlies , and the not do- 
zng the Will of God by the Szed of the Wicked One on Earth. 

Bur when the Kingdom of Chriſt ſhall Come, theſe Wicked Spirits 
ſhall be under an Obligation ro Viſlodg from their Heavenlies , 
and whether there is not a Force upon them by the Fire of that 
Day, I will not Diſpute ; Bur it is moſt certain, they are Lay'd hold 
of, Bound and Chair'd, and Lockd up in the Bottomleſs Pit, and cannot 
eh Th ro Decerve the Nations for thole 1009 years of the Kingdom 
of Chriſt. 

Thus it may be very well underſtood,there may be a Prayer for 
a Paralleliſm betwixt the New Heaven and the New Earth,in doing 
the Yill of God; Taught us by Jeſus Chriſt ; as in the New Heaven, 
and in the New Earth; to be eftected, and brought to paſs by bzs King- 
dom; And this is the moſt true and proper Senſe of this Petition, as 
in Heaven, and upon Earth. 

2, The Hil of God ſhall not be done at all in the New Earth as it 
Is now in the Hiybeſt of Heaven by way of Paratilel, for though it is 
True, the Will of God done now in the Higheſt Heaven by Angels 
and Saints, is the firſt Exemplar ; yet it is not the Parallel ro which 
it Anſwers ; but the New Heaven is the Parallel; And the Reaſon 
3s this, The Angels and Saints doing the Will of God, are out of Bodies, 
and in a ſtate of Spirits, and fo cannot bean Agreeablc ——_ ; 
| eſus 


as the Prayer of the Kingdom. 1 


(Jeſus Chriſt is ſo 'Tranſcendent, He in his own Perſon can be ne 
parallel); But betwixt Holy Spirits, and Spirits in ſo mean and fin» 
ful a State, there are ſo great Odds, there can be no paralel ; Buc 
betwixt Chriſt, as the Head, and his Saints of the Firſt Reſurre@ios 
in /ncorruptible Bodies, in the New Heaven, and the Saints, the Li- 
ving, the Kemaining on the New Earth, in Changed Bodies , that 
ſhali mot die ; there ſhall be , chough not a perfef Eyuality, yet 
ſo great a Likeneſs in the doing the Will of God; as in the New Hea- 
zen, by one, and inthe New Earth by the other; as ſha'l fill out the 
Paralelliſm to great Glory of doing the Will of God, as in Heaven and 
upon Earth. 

And thus, whether we take this Petition in the more General 
Senſe, and as it is Univerſally Expounded, 2:3. T hat the Wl of 
God may be done on Earth as it is now in the Highelt Heaven: Or whe- 
ther we take it in the more True. Near, Strict Senſe, wherein 
there is ſo great Evidence, our Lord defign'd it; it is very evident 
it is a Fetition, that muſt be Anſwer'd in ſome State on Earth, 
and not in the Heaven of Eternity only, in Perfeion ; and here 
only in ſome Degrces, or Likeneſs of Rind, in Regard of Sin- 
cerity. 

And further, it is moſt evident, upon a New Argument, there 
IS a parallel betwixt the Heaven and the Earth in this Prayer. It is 
not ſaid therefore, on Earth as in Heaven, but as in Heaven, and up- 
on Earth, But ſuch a parallel cannot be in either the Bodzes of Saints 
now on Earth ſo unfit for the doing the Will of God; nor 1n an 
Earth fo nnder the Curſe, as This is, that yields nothing but Bri- 
ars and Thorns, except at leaſt upon the Expence of the Sweat of the 
Brows, and with the greateſt Vanity and Vexation of Spirit * T here 
muſt be therefore the New Earth, that the Coming Kingdom of God by 
eſus Chriſt brings with it... 

Having now diſpatch'd this firſt and greateſt Argument, T hat 
this Prayer is indeed the Prayer of the Kingdom; 1 come to a Second 


Argument, 


- 


Argum. 2, That into which All the Prophectes iſſue, as All the 
Promiſes determine them'elves (particularly that of the New Hea- 
ven and the New Earth); and wherein the Myſtery of God 3s Fi- 
niſh'd, cannot be left our of that Prayer, which the Great Pr « 
| aw”. High Prie, and Apoſtle of our Profeſſion, Taught to his Diſ- 
ciPles, : 
If it were ſo, either the Things ſpoken of muſt be ſmall, or 
the Prayer muſt be ſmall : Burt neirher ©f theſe can be ſupposd 


Not the Firſt, becauſe they are the Reſult and Iflue of all the 
F | won- 
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wonderful Counſels and Works of God in the World.Not the latter, be- 
caule ir is the great Comprehcaſive Prayer, the whole Element of 
Prayer.So that when we pray aright,and according tothe 'ord of God, 
we do ſay (as the words inay very well bear,whenever you do pray, 
you do {1y,not fo much Imperatively as Tndicatively), whenever the 

Spirit of Adoption crys in us Abba Fuin-r, we do preſently ſay, Our 

Father. When tae Spirit of Prayer moves upon any of the Stores 

of Prayer in the Word of Gol, w2 imm-diately fall into tis Prayer. 

If ever therefore Any of Thoſe fo very Great, and Vilthle, aud 

Conſpicuous Things in the Hord of God, that concern the King- 
dom of Chriſt, either in Relation to ur ſelves, or the Church 
Chriji ia general, coine into our Prayers (and how can 1t be other- 

wiſe, if wedo indeed pray ? } Then cither we muſt pray out of, 

and beyond this Prayer, which muſt n-eds be impoflible, if this be 

ſo Comprehenſive a Prayer as we All allow itto be ; or clſe this Kingdom 

Mult be ſo conſpicuous 1n this Prayer. 

Since then on one {ide, we Find the Ford of God fo full of the 
Great Ezyreſſons of this Kinodom, that we muſt eicher pray for the 
Thingstherein declar'd by Prophecy and Promiſe, or we mult leave 
ſuch Huge Trafs of the Word of God out of our Prayers, And ſeeing on 
the other {1de,in this Prayer, which we acknowledge ſo Comprehenſive 
a Prayer,we find the ſo Expreſs Words, ThyKingdom come;and a paral- 
lel State of Deing the Full of God, as in Hzaven,and upon Earth; beltdes 
all theother ſo CorreFondent Relations ; how can we but be afſur'd 
This Prayer is the Prayer of the Kingdom in its higheſt Elevation ? 
and that 1tcan be noother; and tha ſeeing it is fo, it muſt prevail 
for tic Coming of the Kingd m in its proper Time, ſecing, as we have 
Fully Reaſond, it cannot bur be heatd. 

Argam. 3. That which is fo much the W/i// of God; that it ſhould 
be , that He hath infusd a Natural Emotion into the very Creation , 
towards it z an: that it, as with a Lifted-up Head of ExpeQtation 
and Defire, ſues for : Thar certainly is comprehended in this 
Prayer : For itcannot be once ſuppos'd, that Jeſus Chrilt Teachng 
his Servants and Saints to pray, fhou'd not give them, in a Spiritual 
and Intelleftual way, whar is given to the Lower Creat;on, as by 
Hnſtin& ; becauſe ir is fo Neceſſary : Now that Reſtitution of Al 
Things, That Glorious Manifeſtation of the Sons of God, I hat Delive: 
rance of the Creatures from their Unwilling Subjettion to Vanity, they 
now Groan and Travail under ; yet under Hope of bringing forth a bet- 
ter tSate. All this the Creatures, with Earneſt Expectation wait for, 
with lifted-up Heads, They, as it were beg for. How then can it 
be, but that ſo Great a Point of the Divine !!, ſhould have ve- 
ry fair Lines of it.in this Prayer? And ſeeing our Lord diretts 1 

in 
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in this Prayer, to look up to God as a Father, The Liberty, even the 
Glorious Liberty of his Sons, muſt needs be a principal part of it ; 
And where can there be ſo Reaſonable a placing ot it, as in that 
Great Petition, Thy Kingdon come : For where ſhould the Sons of 
God have a Liberty of Glory, but in his Kingdom. This is fo 
undeniably certain and Evident, chat infilt no further upo.1 it, 


Argum. 4+ When the Apollle ſpeaks of this very Glorious Liberty 
of the Children of God, and the Manifeſtation of rhe Sons of God, by 
it, and in it ; who cry unto him, Abba *ather ; He docs Affirm, 
we have the Firſt Fruits of the Spirit, and groan within our ſelves ;, 
waiting for the Adoption , that is, the Mnifeſtation of the Sons of God ; 
and That is, the Redemption of cur Bodies. He further manifeſts, 'I his 
cannot be a Preſent State : 1. Becauſe the Apoſtles had only the Fir{t 
Fruits of the Spirit compar'd with that Great Harveſt of the pouring 
out of the Spirit that ſhall be at thar Time; and withal, the 
Vouchſafement of the Spirit to all Chriſtians in general now, 1s a Firſt 
Fruits, an Aninting, a Seale, and an Earneſt to All that Glory. 
2, He ſhews, Ic isa Future State, becauſe it is in Hope; and there- 
fore cannot be in preſent : For then Hope and Sight would be con- 
founded. Then he goes forward, and Affirms; Secing this Hope 
cannot but be Full of D-/ires, and thoſe Deſires will be breaking out 
into Prayers: That therefore the Spirit helps our Infirmitzes, 1n that 
great Point wherein we know not what to pray for as we ought: But 
the Sprit makes Interceſſuon, with Groanings, . that cannot be uttered, And 
be that ſearcheth the Heart, know:th the Mind of the Spirit , For he maxeth 
ſaterceſſun fo the Saints, according to the Will of God. 

From. all theſe Things Duely laid together, ariſe many Great 
Points to our purpoſe. 


1. That the Glorious Liberty of the Sons of God, at the Time of 
their Manifeſtrtion, and the Reſtitution of the Creation, cannot bur be 
a principal Point of Prayer - For, ſaith the Apoſtle, We groan 
within our ſelv2s, waiting for the Adoption, &c. And o he falls 
into "2 Diſcourſe of Prayer for it, with Groans that cannot be 
ultered. 

2. The Apoſtle ſo often referring to God, as a Father , by the 
Spirit of Adoption, crying, Abba Father , by the fo often mention of 
the Sons of God ; by the Adoption , leads us, even by a ſtrerch'd-out 
Hand, to that Prayer, wherein the very firſt word is, 'Our Fa- 
ther. If therefore we are led by the Conſideration of God, as a Fa- 
ther, to the Prayer that Teaches us to ſay Our Father, we arc cer- 
tainly led alſo to the Great Points of Adoption3 vizz the Manifeſtaricn 
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of, and the Glorious Liberty of the Sons of God , which muſt be prin- 
cipal | Points of that Prayer z wherein we call God Father, becauſe 
the Adoption is proper to Scns, even as the Manijeſtation of, ani the 
Glorious Liberty of the Sons of God is; and therefore they malt be in- 
timately Related, both of them, to God, as a Father ; Becauſe 
Sons and Father are ſo ſtritly and inſeparately Cor-reiated. The 
Kingdom of God then coming, as in Heaven, an.1 on Earth, muſt be 
the Center, wherein All theſe Lines meet : For atrhat Kingdom is 
= Redemption of our Bodies ; that is, the Reſurrection, as All Scripture 

'TCes. 

5 The Apoſtle plainly ſignifies, Fe do know what we are to pray 
for; and yet we do not know what to pray far 25 we ought . T hat is, we 
do know, as to the Matter of Prayer ; but we do not Know in clear 
Apprehenſion: And that therefore the Great TranſaQtion in this 
Prayer, is between the Spirit of God in our Hearts making Interceſſion, 
with Groans not to be uttered, in what we do pray for, bur know not 
to pray for as we ought, and God ſearching the tzecrt, and knowing the 
Mind of the Spirit, wherein our Apprehenlions are not Formd and 
Expl-in'd, who yet heats us ; becauſe that Jnterceſſiou is according to 
the Will of God, and the Rule of this Praje', although our Appreben/i- 
0ns are not Expreſs. 


Now what more exa(t State of the Caſe can there be, with Þ c- 
lation to the Gznerality of Chriſtians praying this Prayer ? They 
do by this Prayer knew what to 7ray for ; tor they Know to pray that 
the Kingdom of God may come : tut they know not the To Ti, the very 
Thing of that Kingdom, as they ought. Thev have not the T rue 
Explain'd Apprehenſions of the Kingdom, accordin : to the Excel- 
lent Nature of it, This we know is the General Caſe of Chrifti- 
ans: The Spirit therefore here helps out ; it gives unform'd Delires, - 
Groans not uttered ; that leave a Savour, a @g/-Kus, an inward 
Senſe of this. And God knowing that Senſe, the Spirzt leaves im- 
Printed, to be according ro his ill, and according to this Rule or 
Prayer by Chriſt ; T hat it is for that Glorious Manifeſtation of the Sons 
of God, and the Reſtitution of all Things, Hears according to that 
Rule, and thar Senſe, according to the Rule imprintcd ard left 
by che Spirit, And thus All Chriſtians pray, and are heard for this 
Kingdom, beyond Themſelves knowing it : For this Prayer giving 
rem the words, Thy Kingdom come, T he Spiri- beyond T hemſclves 
Oive the Groans; And God Graciouily gives the Ear to his Sons 
%. ords and to the Senſe of his Spirit's Groans 3 becauſe they arc. 
Both according to his //!, 


Arzum, 5» 


Argum, 5. The Prayer, which Our Lord gave, as The Meſſiah, as 
The Chriſt, as The King of Iſrael, cannot but be a Prayer for his King- 
dm: For His Kingdom 1s ſo Great a Truth, that he ſaid, For thrs end 
was 1 born, and for this end came I into the World, to bear witneſs to the 
Truth , And every one that is of the Truth, Heareth his Yoice in this 
Great Point : For this was the very Point Chrift was upon, w hen 
he uſed theſe Words3 even in Rejoynaer to that Demand of Pilate ? 
Art thou a _ then? And this was the Good Confeſſion he witneſſed be- 
fore Pontius Pilate, as by Compare of Zohn 18. 37. and 1 Tim.6. 13. 
may be ſeen : And therefore upon the very mention of that Good 


Confeſſion of Chriſt, the Apoſtle goes on to the Fuller Diſcourle of, and 


Diſplay of the Kingdom of Chriſt. 

Now then, if the Kingdom of Chriſt, was ſo Principal a Point of 
the Witneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, tor which he came intothe World; certainly 
when he Gave a Prayer to his Servants, asthe Great Standard of Prayer 
and that he makes peculiar mention of the coming of that Kingdom, 


which, as hath been every way ſhown, cannot be the Kingdom of E- 


ternity, but a preparation to it; andthar Kingdom into which it is de- 
livered up. T his Prayer muſt be the Prayer of the Kingdom of Chriſt ; 
For Chriſt Taught it in his Great Capacity of Meſſrah, as John Taught 
it in his Capacity, as the Fore-runner of Meſſiah. Ir could not there- 
fore be, but that in this Prayer Chriſt Lifted up a Banner, and an En- 
fien, and a Standard to be di3p/ayed, becauſe of this Truth, to which 
All his Servants ſhould be gathered in their Deſires. | 

Ido not therefore at all wondcr, that the Principai, or All the 
Petitions, might be colle&ted, from the uſual Petitzons among the 
Jews; and thus Canonized, and made Sacred by Chriſt; becauſe the 7ews 
had the more particular promiſes of this Kingdom , the more particular 
Notices and Notions of it, as may eaſily appear by the whole 
Stream of the Old Teſtament, and many Evidences of their Expe- 
ation of it in the New; However, they had mitch debaſed, and 


{trained thoſe Notions: Our Lord therefore tro ſhew, He was that . 


King of Iſrael, and His was that Kingdom they expeed, Compoſed 
tacir looſe and ſcattered Perztzons for it, intothis Excellent Frame, and 
under ſo Divine a SanCtion, as the Prayer he Taught : And it ſtands 
therefore asa Monument for T hem, and for All the Gentile Churches, 
of his Kingdom ; and to draw All thereby to himlelf, as their King, 
and That Kins, that is to come into the World: 


Areum, 6, Jeivs Chriſt is the' One Mediator, and 7acercefor between 
Cod and Man, preſenting, and making Acceptable to God the Pray- 
ers of his Saints; and Giving much Incenſe guh them, And This is 
his peculi.r -FrieFhood, after the _ of Melchizedeck : For as = 

| aitl 
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faith the Apoſtle, He Lives for ever to make Interceſſin for All Thoſe, that 
come t9 God by him. 

Now in this Prieſthood of Interceſſion, T wo Things muſt neceſſa- 
rily meet ; His Kingdom, and his Prayer : His Kingdom,. becauſe his 
Melchizedekian Prieſthood hath an immediate Reference ro his King- 
dom of Righteouſneſs, and of Peace, that is, his Glorious Kingdom, 
wherein his own Glory, as the Head, the Glory. of his Church, as the 
Body, lye together entolded, and are to come to perfection. And in 
that Pricſthood, he is a Saviour to Perfcftion, or to the very 
End. 

Again, That which is the principal Point of his Redemption, is 
the principal Point of his Jntercefton, Now to make us Kings, and 
Prieſts to God, and to h7s Father. that we may Reign on, and over the 
Earth, 1s the principal Point of his Redemption, and fo Celebrated in- 
the New Song, Revel, 5: 2nd therefore of his Interceſſun, 

Laſtly, That which is the High Expedtation of Chriſt, at the Right 
Hand of God, muſt nceds fall in with his Intercefſion on the Right 
Hand of God. Now. He is ſet dojwn on the Right Hand of God, expecting 
chat his Ezemies ſhould be made hzs Footſtool; and thar is in his King- 
dom, as it appears at his Comming, as the Apoſtle teaches us, 1 Cor.15.21- 
Therefore he intercedss for it ; For his Expe&ation is grounded on his 
Taterceſſion and Redemption, Heb. 10. 13. 2 Tim. 4. 1. 

And as his Kinzdom and Interceſſion thus mect, ſo muſt his 1nter- 
ceſſron meet alſo with,and be undivided from the Prayer heTaught.For 
no poſſible ſuppoſal can there be, that Chriſt ſhould /ntercede upon the 
Prayers of hzs Saints, but that their Prayers muſt be comprehendcd in 
that Partern and Rule of Prayer he gave : For he would not Give a 
Prayer he would not 1ntercede upon, and that that ſhould not be the 
2quarc and Summary of all the Prayers he would Intercede upon. Ic 
muſt needs therefore be, that theKingdom coming the Prayer inliſts upon, 
muſt needs be rhe Melchizedeckian Kingdom ; the Kingdom, when his 
Reqgeemed, as Kings, and Prieſts Reign upon, and over the Earth ; and 
when his Enemies are made his Foosſtcol. 

That Prayer therefore, Jobs 17. which is the Pattern of Chriſt's 
Mterceory Prayer, and which none can pray bur himſelf, in the whole 
rrame of it; and was not therefore Taught by him to his Church to 
the End, They ſhould fo pray it as hedid. That Prayer is for this 
Azmzgdom. 10 which Kiggdom, God in Chriſt, and Chriſt in his Saints, 
ihall be fo viltbly made perfett in Ore; that the World, which will 
20t now Belzeve, ſhall. againſt their Wills, Knew and Believe, and 
Believe and Kniw ,, as tae Devils know, and Believe, and Trembl2 , that 
mod feat Jeſus Chriſt, and bath loved his Saints as be loved him, Ver. 
224.23, Thiscannorbe inthis World, where this Glory is icornec 
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and defied, and neither Beliey'd nor Anown. It cannot be after r!:- 
Enemies of Chrilt are put guite don under his Feet into the Lake, 5: 
he Renders up the Kingdom into an immediate Enjuyment of Gui 57 77 
AP ; For then this |Illuftrious Appearance is ended, both + tr bis 
own, and his Saints ſo Vitible Glory in Humane Nature; aud ©. 
the Diſhonour of his Enemies : 4nd Nothing Remains, but the #e- 
holding God All in All; or the Eternal Miſery of Separat.on from his Favour, 
ot wailing under his Diſpleaſure. 

Argum. 7. If cach part of this Prayer, viz, The Addreſs to Gd, 
as Our Father; each Petion, and the Doxology or «© oncluſton, Alcriving 
zo God That Thine is th: Kingdom, &c. may with Admirable A- 
greement, both in Expreffion and Senſe, be concerted with Emi- 
nent Scriptures Relating to the Aimgdom, and Glory of Chriſt, and of 


his Satnts, as in Heaven, and on Earth , T hen with how much I|Cight 


may T his Prayer be call'd, and Expounded into the Prayer of the 
Kingdom | This Concert therefore of this Prayer, and thole Scrip- 
tures, I will endeavour ro make 1n the tollowing Expo/1tton. 


Obje. But againſt all this Piſcourſc , this m'ghry Objef&tion 
may be Levyed ; How can this Prayer be look'd upen as the Prayer 
of the Kingdom, or ſo Great a Standard of Prayer, or Comprehen- 
{ory of it; that hath not rhe leaſt mention of rne Great Prince Meſ- 
fab, or of his Redemption, which is both the Fundamental Point of 
Prayer, and of the Kingdom? How can this poittbly be Reconcil'd 
with All that hath becn faidof this Prayer? 


There are Two Creat Anſwers to be given to this, and ſuch as 
will excedingly E(tabliſh it, 

I. Therecan be no more certain, and Nemonitrative Argament, 
That his Prayer was never intended by Chriit, as a Form, or that 
weſhould place a Devotion in the Repetition of it ; For then could 
it have wanted the Name of Chriſt, the Mediation of Chriſt, the Blood 
and Redemption of Chriſt, or the Exprets Mention of the Spr7t., 
which is that Supream Good Thing; being One with God, and with 
Chriſt, which proceeds from the Father, and Takes of Chriſts, and Gives 
t tous; which we ſhould, according to our Lord's Doftrine of Pray- 
er,1n ſo near Neighbourhood to this Prayer, be ſo moſt carneſtly 1m- 
portunate for ? 

But now if This Prayer be ſuch a Standard of Prayer, as is to be un-: 
derſtood and apprehended in the whole Latitude of the #/erd of God; 
All leads ro Chriſt, and to the Eternal Spirit, to the Kedemption, Blood, 
and Mediation of Chrizt, as the Foundation of All. 


And. a: 
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And it was an End worthy of ſuch an Omiſhon of the Expreſs 
Name of Chriſt, and of the Spirit, to keep us from Reſting in this Pray- 
er,asa Form, and to caſt us upon the whole Ford of God, that we 
might pray after that manner, and that we might Read, or Exfound that 
Prayer by it, whenever we pray. 


Anſw.2. T his Prayer is Full of the Kingdom of Chriſt; No Word 
of it, but is Full of it, andcannor be underſtood, bur with the Know- 
ledge of the Kingdom. Now the Kingdom being the Kingdom of Meſ- 
fiah, of the Redeemer, and the Petitions being ſo adjuſted to thar ve- 
ry Kingd-mof Mejjah, and of his Redemption ; The Petitions cannot 
be under{iood but with the Knowledge of Chrif, and of his Name, and 
of his Redemption. So that though there be no Expreſs Mention of 
Chriſt, nor of his Redemption, yer by ſearching the Senſe and Mean- 
ing of each Petition, according tothe Word of God, we mult needs find 
it all there, 

And ſo proportion+bly, it may be ſaid, with Relation to the 
Spirit of God. The Kingdom is a Kingdom of the Spirit poured out, ac- 
cording to Eſay 59. Laſt. Every Petition therefore mult needs be full 
of the Sirit, of the Promiſe of that poured out; even as it is Full of the 
Kingdom, when it is ſearch'd and underſtood, according to the whole 
Word of God. 


Anſw. 3. The Prayers that we find inthe New Teſtament, after this 
Prayer given, cannot but be Expreflive of this Prayer. and drawn our 
of it; elſe Chriſt did not Teach to pray in This Prayer , For to Teach his 
Diſciples to pray, and they not to pray according to it, mult be either an 
Inſuſficiency in the Manner of Chriſt's Teaching to pray, or elſe a Great 
Difobedience, or at leaſt Negle&t, for his Servants not to pray accord- 
ing to that Prayer. Now it is moſt evident, The Prayer of Chriſt, in 
his Mediation, John 17. although it be indeed Tranicendent to our 
Praying, as to thoſe things proper only, and. peculiar to Chriſt, and 
. his Mediatorfhip in it ,; Yct it iSin"ructive to us, how to draw near to 

God ip Chrift, and to form our Approaches through him ; And All 
the Prayers we tind inthe ApoFles, muſt have the Lines, and Spirit of 
this Prayer in Them; elfe Chrilt Taught not to pray, when he Taught 
to pray ; or he Taught to pray to no purpole, 

Now All T hoſe Prayers being Full of Chriſt, and Full of the Spi- 
rit, we hereby know certainly, This Prayer muſt needs be ſo alſo in 
the Bottom of it, and therefore muſt be Explicated according to All 
thoſe Prayers; and we are ſent by it to Them. 


- Objef, 
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Obje. To all that hath been ſaid of this Prayer, That it is the 
Prayer of the Kingdom, and that there 1s in it a paralelhſm berween the 
New Heaven and the New Earth, in doing the Will of ed; There may 
be this Objeftion made, A Kingdom of God and of Chriſt is eminently 
direfted to in this Prayer, and alfo a jarallel State betwixt Heaven and 


Earth : But All This is to be underſtood of the Kingdom of Eternity, 


which Kingdom of Eternity ſhall have a New Heaven and a New Earth. 
And it is a Kingdom that ſhall never end, and it is called Eternal Life : 
This therefore liftsup a Kingdom of Chrif much aboye that of a Thon- 
ſand years. T 

And whereas the Sor is ſaid todeliver up a Kingdom, -it is only to be 
underſtood of that Kingdom, wherein he is in a State of continual 
Acquiſition, wherein he 1s Rzding out Conquering and to Conquer, and ſub- 
duing Enemies, T hat is the Kingdom He indeed ſhall delzver up to God, 
and Receives at the ſame Time the Kingdom of Fruition and Enjoyment, 
which endures indeed for ever and ever. 

The Thouſand Years muſt therefore be caſt back into ſome ſpace 
moſt fit for them within that Kingdom of Chriſt , that is in a State of 
Acquiſition. And what fitter Time is there, than when the Chriſtz- 
an Empire began in Conſtantine , until that great Ravage the Turks, as 
a Gog Magog, madein the World. In Anſwer hereunto, 


Anſw. 1. I cannot underſtand how the Apoſtles expreſs Words of 


the Son's delivering up of the Kingdom: to God, even the Father, can be ex- ' 


pounded of changing a Kingdom of - Acquiſition for a Kingdom of Fruit:- 
023 much leſs, how the Son's being Himſelf ſubje#, can be interprered 
into ſuch a Kingdom of Fruition. Ir 4s very plain, the Son, who del:- 
vers up, and who is ſubject, mult be the Son of Man, who Receir/d the 
Kingdom from the Hand of the Ancient of Days ; For the BGternal Word 
can neither Receivea Kingdom, nor Deliver it up ; Nor would God be 
more All in All, fo much as to Oeconomy, or Diſpenſation, for the Eter- 
nal Words Delivery up of a Kingdom to Him, who is One with Him. The 
Kingdom-therefore the Eternal Word ever had, the Father ever had uni- 
tedly with Him : If he ſhould delwver up a Kingdom to the Father, he 
would ſtill have it equally with the Father, becauſe the Father and 
He, as the Eternal Word , are One. There can be no Receiving, nor 
Delwering up of a Kingdpym betwixt the Father and the Eternal Word : 
There can be no ſo much as Repreſentation of God, and the Father, 
more or lels All in All, for any Kingdom, the Eternal Word hath, or 
Delivers up of a Kingdom : T he Kingdom therefore delivered up, that 
God may be Ain All, muſt be the Kingdom of the Son of Man, which 
as 1n Occonomy, or Repreſcntation, 1s made ſo ſupreme, though indeed 
tothe Glory of God the Father ;, that _ Glory of God ſeems nut to —_ 

one 
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Alone in Glery, but is pleagd to Allow Full Glory to, and not toout- 
ſhine the Kingdom of rhe Humane Nature of Chriſt, or of the Man Chriſt 
eſws. 

"- There is no poſſible Ficting Any Part of Time, that hath yer 
been; to the Deſcription Given of the Thouſand Years, by the Spirit 
of God, Revel. 20. Bur it muſt needs be yet to come, for this Grear 
and moſt Apparent Reafon : There hath been no T ime yer, where- 
in Sathan could be faid to be ſo Bound, as not to deceive the Nations a- 
ny more; What Time hath there yer been, in which, beſides all 
Unholy Praftices, he hath not Deceiv'd with Paganiſm, with Majo- 
metaniſm, and Antichriſtianiſm > T beſe Theuſand Years mult there- 
fore be proper and peculiar to a Kingdem of Chriſt yet to come ; and 
that therefore muſt be to the Kingdom delign'd by Chriſt in this 
Prayer. 

's The parallel State of the Will of God done in the New Heaven, 
and in the New Earth, as in the Kingdom of Etermty, can have no place 
_ Prayer. becauſe it can indeed have no place at all in that Eter_ 
nal State. - 


Arg,x. Becauſe the Apoſtle ſtiles the Time of the Delivery up of the 
Kingdom, moſt Signally and Eminently, The End ; And he diſtin- 
Lathes it from that End when Chriſt ſhall come ;, with which alſo con- 
curs the Refurreftion of His, his Reign, and ſo Kingdom, till Death, the 
La? Enemy ſhall be ſubdued ; and then the Kingdom is Delrvered up. Sce- 
ing then the End it (elf is after the Coming of Chriſt .and after the Reſur- 
rection, the End it ſelf muſt be an Exd to that Laſt State ; For the Co- 
ming of Ghriſt, and the Riſing of his Saints, 1s an End to this World, 
and to the State of it ; ſo it cannor be the End of this State, bur of 
that After-Srate of the Reign of Chriſt, and whatever conſiſts with 
that: And that we ſhall findto be the State of the New Heaven and of 
the New Earth. For, 


Arg. 2. The New Heavenand New Earth, muſt needs be the World 
10 come, whereof, faith the Apoſtle, we ſpeak ; which is put into ſubje- 
&10n to Chriſt ; and it is put into ſubjetton tro Himar his coming, when 
He Rergns, and hath All Things put under Him: If then there ſo 
comesan End, when this Kingdom ſhall be delierd up, by the Great 
Ruler of it, Chriſt ; what Reaſon is there to believe, that That 
FVerld it ſelf is then to take End at and with that End ? Ir is certain, 
it muſt have End, or be deliver'd up; For the Sox ſhall be ſubjed. It 
_ be his World therefore no longer ; his Heaven and Earth no - 

nger.. 
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Are. 3. If thenthe State of God's Kingdom, even the Father, ſhall 
be ſuch, that it will bear no ſuch Heaven nor Earth ; then it iscertain» 
They muſt have Exd when AI is deliver'd up.But God being All in All, 
No New Heaven, nor New Earth can be born; for either They mult 
Enjoy God, or be Enjoyed by God, and by his Saints. Their Na- 
tures are ſuch, thar they cannot enjoy God, being not Creatures of 
Underſtanding or Will: To be therefore, and not to enjoy God, 
rakesoff from God being AZ in Al/: For then would there be Crea- 
tures of an Eternal Duration; even when God is At ; and They in 
no Capacity to enjoy him, If itſhould be ſaid, They doenjoy him 
in their way; I Anſwer, That is High enough for an Oeconomica! 
State, but not for this of Eternity, If it be ſaid, That God may en- 


joy them, and his Saints may enjoy them, and praiſe him for them, 


and they Declare his Glory, I Antwer, This alfo is Allowable to 
the Oeconomical, but not to the Eternal State; God is the oaly Enjoya- 
ble in that State ro himſelf, and to his Saints; and He Enjoys his 
Saints only in the Communication of Himſelf to Them : No lets 
than This can be underſtood by Ged being All in Al; He muſt be The 
Alone to be Enjoyed; and He mult be Enjoyed, 


Argum. 4. There is but One Place of Scripture that gives Account 
of I hings after the Thouſand Years Kingdem of Chritt, and that is, 
Revel. 20. Irplainly gives Account of the State after that Kingdomy 


becauſe it gives an Account of Things after rhe Expiration of the 


Thouſand Years, when Sathan is Looſed. Apd the Thouſand Years are 
ſaid ro be the Reign of Chriſt with his Saints. So it muſt be the Thou- 
ſand Years Kingdrm of Chrif, Now the utmoſt End of that State is 2 
Great Fhite Throne, and One ſate upon it, from whoſe Face Heaven ar: 
Earth fled away, and there was not Place Found for them. 


Now from hence feveral Arguments Ariſe, Affuring vs, - - 
are no Heaven and Earth, except the Heaven of Divine Preſence, 
the utmoſt End of All, 


I. There appears an Emblematical Introduftion to the Utter E.- + 
ching and Annihilation of All Being, bur God and his Saints, 
= lide, and the Lake of the Second Death, with its Dead on the > 
ther. 

2. Becauſe the Lake receives All the Dea, with Death it ſelf, w-: 
are Afured, it is that very End, when the X:ngdom is deliver'd up, and 
the Son becomes Subject, All being ſubdued to him ; For here the Laſs 
Enemy, Death, is ſubdued ; and then is the End, 
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3. When this Heaven and Earth Fled away,There was no Place Found 
For them; When any one dies, it is faid, Their place knows them no 
more; Their place remains, bur it knows them no more ; Another 
comes in their place; Or, as it is ſaid in 7ob, Out of their Earth anc- 
ther grows. So-when the Heaven and Earth, that now are, are burnt 
up, another Heaven and Earth ſhail come 1n their room : But 
when this Heaven and Earth Fly away, there 1s no place for them, not 
ſo much as place where they may be; and fo not where any other 
may come. 

4. The Heaven and Earth that now arc, are Treaſur'd up for fire,and 
are to be for the:perdition of ungodly men ; and fo in other Scriptures. 
But theſe fly from the ſole Preſence of Him that ſits on the white Throne, 
Theſe Two Deicriptions are very differing. 

But if All T hele Things could be Accommodated, and it be ſaid, 
Thereare New Heavens, and a New Earth that ſucceed, c. 21. thoſe 
which fly away, c. 20. Ifurther Argue : 


Argum. 4. T he Heavens and Earth that fly away, c. 20. are no other, 
nor can be any other than the very New Heavens, and New Earth that 
John ſaw, c. 21. And though to draw a Veil on Prophecy, T hey 
are ſer, as it were, in a Succeſſion to the Heaven and Earth that Fled a- 
way; yet there are ſeveral Grear and Undeniable Arguments, Thar 
the Flying away of the Heaven and Earth ſpoken of, c. 31. muſt be af- 
ter the New Feruſelem State, and therefore muſt be of the New Hea- 
wens and New Earth, thart were created New, together with the New 
Jeruſalem. 

For the New Heaven and Earth 7obn ſaw, are ſo cloſe Tied with the 
New Jeruſalem, as not to be ſeparated : For after the mention of them 
it is immediately ſubjoyn'd, / 7ohn ſaw the New Jeruſalem, that made 
her ſelf Ready. as a Bride Adurned for her Husband, cap. 1g. Come 
down, cap. 21. And again, after the feeing both the New Heavensand 
the New Jeruſalem ; He that fate on the Tbrone, ſaid, Behold, I create 
All New. So there is a Locking in the New Heazen, and the New Earth, 
_ purpoie with che New Jeruſalem, that they may not te Di- 
vided. 

Bur the Flying away of Heaven and Earth from him that ſate on the white 
Throne, mult needs be atter the New Jeruſalem ; For it is after the 
Holy City, and the Beloved City; which was no other than the Bride, 
the New Jeruſalem, that was therefore Beloved, becauſe the Bride ; and 
therefore Holy, becauſe Arrayed in Linen White and Clean, which is the 
Righteouſneſs of the Saints, | | 


"Now 
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Now this New Feruſalem, muſt be together with the Thouſand 
Yearsalſo; for at the end of the T xs Years , Satan was Let 
Looſe, to make the Attempt on the Aoly, and Beloved City, by decerir- 
ing the Nations into that Attempt: Now Satans being let Looſe is expreſ- 
ly ſaid to be, when the Thouſaud Years were expired ; ſo the City 
muſt needs be during the Thouſand Years in Peace and Safety, and 
Attempted at the end of the Thouſand Years; when Fire Comming 
down to deſtroy the Enemies, and Satan not being Sealed up only, but 
calt into the Lake, after this Attempt, immediately Follow- 
ing the White Throne, and Heaven and Earth, flying from the Face of 
Him that Sat upon it. So then the Heaven, and Earth that Fled away 
, muſt be the New- Heaven and Earth, that were together in the Holy 
City, during the Thouſand Nears. And' yet hath not this Kingdom 
End, when the Thouſand Years End, becauſe Chriſt delivers up the 
Saints into the Enjoyment of God, the Principal Part of this King- 
dom; but yet much more ſtritly, and properly , the Kingdom is de- 
lwered up, Becauſe what was more Immediately mannaged by 
Chriſt in the Humane Nature, ina Viltble and Confpicuous Glory, 
is now mannaged by the Divine Nature, conveying his Love by the 
Eternal Word, through the Human Nature in Grace to his Saints, and 
in Y/rath to thoſe in the Lake. For the Kingdom delivered up, is 
the Power delivered up, and it is explained by the Son being Subject 
and by God even the Father, therein oppoſed to the Son, being Al 
mn All; All thingselſe Being then Subdued , and the Glory ſhining 
from the Father by the Eternal Word, Vibrated by the Eternal Spirit, 
through the Human Nature; For fo Affurcs us our Lords whole Dif- 
courſe, John 17, 21.to the End. 

And with this whole State of things, upon cloſe Examina- 
tion, will be found to Agree all the Oeconomies of Scripture 3 
and otherwiſe none of them will be found-to Agree, 

So that if it ſhould be ſaid, why ſhould not this Prayer be un- 
. derſtood of the preſent State of the Kingdom, as High as we can 
attain in ir, and then of the Abſolute, Perfe&, and Supreme Azng- 
dom of Eternity? The Anſwer is very plain: He who1s the only 
IViſe God, hath found the Oeconomy of this Kingdom of Chriſt neceſſary, 
both as a Mirror of -his own Wiſdom and Glory, in Relation ro his 
Creation, -as Reſtored by the Redemption of Chrijt;, and alſo as a pre- 
paration of his Saints, by Chriſt in the Glory, and Holineſs of Human 
Nature, for that Union with himſelf,”in the Abſolutely Diane Aing- 
dom of Eternity. 

In which That Laſt Aft of Jeſus Chriſt, as in our Nature, ſecking not 
his own Will, nor Glory, but the Glory of the Father, He does notonly 
in, and by himſelf perform, as _ Higheſt At of Obcdience, 

aud 
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and ſelf Reſignation ; but he United all his Saznts with him in that 
A ; that however the State'of the Xingdom of Chrift might ſeem 
more proportioned to the Human Nature , as of Spirits in Bodies , 
Chriſt the Head for his whole Body of Saints the Church,and they in and by 
him Chooſe and are moſt gladly Delivered up into that whole State, 
to have Body as much (as can ſtand with Remaining Higheſt Spi1i- 


_ rualiz'd Bodtes; and Diſtin& Beings) ſwallowed up of God all Spirit, 


and Created ſwallowed up of Tncreated; and is that Laſt and moſt 
perfe&t Aﬀ of Chrifts Declaring to All, the Name of the Father and 
wherein He will declare it ; that the Love, wherewith the Father Loved 
Chriſt may be in them, and He in them, John 17. ult. All which is in 
cluded in this Prayer for the Kingdom, 

I have now ſo far, as | can underſtand, ſcerled the Principal de- 
{ign, and find the true Elevation of this Prayer, as the Prayer of 
the Kingdom, and Vindicated it from all objections. I now come to 
Adjuſt each part of this Prayer hereunto, which Conliſts of a Prefa- 
tory Addreſs, and a Doxological Concluſion, and as they are Generally 
Accounted, Six, bur as 1 Account Seven Petitions, Anſwerable to 
the many Sevens in the Revelation, Leading to the Kingdom of Chriſt. 

And the reaſon, why I Account Seven, what others Account bur 
fix, is, Thoſe Two; Lead us not into Temptation, But deliver us from 
Emil, very naturally fall. into Two Petitions, and expreſs Two di- 
ſtint very. High things; though Both fall into one State; and can- 
not, but do ſo , even that State of this Kingdom of Chriſt ; And the 
but isa but of Diſcretion, and Diſtinion of things. And yet be- 
cauſe thoſe T wo diſtin&things can neither of them be, but United 
in time, and in that Bleſed State, wherein either of them ſhall 
be, They are ſo Conjoyned; and the but does nor only: Diſcern, 
bur Tyethem together. 

I Come therefore to the Prefatory Addreſs, which conſiſts of Two 
things; The Compellation uſed to God, Father, - and our Father; 
A Compellation Importing Tranſendent Greatneſs,and Goodneſs;and the 
further Magnification of him by bis Reſidence, which 1s Heaven, 
who are in Heaven: 

Preface, Our Father]. 1 deny not any-of the Senſes, Holy Men 
of God have given of this Appellation, but exalt itto ics Heighth; 
and the Heighth is, when God gives the Inheritance; then he ap- 
pears in full Paternity apd Fatherhood ; and this is at the Reſurredion, 
the Redemption of our Bodies ; For as he is the God, fo he is the Father, 
not of the Dead, but of the Living, and at this Time, as he is not 
Aſhamed to be called the God, fo he will not be Aſhamed'to be called 
the Father of his Servants; For then He will bring the Inheritance and 
the Adoption to gether, and ſhew, how One is Provided for the _ 
And 
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And this muſt needs be ſo; There muſt be ſuch an Adoption by, 
and in the Reſurredfzon, and ſuch an Inberitance ; For, as our Lord 
fays, They All Live to Him, whoſe God He is : He cannot elſe be their 
God, So then that they may LZ:ve tro Him, and He be their God, 
They muſt Live; elſe how can They Live to Him, and he be their God 
and their Father ? | 

Now ſeeing God is the God of all hzs Servants, not only as Spirits, 
bur as Spirits in Bodies : T hey muſt thrrefore Al! Live to him, as dpirtts 
in Bodies ;, and if ſor ſome T ime They are Spirits out of Bodies, and 
thoſe Spiritsare Pledges of the Future State of Life; yer it can be 
but for a T'ime, though it may be to the Servants of God, who liy'd 
far off from that Reſurrection, a very long time, according to our 
Meaſure of Time; yet nothing compar'd with the Thouſand Years 
Kingdom of Chrift Deliver d up into an Eternity of Union with Gad and the 
Father, | 

Seeing then, 1ſay again, God is the God of his Servants, as Spitits 
in Bodies, and the State oppoſite to its is call'd Hades, Death, and the 
Grave ; or at the higheft, an Inziſible State, though in his wiſe Diſ- 
poſe, for ſo conſiderable a Space, He is farisficd by his Saints, as Spi- 
rits living to him ; yet there mult needs be a Reſurredon. that inFult 
fenſe his Servants may Live tg Him, and He be known to be Ther God 
and Father; For the Children of God are then #107" to be the Chil- 
dren of God, and He their Father, when they ſhall be and appear 
the Children of the Reſurred#0n. . 

It is therefore ſaid, at the New eruſalem, as the Juſt time of all 
theſe things fulfill'd ; He that overcometh ſhall inherit All Things; And 
1 will be to him a God, and He ſhall be to me a Son; T hen the Abba Fa- © 
ther, that we now cry as Children, ſhall in that Fulnefs of the 
Inheritance, be pronounc'd in Full and Manly Sounds and Accents. 
This muſt be the Adoption then. If the Adoption, it muſt be alfo the 
Reſurre&iom, or Redemplon of our Bodies. For the Adoption and the 
Redemption of our Bodzes, are by the Apoſtle made one and the ſame. 
Accordingly, the New Jeruſalem hath a Reſurredion, -and is an Inhe- 
ritance, 

But further. to make this out, wheneyer the Adoption or Mant- 
feſtation of the Children of God ſhall be, there fhall be a Reſtitutt- 
on of the whole Creation: For the Creation it ſelf ſhall then be De- 
livered into the Glorious Liberty of the Children of God , "W hen there- 
fore this YYorld to come is, it ſhall be put in fubjeion to Chriſt Alone : 
Then ſhall be his Kingdom therefore; For theſe things reciprocate : 
Then ſhall be the Adoption ; and when the Adoption is, This YYorlt 
20 come of the Reſtitution ſhall be. Sothe Kingdom of Chriſt, and the Re- 
fitution, muſt needs be together wich the Adoption, or the Reſarretfion,, 
or the Redemption of our Bodies, Lew 
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Let us then lay All together ; The Prayer, that our Lord taught, 
Teaches us to pray, Our Father. The Higheſt ſenſe of God being Our 
Father is at the Adoption or Manifeſtation of the Sons of God in the 
Reſurreftion, or Redzmption of our Bodies; Together with this isthe 
Reſtitution of the Creation in the World of the ſecond Adam, that is, 
the FYorld to come, of which God in Chriſt is the Father ; even of 
that New Heaven, and New Earth, as He is now ſtyI'd the Fa- 
ther of Heaven, and Earth; All theſe are in the New om, 
and Kingdom of Chriſt: This Prayer of our Lord comprehends the 
Largeſt, and Reaches the higheſt ſenſe of All Things of Prayer. 
The very Calling of God therefore Father, and Our Father, muſt 
needs reach the State of the Aduption, or Manifeftation of the Kingdom 
of God, which is the State of the Reſurrefzon, or Redemption of our 
Bodies ; which is the State of the Reſtitution of All Things; which is 
the State of the World to Come; which is the State of the New Feru- 
ſalem, and of the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt; which Kingdom the New 
Feruſalem is ; and accordingly, It hath a Reſurrection, and a New 
Creation Appertaining to it ; which is the Reſtitutzon of All Things ; 
ſo that this Prayer. muſt even from this Prefatory Addreſs be the 
Prayer of the Kingdom. 

Let us now conſider the further Magnification of God by his Re- 
fidence in Heaven, that we may obſerve; whether That have any 
ManuduCQtion of our Thoughts towards the Kingdom : Our Father 
which art in Heaven, or in the Heavens : Theſe words are a Magni- 
fication of God, as by his ſupreme Reſidence in the Heavens, or in 
the Heaven of Heavens. 

Now to pray to him, who Dwrelleth in the Heavens, that his 
Name may be San#ified, as in Heaven, and on Earth, and his King- 
dom Come, as in Heaven, and on Earth ; and his Will Done, as in Hea- 
wen, and on Earth; what is it, but to Beſeech Him to Bow the Heavens, 
to Rend the Heavens, and to Come Down ;, and to Eſtabliſh as in a 
Lower Heaven, a parallel State, as in Heaven, and on Earth. Ir is 
to ſay to God, as Solomon ſaid ; The Heaven of Heavens cannot contain 
Thee. Come down therefore into the Lower Heaven, and Earth, and 
Eitablifh a State as in Heaven, and on Earth; And becauſe, This 
cannot be in the preſent Old lower Heaven, and Earth, Therefore 
ro pray for ſuch a State, as in Heaven, and on Earth, is to pray for 
the New Heaven, and the New Earth, or the New Jeruſalem, that 
ſhall Come Down trom Our Lord out of Heaven. And when this 1s, 
The Heavens that now are, ſhall be Rent indeed, as an old Garment ; 
and ſhall with the vehemency of that Flame melt, and Come Down ; 
And They ſhall be according to this his Promiſe, New Heavens, 
and a New Earth, whersin Righteouſneſs ſhall Dwell; and w his 

ame 
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Name ſhould be Santtified, his Kingdom come and His will be done, as 
in Heaven and in Earth, 

And in our Father, not only the Father , but the Eternal Word, 
who is One with the Father, is Prayed unto, So that, in a more pro- 

r-Sence of the Prayer, we beſeech his Comming down in our Nature ; 

or the Heavens Receive and ſo Contain Him, but till the Times of 
the Re-En-Liveninggand Reſtitution of All Things, the Re-En-Livening 
them, as by a RefareGion, and New Vigor of the whole Creation, 
Then they ſhall no longer Recerze or Contain Him, but He ſhall De- 
ſcend, even that Jeſus now Preached, God will ſend Down from the Hea- 
vens, that now Receive Him. Atts 3, 20, Oc 

And thus there is nothing more ſuitable to Scripture, then to DeZ 
ſcribe God in the Heaven, when he is to Manifeſt Himſelf as Comming 
down from Heaven, and out of Heaven, Thus God Dwelling with the 
Humble and Contrite Heart is prefaced with his Dwelling in the High, 
and Holy Place, and Inhabiting Eternity, and with the Heaven, being 
His Throne, and the Earth His Foot-Stool ; and together with this 
Deſcription of the Grandieur of God in Heaven, is joyned the Crea- 
tion of New Heavens , and a New Earth, c. 65, c. 66. to ſhew, how 
Great the Power of Him, that Dpeleth in the Heavens is; And the 
Dwelling of God and of Chriſt in the Heavens now, isno Barr to His Ta- 
ternacle being with Men in the Kingdom of Chriſt, but the Infinite 
Power therein Imployed . produces it 1n its own Time: At the 
New Feruſalem, it zs Proclaimed therefore out of Heaven, with a Loud 
Viice; The Taberacle of God 7s with Men, and he will Dwell among them; 
Not they with Him, as in the Heaven of Heavens; but He with 
them, as in the New Heaven and New Earth. The Poe is from 
Heaven , and the New Jeruſalem comes down from God out of Hea- 
ven. 

Thus we ſee, how fitly the Addreſs to God, 45 our Father ;, and 

as our Father, who zs in Heaven; agree with the Scriptures Relating 
tothe Kingdom of Chriſt, 


I Come therefore to the Firf Petition, and to Obſerve how agrec- 
able it is to the Elevation of the Prayer, as it 1s the Prayer of the King- 
dom, The Words of this Firſt Petition, are thele great ones; Hal- 
lowed or Sandtified be thy Name. And it is to be Remarked , that they 
ſuſtain the Place of the Firſt Petition of ſo Great a Prayer; and 
Theſe Confiſt of T'wo Parts, viz. the Grand Object in the Eye, as 
I may ſo ſpeak, of the Peticion, and that is, the Name of God; 
and That which is Prayed, or Pefired concerning it; that it may 
be Sandtified ; and further the Form or Manner of the Petition 1s 


ercatly to be Conſidered; It is not declared, how, or by wow 
4 the 
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the Nam: is to be Sandified, but abſolutely, that it ſhould be San#i-. 
fied, till we come to that Common Modification of theſe 
Three Petitions, as in Heaven and upon Earth; as hath bcen ſer 
Out, 

Ler us then Enquire for the Higheſt Senſes of the Name of God, 
and of the Sandification of Hrs Name ; for it is-certain, this Prayer 
taught by Chriſt Reaches thoſe Higheſt Senſes , and choice Higheſt 
Senſes muſt Iſſue rhemſelves, when ever the Petinon is Anſwered in- 
to a State, as in Heaven, and* upon, Earth, A\l which Laid ro- 

ether , will Abſolutely evince, and make Good , that no Lower 

ate, than that of the-Kingdom of- Chriſt, can be the Anfwer of this. 
Prayer. 

It we then Fir Reſearch. the Name of God , it can be no other 
in 'ics Higheſt Sence , but his Nature in its Higheſt Manifeſta- 
tion: For His Name 1s, Tam, that 1am; that is, His Being is His. 
Name, and His Name is His Being. When God therefore ſays to 
the Iſraclites, he was nor known unto their Fathers, by his Name 
Jehovah, It ſ1znifies, be was not known unto them by thoſe Eſenti- 
al Manifeſtations of himſelf, he was now about to make himſelf known 
tothemſelves the Children of thoſe Fathers by., before Egypt and the 
Canantes, and in thoſe Glorious Appearances from Heaven, at his 
Giviug of the Land, and in the Tabernacle of Teſtimony; And Gene- 
rally, where ever, there are Extraordinary Appearances of Divine 
Power, and Glory, and Wondrous Works, there his Name is ſaid to be 
near; as many Scriptures do ſhew. When God gave Moſes a ſight 
of- his Glory ; he is ſaid to Proclaim his Name, Exod. 33, c. 34 Now 
there isno Manifeſtation or Divine Difpenſation what ever, where- 
in the Divine Glory. ſo Appear'd as in and by our Lord Zeſus Chriſt, 
in whom-his Name 1s faid to be, and whois ſaid to come in his Name, 
and to declare his Name ;, So there is no Manifeſtation of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt ſo great, as that of his Kingdom, when the Lord ſhall be 
One in all the Earth, and his Name One ;, and that One Name is in Chriſt, 
to whom God hath given a Name above every Name, that is Named in 
Heaven or Earth ; And all ſhall confeſs Him. to be Lord, to the Glory cf 
God the Father: Becauſe the Name of God the Father is Eſſentially in him, 
as be is the Eternal. Word, and in him by way of Higheſt Mani- 
feſtation , as he is the Son of Man , ot the Eternal Word in Human 
Nature. | 

Secing then , It can no way be denied, but that every Word of 
this Prayer is to be underſtood in the Higheſt Sence; The Name of God, 
muſt be underſtood in the higheſt Sence,. both as to the Manifeſta- 
tion of bis Eſenral, Eternal, Increated Glory; And That is by the Eter- 


wa! Words And as tohis Manifeſtation of himſelf in a Created Glory, 
An 
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and *its higheſt Elevation; That is in the Glory of the on:y 
Begotten Son of God, beheld in the heighth of his Glory, and of his 
Kingdom : And thus we ſce in Regard of the: Name of God , .this 
Prayer muſt be the Prayer of the Kingdom. 

et us now Conſider the Thing that is Deſired rovching 
this Name of God ; And thatis, That it may be. Sandified, and Abſo- 
lutely Sandtified. Sandtified be thy Name, ſo expreſſed, as to {ignifie 
an Abſolute Sandrficatoon, 

That we may then underſtand the Sandifying of Gels Neme;Ho- 
lineſs it ſelf is to be fought our in the true iNotion of it; now Ho- 
lineſs is that ſo Supream Atribute of God, that the Seraphims Reſt not. 
Day and Night, ſaying, Holy, Holy, Foly, is the Lord of Hoſts The ful- 
nejs of the Earth is his Glory. T hat is, it- properly is fo, and 
ought to be ſo: So this is ſaid by way of higheſt Exa'tari- 
= in the Song of Moſes, . the Servant of God, Glorious in Holy- 
neſs, 
Now the Effential Notion God gives us of Holineſs in his Ward. 
is; Separation to God is Holiuefs to Jehovah. The Contrary tothis Holineſs 
is Commonneſs-to other Uſes, "The Aolinefs of God is then his Eter- 
nal Separation to himfelf in the perfeftion of his own Bcing, and 
Glory; the Receiving into Union with which his own Saints, and 
Servants; Angels, and Men , 1s their Holineſs and Glory: and this 
he doth by no other than himſclf, by the Eternal Word, in our Na- 
tyre, and by-his Spirit in and:through him, 

If this then bethe Notion of the Eſential Holineſs of God ; Sandti- 
fication of God, or of his Name can be noother than the Manifeſtation of 
God, as thus Infinitely Holy : For there can be no Addition, to the 
Holineſs, ſeeing, it is Infenre; Men aretherefore ſaid to Sandtify God, 
when they declare, and Speak. of, and Treat with God, as 1r- 
finitely Holy; So God is ſaid to Sandify  himfelt when He Lays: 
y- aventun on Creatures to See him, and Speak of him, as ſo 
Holy. 
Now it is Certain none can Santtify God, as himſelf; As his owrr. 
Purity, Power, Wiſdom , Truth, Goodneſs is Seen , Acknowedg'd, A- 
dored in: his Great Works, and Word; So the more Immediate the- 
Appearance is, the Greater is the San@ification. T he Works of 
Immediate Power, and -Preſence Sanfify God more than his General . 
Works , as Moſes. Sings to him; Glorious in Holineſs, Fearful in Praiſes, 
doing Wonders, When God had Appeared ſo Immediately at the 
Red Sea; Never was God-fo Sax&tified as by Jeſus Chriſt, whom. to- 
chat ſo great End He Sandified, is- Sealed, and Sent into the Worlds to 
_ him by ſhewing and Setting out his own Holineſs, and declar-- 


ing his Name. No way therefore can God be ſo Sandtifted,, yy In.: 
that: 
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that Kingdow, wherein God, and the Lamb, Chriſt, will have his 
Throne, and his Tabernatle ſhall be with men ; T hen ſhall God be 
kuown to be the Holy, Holy, Holy, and the Fullneſs of the Earth hs 
Glory: For when Eſay ſa» this Glory of Chriſt, [hen was this Ac- 
clamation to his Holinſs. And as it was then by Serophs, ſo when 
the Kingdom of Chriſt is, ſhall ir be by all his Saints, as in the New 
Heaven, {o on the New Earth; and his Servants ſhall ſee his Face, and 
his Name ſhall be in their Foreheads : And ſo T hey 1n their Sphere are 
in a perpetual Sardtificetion of the Name of God, as with a Plate on 
their Forcheads, inſcribed with Holineſs to Zehowah, 

S-cing then, as hath b:en already Arguea, and it can no way be 
denied ; This Prayer Aſcends to the very Heighth of Things, that 
areto be frayed for, and to rhe higheſt Senſes, the Words, it uſes, can 
be expounded into;and that there is fuch a State and Kingdom,where- 
in the Name of God ſhall be thus Sandtified to the Higheſt by Saints, by 
Chriſt, who is Himſelf, even in ſo immediate a Kingdom : Cer- 
tainly This Prayer, at its higheſt Elevation, mult be a Prayer for the 
State of that Kingdom, and that Sandtification of the Name of God, And 
feeing it muſt be a St:te, 2s in a Parallelliſm, and as in Heaveny and 
pon Earib; as hath been Argued from the I/!! of God, Done as in 
Heaven, and upou Earth ; "The Glory of Gol, in the Holineſs of his 
Name, mult ſhine. as in Aeaven, and upon Earth; that is, from the 
New Heaven upon the New Earth, 


I come now to the Second Petition, Thy Kingdom come, And whe- 
ther it be taken in the ftrit Senſe of the Words, or in the Connexi- 
on with the Petztzons before and after ir, it will be every way evin- 
ced, T hat this Prayer muſt be the Prayer of the Kingdom, 

For when we pray, T hat the Kingdom of God may com?, what Kins- 
dom can it be that ſhould come ? The Azmgdom of God's Univerſal 
Power and Dominioa cannot be pray'd for, that it ſhau'd, becaule it is 
al yay, it hath becn alway, and it cannot but be for ever : The King- 
dom of the Goſpel it might be, till the Univerſal Preaching of it by the 
Apoſiles, and Firſt Miniſters of the New Teſtament : But then the 
Coming of it was Accomplithed,except as there ſhall be a more Full 
and Glorious Coming at the more Univerſal Preaching of it, asthis 
Prayer muſt needs import : Orelfe to pray, That the Kingdom ma 
come, as 1t 15 the Kingdom of the GoSel, mult be, asto pray, that M:/- 
fiah might come, who is already come ; And That would be a Sccret 
Denial, T hat Chriſt zs come in the Fleſh, and that This is the Truc 
Gogpel, or Grace of God wherein we ſtand. If therefore it be the King- 
dom of the Goel, that is /as it is indeed) here to be underſtood ; It 
Mult needs be, That as the Mefah is to have an Univerſal Glorious 
Kins- 
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Kingdom ; ſo there ſhall be yet a much more Univerſal and Effectual 
areachmg of the GoSpely even the Everlaſling GoSpel, Declaring, and 
Introducing that Kingdom. 

There is, I acknowledge, yet remaining, a Kinzdom of Glery 2 
Eternity, introducd by the Day of Judgment, according to the Ge- 
neral Notion, that might be intended in this Prayer. And though 
this Kingdom could not properly be ſaid to come, in regard of Place, 
iceing it is to be in the Higheſt Heaven, where it already 1s ; yet that 
the Lime of ir might come, might be prayed ; and thar in the mean 
Time, the Will of God, might in Degree, and in Sincerity be Dore 
91 Earth, asin Heaven, But becauſe, as hath. been already, and thall 
{till be Argued : There is a Glorious Kingdom betore that, and that 
ſtands in a Parallel, berwixt the New Heaven and the New Earth; and 
that prepares for, aad ſues into that Greateſt Kingdom of Eternity , 
and is indeed One with it in all Subſtantials ; Ir muſt needs be moſt 
Direly in the Eye of this Prayer, which reaches the higheſt ſenſe, 
that the Words can poſſibly be ſuppoſed to contain, 

Secing then the Goel in the Univerſal preaching ;, in that Ir is to 
bring forth the Great, and moſt Illuſtrious Kingdom of God, and of 
Chriſt, is call'd the Kingdom of God; and that Our Lord continual! 
caifd it fo in that Time of his Miniſtry, wherein he gave this Pray- 
?r;and wherein He Teaches to pray, Thy Kingdom come; Thzs King- 
dom muſt needs be underſtood to be the Higheſt State of the Goſpel, 
moſt Univerſally and moſt Effcaciouſly preach'd ſo, that it ſhall indeed 
moſt conſpicuouſly and illuſtriouſly bring forth that Xingdom 22 ts 
Glory, And that is the Kingdom here prayed tor: And it is a Aingdom 
that ſhall never end , and therefore is One Kingdom. with the Eternal 
Kinzdom of God, into which it is Delivered up. 


From All which it follows, The Preaching of the Goſpel is not that 
Kingdom in the meer Adminiſtration, or Preaching of it, but as 1t 15 
to produce the Kingdom of God, and of Chri& in its Glery, For Chriſt 
Lett the Goel in preaching, when He went into a Far Countrey, to Rc- 
Ceive a Kingdom, and to Return with ic , when that Goſþe, ſhould 
have its full Effet; and he ſhews, That though the Preaching of the 
Goſpel did iminediately Appear, yet the Kingdom did not immedzately 
.l;pear ; there was a Dawn of it in that Preaching, which is therefore 
in a General Way, cal!'d, the Kingdom of God. But it was not to 
bring forth the Kingdom, ti!la Second, more Univerſal and Eflcftua: 
Publication, Luke 19. compar'd with Revel. 14. 


A 
And thus far I have Argued upon a ſimple Conſideration of the 
Words in Them{lves : But it we look upon them as Inyo0.v'a 
J. Wikia, 


be. I 
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with the Foregoing and Following Petitzons, the Enforcement is 
much ſtronger ; For the Connexion may be Three manner of ways 
underſtood ; and in which ſoevyer of thoſe ways it be underſtood, 
rhe Argument will be very forcible. 


I. Lertheſe Three Petitions ſtand equally as Petitions ; And if it 
be a Rule of Prayer, for the Enlargement of the Glory of God, thars 
his Glory ſhould be the Fullneſs of the Earth, or as in Heaven and upon 
Earth ; Then rhere is the Force of a Petition Taught by Chriſt in- 
fallibly, according to Faith, according to Promiſe, according to the 
7/ll of God, and under the Mediation of Chriſt ; and therefore That 
muſt be Anſwer'd ; For there is the fame Rule of Proportion, that if 
we ought todefire, the Will of God may be done, and His Name ſandti- 
fied, as in Heaven and upon Earth, we ought alſo to Pray, His King- 
dom may come, a5 in Heaven, and upon Earth. 

2. Take the Petitions in Connexion ; And if that Petition, Thy 
Till be done as in Heaven and on Earth, be Heard, it cannot be other- 
wiſe, the Kingdom of God muſt be, a5 in Heaven and on Earth, For his 
Will done zs hzs Kingdom; and fo proportionably, His Name muſt be 
ſan@ified: When one is, the other cannot but be: If any one is 
aot the other cannot, either of Them be. | 

2. Indeed, the Kingdom placed in the middle, is as the Great In: 
ftrument by which the other T'wo are effefted, the Center about 
which they turn ; T hat his Name may be ſandified, and his Will done, 
as in Heaven and on Earth, His Kingdom muſt come, as in Heaven and 
on Earth, 

For what Reaſon can be given, ſeeing itis ſo highly picaſing and 
acceptable to God, and ſo due from all his Creatares; if it be but in 
the Nature of the Thing poſſible ; that his Name ſhould be ſan&ified, 
and his Will done, as in Heaven, and on Earth, that it ſhould not in fo 
long a Time, either before, or eſpecially ſince this Prayer taught by 
our Lord, have come to paſs; but that in his wite Diſpoſe and Deter- 
mination, the Time of hts Glorious and Iiluſtrious Kingdom, as i 

Heaven, and on Earth, was not yet come, 

When thereforethe Myſtery of God ſhall be finiſtfd in the Days of the 
Seventh Angel, and He ſhall Sound, it ſhall be proclaim'd, that the King- 
doms of this World are become the Kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Chriſt 
Thar he hath take to him his Great Power, and Reigns, when there 
ſþall be the Yoice of many YVaters, and of mghty Thunderings; ſaying, The 
Lord God Ommipotent Reigns ; T hen ſhall be the Kingdom and Appearing 
of the Lord Zeſus Chriſt ; And it ſhall be a Kingdom, as in Heaven and 
4 Earth, a Kingdom of God. and of the Lamb, Reyel. 19. 
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I come therefore to the Third Petition, Thy Wil be done. as in 
Heaven, and upon Earth ; For ſo are the Words cxatily tranſlated : 
And it ſeems not unworthy Notice, That when in the Addreis to 
God, we ſay, Our Father which art in Heaven, The Word in the Gree 
is in the Plural Number, who art wn the Heavens. But when we pray, 
Thy Will be done, as in Heaven, and on Earth; the word Heaven is 11 the 
ſingular Number, and ſo in the Revelation, c. 21. a fingle New Heaven 
John ſaw. 

Now theſe words are generally underſtood, as if they had been 
thus Form'd; Thy Wl be done on Earth, according to the Exemplar of 
its being don? in Heaven ; but in both Matthew and Luk? they arc 
fram'd by way of parallel, Let thy Will be doae, as in Heaven, and upon 
Earth. So that in ſtricteſt hoiding to the words, the Prayer is for 2 
parallel State, as in Heaven and upon Earth. I dare not deny, bur if 
there were not Another Admirable Senſe given us by Scripture con- 
cerning them, That Senſe of rhe Exemplarity of the ill of God be- 
ing done on Earth as in Heaven, were very clcar and gooi: But when 
this Contexture is ſuch, as toFavour Another Senſe moſt, v7. of the 
Parallelliſm;and that Scripture offers ſuch a Paralleliſm tous, Undoubr- 
edly the Paralleliſm is rather to be choſen. 

When therefore, as I have already Argued, this Prazer is ſo 
Founded, that this Petitzon ſhall certainly be Anſwerd; And that 
it muſt be Anſwered in a State on ſome Earth, and that ir cannot be 
otherwiſe Anſwered ; and that there is ſo great Countenance of a 
Parallelliſm, as in Heaven and upon Earth : we have nothing more ne- 
cefſary now to do, than to ſearch: Scripture for the full ſerrling ofthis 
Paralelliſm. 


By Three Gradations therefore we may take this Paralz:- 

ſm, 

I, By conſidering thoſe Ccriptures that Repreſent Z-averand Earth 
in ſuch a Parallel ; The Aroſtle Peter fays, YVYe, according to his pro- 
miſe, look for New Heavens, and a New Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteouj- 
neſs ; where the Parallel hes in the Heaven and Farthexprely nam'd; 
in both being New, and Righteouſnefs dwelling in both., Ep. 2. C3. 13s 

Again, the Apoſtle, Epheſ. 1. 10. ſpeaking of that very Time of 
the Kingdom of Chrift in its Glorious Appearance, when he ſhall appear 
the Second Time, without Sin, unto Salvation ; He calls it, the Oeconomy, 
the Fullneſs of Time. Nowat this Time, faith the Apoſtle, God would 
Recollett All, as into One Head in Chriſt, even in Chriſt ; All things wn 
Heaven and Earth. Here are All things in Heaven and Earth, Here 
- Fa Things in Heaven and in Earth in a parallel in Chriſty even 31 
Chriſt, 

| In 
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In a Scripture of a very like Conſticution with this, Col. 1: 20, the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of God Reconciling All Things in Heaven ant Earth by 
b:m, ev2n by hin. - Here again are All Things in Heaven and Earth in 
a parallel, Reconci'd by him to God, even by him : As it the Apoſtle 
i1 both places had ſail, Take notice, | ſay ic Twice over, [z him, Hh: 
him ; By himy By him, are All Things in Heaven and Earth Gathered under 
one Heal, and Reconcil d. 

Laſtly, ln a ?ſa'm Prophetick of the Laſt Turningthe Captivity of the 
pzople of God, as in a paralelliſm berwixt Heaven and Earth, it is faid, 
Truth ſhall Spring out of the Earth, and Righteouſneſs ſhall Look down from 
Heaven, Plal. 85. 11. 

How now can Things be more fix'd and ſettled for the Ding the 
Pull of God, as in Heaven, and on Earth, than that there ſhould be a 
New Heaven and 4 New Earth, wherein Righteouſneſs fhall dwell? T hat 
All Things in Haven and Earth ſhould be Reconcal'd by Chrift to God ? and 
chat Truth ſhould ſpring out of the Earth, and Righteouſneſs look down from 
Heaven ? When things are thus, it cannot be otherwiſe then, but 
that, what hath never yct been in this Old Earth, but in Chriſt Alone, 
ſhould be, viz. That the Viz sf God ſhould be done as in Heaven, and 
pon Earth, 

v4 The Scripture gives Account of the Dead zn Chriſt, or of Thoſk 
who Step by 7eſus, that God will bring them with him ; and as {ignity- 
ing, They ſhall be with Chriſt in the Arr, viz. of the Nev Heavez : 
The Livng Saints ſhall after the 1000 Years Kingdom of Chriſt be 
caught upto that moſt Genyral Aſembly, and Church of the Firſt Born, All 
Saints together mcetins Chriſt, when he Delivers up the Kingdom: - 
So then during the 1000 Nears Kingdom, there ſhall be Saints with 
Chriſt in Bodies incorruptible, that cannot die, being the Children of God, 
and of the Reſurrection; and Saints in Paradiſiac Bodies, chang'd ; So as 
that They ſhall not dye ; One in the New Heaven , the Other on the 
New Earth : Now as by the One, the VPill of God ſhall be done mn 
Heaven; by the other, as in a parallel, upon Earth ;, As in Heaven, and 
upon Earth. 

3+ As in the New Heaven, there ſhall be a Reſtitution of the Cre- 
ation, that the Heavens ſhall bz Clean, and the Stars Pare; and the 
Higheſt Order, and Beanty in All; and no Enm'ty or Smiting 
irom thence upon Any Thing on Earth; and all thoſe Hoſts and 
Powers of the Air, Spiritual Wickedneſes in Heav-nly Places, Diſlodged , 
and ſeal'd up in their Aby/, making Room for better Inhabitants; 
So the Earth ſhall be fo fruirtul of All that is Excellent, that inſtcad 
of the Briars and Thorns, ſhall come up the Fir Treeand the Myrtle 
Tree; And they ſhall beto the Lord a Sign, and a Memorial, that ſhall 
not be cut of, And at the ſame Time, the marual Enmitics - rhe 

rca- 
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Creatures, moſt Contrary to the Gracious Deſignment of the Crea- 
tor ſhall be utterly Extinguiſhed, and a wonderful Reconciliation a- 
mong Them; So that the Ly9m, and the Lamb ſhall lye down together; 
There ſhall be an Univerſal Tameneſs, and Quret, There ſhall be no 
Hurting nor Deſtroying in all the Holy Mountain of the Lord ; For Know- 
ledo fhall cover the Earth, as the Water does the Sea , A State, which we 
All know, hath never been yet ; But to Reconcale Event and Prophe- 
cy together, Men haye becn forced to Evapurate and Attenuate Pro- | 
phecy into Allegory. 

Now according to this our $av10ur Compoſes this Prayer; And 
Holineſs to the Lord, the moſt Comprehenſive Expreſſion of the Will of 
God is moſt Specific to theſe Two States; For as above, All is molt 
Pure, Clear, aud Undefiled ; So below, Holineſs to the Lord is on 
the Equippings of the Horſes, upon the Bowls, and Pots in the Lords 
Houſe , Which ſhall be as Bowls before the Altar, as of a Holineſs, that 
is of nearer Approach to God: And all the Pots and Bowls in Feru- 
ſalem ſhall be Holineſs to the Lord, which in Prophetic Language is the 
very ſame with Thy Il] be done as in Heaven , and upon Earth x 
when All the Saznts are Priefs of God, and of Chriſt, and Reign a 
1200 Nears, Zeh. 14. 20, 

All which comes Home to all that has been ſaid; Thar 
This Prayer, and the Expoſition of it at the true Height is, asof the 
Prayer of the Kingdom; And we pray that the Will cf God may be done; 
that is . that there may be Holineſs to the Lord, as itn Heaven, and 
on Earth , in that State of Chrifts Kingdem ; the New Heaven, or 
= Jeruſalem Above, and the New Earth, or the Zeruſa'em Be- 
op. 


I go forward now to the Teurth Petition. Give us this day, our daily 
Bread. And it may ſeem, Thzs Petition can no way confilt with that 
High Sence of this Pra; er,that hath been undertaken to be given of 
it; Butat leaſt here the Prayer muſt Flat into a Prayer ſuited only to 
the Preſent State. For what , may we fay , can be plainer, that 
no Higher is Intended, than the preſen State? when we pray, that 
this Bread may be given us To Day, or This Day; That it may be 
Given according to the Day: afid when it is called our Bread, and 
hereunto isto be Accommodated the word, we Tranſlate Daily ; All 
This Layed together, makes it ſcem Impoffible to extend the Sence 
of this Bread beyond the neceſſary Bread of this preſent Life, with 
any Agreeableneſs to the Yords of the Petition. 


_ But againſt all this I ſhall Levy theſe Four Arguments, that there 
is a much Higher Intention, than the preſent Bread of Natural Life, 
M Couched 
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Couched under this Petitivn, But I Firſt premiſe I do by no means 
deny, but moſt Fully, and Freely Acknowledge ; Thereis a Plain 
and Manifeſt Intention ot Supp/icating God , in this Petition, for the 

reſent nzceſfiti-s of Life ; that they may be Supplied to us accord- 
10g to the Food, that is Convenient for us; and in order to our Support 
for the Secking the Eternal Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
Bread that endures to Everlaſiing Life; This our Father knows that 
we have need of ; So that I do not in the leaſt Impeach any. Part of 
thoſe Exellenr, and Profitable Diſcourſes, that have been made 
upon this Petitzon, in Relation to our depenedncy upon Providence 
for the neceſſaries of Life ; or that Moderaticn, and Contentment, ir, 
what is neceſſary for the day, without taking Care for To morrowx; W hich 
our Lord Annexes to this very Peruion , after this yery. Prayer 
there Given. 

Bur upon all this,it muſt be Conſidered, and underſtood ; that as 
cur Lord in declaring Hmpelf the Bread of Life, and the Brea1 from 
Heaven, ſerved Himſelf of the General Notion we have of Bread, 
and of the Uſefnineſs of itto Life to convey into our thoughts, 
and-*to Raiſe our Hearts to that. much more Excellent Bread ; So 
under the Petition for. our dayly Bread , He did intend to lift up our 
Hearrs in Prayer for a much Higher Thing; And as in that Dil- 
courſe of the Bread of Life , He did not pull down our value , aud 
eſteem of Natural Bread but ailowed it ; So in the Petition for a much 
Higher Bread , He did not Diſannul Prayer for the Bread of the Day, 
but made it the Vehicle of a much Higher Supphcation :. And thoſe 
very Words our Bread, and to Day, and what js According to the 
Day , which ſeem moſt to.ſtay our Thoughts in the Bread of Na+ 
_ are alſo moſt Appolite Conyeyances of our Lords Great Pur- 
pole. | 


Argum. I. Our Lord, Entertains a Large, and Great Diſcourſe Con- 
cerning Himſelf, as the Bread of Life ; Concerning the Bread, that 
came down from Heaven; And that endures to Everlaſtinz Life; Con- 
cerning Eating Hrs Fleſh, and Drinking Hzs Blood; And that elſe we 
have no Liſe in us, but that whoſoever ſo Eateth, and Drinketh, Dwelleth 
mn Christ, and Chriſt in him ; and as the Living Father hath ſent Hin, 
and He Ives by the Father ; So he that ſo Eateth and Drinketh ſhall 
Live by Him, and He will Raiſe him up at the Laſt day : Our Lord de- 
clares an Eating and Drinking at His Table in Hrs Kingdom ; He hath 
by His Servant John ſett out the Life of that Kingdom Suſtain'd by a. 
Tree of Life, and by a River Clear, as Chriſtal, Flowing with the Wa: 
zerof Life ; He hath Appointed that Great Ordinance of the Lords 
Supper, ll Hs Comes, as a Symbol of that Bread, and Water of Life 
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in His Kingdom. Can it then be, that in ſo Great an /ſlitution of 
Prayer, Comprehenſive (as 1 have ſaid) of all the Goſpe!l, and Word of 
the Kingdom, fo far as it can Fall into Prayer: 'l hat a Petition for 
Bread ſhould miſs that Suapream Bread of the Kingdom, ſomuch Difſ- 
conrſed in His Word , So promiſed in His Kingdo, fo Repreſent- 
cd in the Supper of His Kingdom? We may be Afured , Itcannot 
be; And that therefore this Bread muſt be of a Higher lmportance 
than Natural Bread, 


Argum. 2. Eſpecially Our Lord ſers a ſevere Brand in the 
Expoſition, or diſcourſe after, as upon the Heads of this Pray- 
er ; upon too Earneſt Care, and Seeking,(v:z, by Prayer, as one way; ) 
What we ſhall Eat, and Drinck, 8c. and Recommends to our Princi- 
pal Deſires, and Prayers, the Kingdom of God, and the Righteouſ- 
neſs of it , as what ſhould be in our Eye ; And affures us that cur 
Father Knoweth the need we have of. Other Things , and will give them 
in Courſe, as a Surpluſage to thoſe Greater Things : Not that we 
are Forbidaen to Pray for them at all, but that they ſhould be the Low- 
eſt of our Prayers, And therefore T hey cannot be the Principal of 


' ſuch a Petition as Thisis : Our Lordalfo ſeverely Reproves thaic who 


Sought Him, becauſe they Ear even of His Miraculous Loaves, and 
were Filled : and diredts them Better, then to Labour for the Meat that 
Periſheth, ſetting beſore them, as was ſaid , that which Enduzeth to. 
Eterna! Life. 

How then can it be, that this Bread, that ferifheth ſhould take up 
One, though ir be but One Petition in this Prayer, and it not 
have a Higher Sence, and Meaning, in a Higher Spirit- 
cd Bread , then our daily Natural Bread? Certainly ict cannot 

C. 


Argum. 3. Our Lord made choice of ſuch a Ford, in the Lan- 
ouage; wherein He gave this Prayer, wiz. that which Two Inſpired 
Writers Unitormly give ©o155105, which moſt nearly, nextly, and 
naturally ſignifies , Super-Eſential , or Super-Subſtantial; and it Poſes 
and even Crucifies Learned Men, when they cannot Acquieſc in that 
Sence, The very Enquiry therefore after the Sence of a Mord no 
where clſe uſed, and the ſo Ready Offer of Super-Eſentialty, 
Super-Subſtantiality muſt needs perſwade us; Our Lord intended the 
mow that came down from Heaven, Eſpecially by this Super-Eſentiat 

read, 


Argum. 4. Thofe Expreſſions, Ou» Bread, Bread for to Day, or 
that 25. according. to the Day ; and daily., or ſucceſſive Bread, from Day: 
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to Day, as ſome ninderſtand that Wordims5 we, altho they carry No- 
:10ns of great Moderation to all things in this World, a diligence in 
calling , and Juſtice, in Eating our own Bread ; yet they Offer us a 
much Higher Sence in that Super-Efential Bread, as that which is 
much more truely our opn Bread; That better part then much ſerv- 
ng about the Bread of this World, which ſhall ever be taken from 
us, but Endures to Everlaſting Life. This is indeed our own Bread. 
And ir is indeed Bread of a certain Succeſhon, and Sufficiency, as 
certain, as Duration it ſelf ; © mice? Yeſterday and to Day, without a 
Tomorrw, the Sam? for Ever. Bread of every Day, Sufficient to ir, 


and of a certain Succeſſion in Fulleſt, Trueſt S2nce; What They Igno- 


rantly, Carnally Prayed for ; Lord evermore give us this Bread + lt is 
Evermore given, it is unto Eternal Life ; He that Eats of it ſhall never 
Dee, 

And together with it is given to the Saints, The Living, The 
Remaining Saints on the New Earth , a Sufficiency of all outward En- 
joyments, according to the Day , without any Labour or Toyl, 
diſtrafting their Enjoyment of God, and ina certain Succeſh- 
on, without any Care, or Solicitude, or taking Thought for To mor- 
row. 

But how can the State of this World Quietly ſubmit to a De- 
pendency upon Providence, according to the Prayer z or find the Juſt 

emper betwixt that Providence for To marrow, we look upon as our 
Duty and the Care, and [Immoderate Thoughts for To morrow 
our Lord forbids? This World is too Poor, and Indigent, and 
the Courſe of things too Broken, and Diſorderly to Truſt till 7o- 
morrop without Anxieties; Except we had a better Faith than the 
very moſt of Saints have here: Nor can this Bread be called 
Epiouſious, Super-Subſtantial, or Eſſential, or ſo much, as in a kindly 
Natural Courſe of Succeſſion , without ſomething Parallel] to rhe 
Sweat of the Brow: Or ſo much as Oars : Since beſides all other 
Reaſons, that may be given , which make it roo apr to be the 
Mammon of Uutighteouſneſs, It is very often , that while 2t zs in our 
Mouth, the Body, for which it is, and zt Periſh together. So that this 
Petition in its Juſt Elevation of Sence can never be Anſwered, bur in 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, which afſures us; 7 ts the Prayer of the King- 
dom. Although it is indeed our Duty, and it ought ro be our 
axtoer Prayer, to come as near as we can to the State herein Im- 

orted. 
: But we are too much Gerfiles in this Regard, not ouly caring 
Inordinately, but Inordinately Enjoying the World, more than 
can Conſiſt with thedelay of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and His Patienca 
forit; And as it were toſhew we are yet in the Gentzles Times, our 
very 
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very Word to expreſs Splendor of Condition, and Afiuence, is taken 
from Them, even that Word we Rate our ſelves ſo much by :Gen- 
tile is taken from the Gentiles, By which lintend not to diminiſh a- 
ny thing from True Honour, Worth or Accomplithment, Diſtin- 
fion of Families, or Perſons; but make a Full Allowance of Ho- 
nour, and Reverence, to whomſoever due. Bur I cannot bur obſerye 
how Ominous a Word we uſe to expreſstheſe Things. 

But co ſum up All concerning this Petztion : Seeing the Word we 
ranſlate Daily; hath not ſo much as any Air, Sound, or Breath of 
Daily in it ; and that the faireſt Senſe is Super-Eſential, Super-Subſtan- 
tial, and that Jeſus Chriſt is Alone that Bread, even that Living 
Bread, on which Angels and Saints are continually Repaſted ; and 
in Regard of which, Manna the Type was call'd Angels Food, and 
for which They now ſtoop down tothe Churches Table, What Rea- 
ſon is there to underſtand this Petitzon in its higheſt Eleyation, to be 
for the Table of the Kingdom, and the Bread ſo convement to Immortal 
Beings ? which the Innumerable Company of Angels, together with the 
Saints in the New Jeruſalem, eat of, as of the Tree of Life in the Para- 
diſe of God ; and drink of, as of the Chryſtal River Running through the 
Holy City ; even the Fruit of h#s Redemption, which 1s indeed 1n the 
Beginnings of it participated here below; bur is then as a Paſſover 
fullflld, and that Frait of the Vin? drunk New, in that fo exalted Par- 
ticipation of the Great Marriage-Supper of the Lamb in his King- 
dom. 

And of this Enjoyment the Saints below have their juſt propor- 
tion, ſo that they ſhall never diz ; The Leaves of the Tree of Life are 
for the Healing of them, and the Fruit for ſufficient Food, and They 
drink of the Water of Life freely, Running down trom the Holy City, 
and Santfuary; So that though they have not an Advtolute Incorrup- 
tibility, till they are caught up, and put on Incorruption and Immorta- 
lity; Yertheir Corruptible, and Mortal, ſhall never ſee Death, or Cor- 
ruption: And as to all Things of the Preſent State, there is by the 
Divine Benediction, and no Curſe entring, ſuffrcient Food, and Du- 
rable Clothing, That is, All that is neceſſary by a Spontaneous pro- 
duction, without their Toyl, or ſo much as Thought for ir, God 
provides. 

And thus in this very Petition, Chriſt hath Spann'd Heaven and 
Earth with his Hand, and made it correſpendent to the Sanetrfyzng the 
Name of God, and doing his Will in his Kingdom being, come; and to 
ler us into tne Senle of it, hath choſen a Word of an Extraordina- 
ry Rey, and that can be no way interpreted t2 Satisfaftion, but into 
this high Senle of Super-Eſential, Super-Subſtantial, | 


N pf 


” v DC 4-4; = ID 
I ee en 
= «+ » <a ponIInT® Io WE ery 9 + 


——_——————— we 
D_— bY 
bs = " WD 


Sy - 


< E2%> 
— 


neg nods ay os mans —Y 


al". 


- -_ - — — 


ww 


- ” . 
Jn mt Ammt——— CE I - = 


2 
SY 


46 An Expoſition of the Lord's Prayer, 


I proceed now to the Fifth Petition, Forgive us our TreSFaſes, as we 
forgive Them, that treFaſs againſt us. 


Now This Petition alſo, as hath been before obſerved, is a Pe- 
zztion, that ſhall be heard, as all the other Peritions of this Prayer, to 
Perfection. It is moſt True, and undoubted, "Thar it carries an high 
Obligation to mutual Forgiveneſs, even now, among all the Diſciples 
of Chriſt, and Worſhippers of him, according to this Prayer, he hath 
Taught. Burt This doth not exclude the higher Prediftive Senſe, 
that is inc'uded in the Elevation of rhis Petition ; eſpecially becaulic 
we find ſo low a S:ate of Things, if we meafure, according to tt, 
wheti1er we conlider the Comfortable Sen'e, that the Saints of 
Chriſt have of their +ins being pardoned by God; or the Degrees of 
murual Pardon, Chriſtians are Able to extend ene towards another 
in this-Preſent State. 


There are Three Things therefore, that T will. propoſe to Diſ- 
courſe upon it. 


r,. Thatthis Petition imports a State of the Higheſt and Fulleſt 
Forgiveneſs of the Saints of Chriſt, one towards another ; even ſo 
hi Þ that our Lord propoſes it, as the very Standard of the Forgive- 
_- of God , not that it is indeed fo, but contrary-wiſe ; The Fer- 
atveneſs of God is certainly the Original Exemplar of Pardon, and the 
Grand Efficient of it, as 1t is in his Saints, One to Another, 

2, This Petition therefore Declares a Forgiveneſs, and Pardon from 
God, to the Higheſt of all our Notions and Seatiments of Pardon, 
that either we can deſire from, or yield one to another ; which is 
one main Reaſon of our Saviour's Teaching us the Detire of For- 
giveneſs from God, as we Forgive ; That is, to the Heighth and Deyth, . 
© the Breadth and Length of all our Conceptions of Pardon; and alſo, 
as we learn from Scripture, much above, and beyond what we can know, 
a8&k or thing. 

3. When we compare this Prayer with Scripture,in its whole Lati- 
trade, which (as I have ſaid) is the True Expolition of it ; and with 
the Height of Propherical Scripture,in this Point of Reconciliation ; we 
find, It ſhall be of All Things in H aven azd Earth, or of the Creatures 
among themſelves, groof the whole Creation, in all the Parts of it, one 
with another: 


I. I begin with the Firſt, wherein our Lord appears to have Given 
usasa Key, a private Key, That this is the Prayer of his Kingdom 


yiz, That he Teaches 1 to pray, that we may bs forgiven, eycn as we 
forgive; 
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Forgive; Or, as it 1s ſaid in Luke, For we a'ſo forgive. I do not at all 
doubt, as I have already declared on Alj Accounts and fo on this 
butthat our Lord did hereby Teach the Great Duty of Mutual For- 
giveneſs; and that the Expoſitory Diſcourſes upon this Petition, ars 
of Great Weight and Moment, aud of mighty prefling Obligation 
to a'l ſuch Matual Forgiveneſs. But I do only endeavour to ſhew, 
They do not reach the Heighth of this Petition, And therefore on 
Two Grounds I would diſcourſe this, as the Prayer «of the Kingdom, 
upon this Petition, 


1. Thatthe very mention of Forgiveneſs one of another, does im- 
port an high State of our Mutual Forgiveneſs : For the Petition does 
intend not only a Prayer, that God would forgive, as we forzzve ; bur 
alſo a Prayer, that we may forgi»2, ſoas we defire to be /orgiven of God. 
For a Duty ſo much above Fleſh and Blood, and alfo fo contrary to 
Fleſh and Blood, how can we preſume upon in our own ſtrength; 
without Prayer for it, inthe very mention of it included : For elſe 
the Words wauld be, as if we Vyed with God in the Magnanimi- 
ty of Pardon, and defir'd him to take Pattern by us, and to f reve ws; 
Or We are able to forgive thoſe who are indebted to us. Whereas we 
know, and Scripture ſo mikes plain to us : God 7s He to whom none is 
lize, in pardoning Iniquity, Tranſareſſion and Sin. And indecd: none can 
Forgive at all, but God principally and primarily; becauſe every 
Sin againſt Men, is firſt againſt Him, and a YViefation of his Order and Gc= 
vernment of the World: And chereforc David, when he had 1inned 
ſubordinately againſt che Honour of Uriah's Bed, and againſt his 
Life, yetconfeſſes, Againſt Thee, Agaiuft Thee only bave ſinned: Not 
as many would take it, eztolling his Kingly Power and Supremacy, 
but acknowledging God's Original Right over All Things, and that Sin is 
ſo againſt Him, that he hath a Supreme Right of pardoning, without 
the Conſent of the offended Creature ; although it be both the Duty of 
the Offending to Ask, and of the offended Creature to Grant that Pardon ; 
And thar is, becauſe both the Offending and the Offended are his, 


But not infiſting upon our forgiving, as being intended by way of | 


Petition, butonly as a Condition of, and Oualification for Divine Pardox : 
Yer ſeeing Gods forgiveneſs of us, we deſire, ſitould be to the heighth; 
There muſt be a Time, when our forgiving one another ſhall be ar 
ſuch a Heighth, that it may be the Glory of that State ; that. For- 


. giveneſs of one another, and alſo Forgiveneſs from Ged to us; may be at > 


heighth, becauſe this Prayer docs in every thing. imply the highelt 
Sentes, and therefore muſt have an Anſwer to a heighth : S$90n all 
Accountsthere. muſt be a. Time of God's forgiving us,and' our. forgrwe- 
neſs of one another, ac the bcighth'; and rhe Later. muſt be. {uch,. thar' 
at- 
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it may geclare, ard diſplay rhe Glory of the Former ; or elſe This 
Prayer does not Attain its End. 

2, Indeed Our Forgivneſs of one Another is now fo low, thar if it 
ſhould be the Mcafure in any Sence of Gods Forgiving ns, the Beſt, 
and the moſt Charitable would want a plenary Pardon, it fo Mca- 
ſured out t9 Them ; I ſhould defire in the Behalf of Thoſe, who 
Forgive moſt Clearly, They ſhould yer be in a Higher Meaſure For- 
given of Gol, then 1 hey Forgive. 

The beſt Men have too great TinEtures of the Sence of the 7n- 
jury of orhers againſt them, Remaining upon their Spirits; and 
eſpecially according to the Comprehenſive Word here Choſen by 
Chriſt ; Debts; that 13; either what we call ſiriQly Debts, or are 
Reall, and Subſtantial I/rouzs; W ho comes up to Forgive, as They 
delire to be Forgiven of Ged? That All ſhould be Biotted out and Fur- 
given,asif It hid never been; And that it is fo Perfectly Taken away 
by Forgiveneſs. that tho it be Soxu:ht for, it cannot be Found : And 
nct only lo, bu: the Offending, and Indebred Perſon Received into 
Eſpecial Favour : According to the State of TI hings now, even to 
thoſe we Account Good Men,this Petuionwere iather an /mprecation, 
than a Petition, | 

If we ſhould endeavour to Qualify the Petition, as It ſeems to ſul- 
pend Gods Forgiveneſs upon ours,with the Sence; in our Degree, and 
with Sincerity, tho_not to Perfedtion ; Eyen as we are Commanded 
to be Mercifu!, as God is Mercful;, I do Acknowledg It may give 
ſome Sarisfaftion, as to the Time being, and till that great Reforma: 
tion of AllThings, even thatof Reſiztution;, Or elſe we were All moſt 
Miſerab/e, 

Bur {ceing there is a State much Higher both of our Pardon from 
God, and Forgiveneſs to one another ; And that TI have fo often Ai- 
terred, and it cannot bur be yeilded ; Thar this Prayer , that 7-{5 
Chriſt hath Taught, mult Reaci to the very Heighth of Things in 
every Partof it; Andirt is to be Expounded accordiag to the whole 
IWord of God. Let us therefore inquire by the Second Particular 
for that much Higher State of Gors Forgiren:ſs, and of the Saints 
Forziv-neſs one of anithor,” wherein theſe Things ſhall be Convertible, 
and Turn Round upon one another ; we ſha!l Forgive one another 
to that PerfeFion, that Gods Forgiveneſs, Reſerving to it only the 
difference between a Finite, and an [nfinite Foreiver , and Referving 
£9 Gods | orgiveneſs alſo the Exe: Iarineſs,and alſo the Efrciency of our 
Ferewving;, and Gods Forgiveneſs ſhall be according to the F. reiveneſs, 

the full Forgiveneſs of the Saints, | orgiveneſs one of another3 T hat is, 
> cy and perfettion of Gods Forgiveneſsſhall be ſeen in our Per- 
reed * | ergzweing one andther, as in this Mirror and RefleRion ; 
And 
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And therefore the Petition is ſo Framed on purpoſe to Leade us to 
that State of the Kingdom. For that very End the Lower, and 
the Leſſer Thing, the Copy, and the Reflettion is given, as the 
Meaſure of the Higher, and the Greater, and che Original ; For 
if that be ſo Glorious as to be made , as it were , the Exemplar, 
and Original, how much more Glorions is that Exemplar and O- 
riginal it ſelf ? And thar the Refletion and Mirror of Gods Forgive- 
neſs, viz. our Forgivneſs of one another zs ſo Dark now; It aſſuers, there 
ſhall, and muſt be a Time, chat the Original ſhall be more Glori- 
ous in the Manifeſtation of ir ſelf, that the Mirror and Re- 
fletion may be more Glorious; And becauſe it ſhall be fo Glori- 
ous , therefore the Manifeſiation of the Original ſhall be more 
Glorious alfo Fir; All which I will Repreſent in theſe Two 
Particulars. 


1. The State of the Saints, ſhall be a State of the moſt perfe&t 
Purity, from all Remaining Stains of Sin , in Regard of the Ful- 
neſs of Divine Pardon and Forgiveneſs; Then to the Height of 
all Underſtanding Their S:ns ſhall be Blotted out, when theſe Times 
of New Life, and Reſtitution ſhall come from the Preſence of the Lord; 
and They ſhall be Preſented before the Eyes of Hrs Glory without 
Fault, Spot, or Wrinkle or any ſuch thing ; Their Robes being waſhed 
White in the Blood of the Lamb, and being Arrayed in Linen White, 
and Clean, and Cloathed in Change of Ratment, all which expreſs the 
Righteouſneſs of the Saints: T hat State therefore Commenſurate here- 
unto is inwardly full of all Zoy and Peace in Righteouſneſs, and out- 
wardly of all Glory and Happineſs: when the effedts of Righteouſneſs 
ſhall be Peace and Ajurance for ever. 

2. That this may be; There cannot be any thing upon the Breaſls 
of Saints Remaining, one towards another, that ſhall Recall or 
give any Remembrances of their former Tranſgrcffions, or Mu- 
tual Reſentments, one towards another ; For this muſt need be a 
Shade and Cloud upon that Glorious and Happy State, altogether 
both Unbeſeeming, and Unſuitable to it. 

For the Infinite Riches of Grace in the Pardon of Sin, through the 
Blood and Redemption of Chriſt ſo fully ſet out in Glory Operates, both 
as an Exemplar to which the Saints are Conformed in Relation to 
one another ; and by way of Sweeteſt Efficient Attempering them 
in Higheſt Zove to and Uuion one with another ; and that Sence 
they have of the Full, Abſolute Forgiveneſs, Love to, and Vnion 
one with another , is an Inward Pledg and Experiment of the 
Poxer of Forgiveneſs in God and of the High Nature of it; So thartthe 
Saints haye Knowledg of ay. Forgiveneſs in themſelves by their 
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own Forgiveneſs, One of Another ; And therefore Chriſt was pleaſed 
ſo ro put it, Forgive us, as we Forgive. 

3. As a further Luſtre of that State ; Asthe Angels ſhall be Full 
of Love, and the Arimeſty and Affs of Supream Grace ſhall take all 
our Former fins out of their Remembrances ; So the very Enmiry 
of the Creatures, towards us, and among themſelves, of the Wolf 
and of the lamb. of the Lyon and of the Kid, of the Child, and 
of the Aſp , ſhall be Reconci'ed ; and the Antipathies and Offenſtve- 
neſs of their Natures and all Obnoxzouſneſs Cancell'd ; And Duſt a- 
lone ſhall be the Serpen:s Meat. For as the God of Peace and Order, 
will Reconcile AN Things in Heaven, and Earth by Chrift, even by Chriſt 
to Himſelf ; So will He Reconcile them All oneto another; Yea the 
yery Elements , and moſt Inſenlible Creatures, the Heavens ſhall Hear 
the Earth, and the Earth all, that is ujun it , and the Stones of the 
Field ſhall be in the Covenant, and League of Amity, that ſhall not be 
Violated, Infringed, or Diffolved; And all this we Pray for in the 
Higheſt Sence of this Prayer; which muſt needs therefore be, be- 
caule theſe are the Higheſt Expreſſions of Scripture , concerning this 
Forgiveneſi ſo ULniverial; And therefore they muſt be within the 
Prayer , the Great Mediator hath Taught; And therefore It muſt 
needs be the Prayer of the Kingdom, when there ſhall be no Hurting, 
or Deſtroying in all the FHoly Mountain of God; For Knowleds 

God and of Chriſt ſhall Cover the Earth , as the Waters do the 
ea. 


Ler us now move on to the $ixth Petition ; Lead us not into Temp- 
zation : And here again I Premiſe, 1 Derogate nothing from the 
Holy, Wiſe , Serious , and Sprritual Diſcourſes upon the General 
Sence of the Words, Lead us not into Temptation. Bur ſeeing the 
Fundamental Rule I have laid Down in the Expounding this Pray- 
er is, that it takes in the W hole Sence of Scripture, ſo far as it can 
Fall into Prayer, and eſpecially the Higheſt Sence of it; whatever 
we can find to be the Higheſt Sence of Scripture Concerning Freedom 
from Temptation , muſt necds be alfo the Higheſt Sence of this Pe- 
tition, 

Now the Higheſt Freedom from Temptation, the Scripture declares 
to us, muſt lie inthe Conſidering the things wherein the Power of 
Temptation ſtands, and finding the Door, as I may ſo Speak, ſhut 
upon them all; That we cannot Enter into Temptation , and ſo not 
be Led into it. And there are theſe Four things Conſpiring in 
Temptation: . 


1. T here 
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7. There is that, either Weakneſs, Unconfirmednefs, and Lap- 
fibiliry, that was in Adam before his Fall; or that Inward Luſt in 
Depraved, Corrupted Humane Nature, of which a Man is drawn a- 
pay, and enticed, when He is Tempted. And without one of T hele, 
no Temptation can take, bur as Chriſt ſpeaks, The Prince of this World 
comes, and i.ath nothing in me. 

2. There 1s that Pabulum the Food and Fewel of Temptation, by 
way of Objett ; and that is, AU that zs in the World, the Luſt of the 
Fl:ſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. T his State of the 
World made Subjett to Vanity, and in Bondage to Corruption is dif- 
pos'd, and prepar'dto draw out the Luſt of Mar's Fleſh in Senſuality.; 
the Luft of the Eye in coveting the Appearance of Riches, Splendor 
or Glory ; or the inward Pride, and ſwelling of Conceit and kma- 


ginatzon, that ariſes from any of thefe things, come-into our Er- - 


joyment and Pofleſſion ; without which Humane Temptation would be 
incficCtual. 

3+ There is the mighty Agent and Efficient of Temptation, the 
Devil, and Sathan, the Old Serpent, the Lyar from the Beginning, whe 
is therefore call'd The Tempter 3 without whom the higheſt Notion 
of Temptation would ceaſe ; and All Sin would be only that Ebulli- 
tion, or Riſing up of Luſt within, which the Apoſtle Zames, ſpeaking 
More Generally ,and Improperly,calls Temptation; And together with 
him, are tobe accounted AY Wicked Men, his Seed : And even Good 
Men Adted by him, are called Sathan, as Peter by Chriſt, when he 
ſpake, as it were, from him. | 

4 There is the Supreme, Holy. Righteous Fudge, Governour and Over- 
ruler of Temptation, who cannot be Tempted of Ell, neither Tempteth 
he any Man ; Yer He is faid to Lead into Temptation, when He permits 


us tO enter into Temptation ; And if he Leaves us in it, we Fall, and - 


plunge down into it : Burt when he ſupports us in it, we overcome 
and bear up aloftand above it : And this Temptation he ſuffered at 
firſt upon Man, before Confirmation by the Second Adam; and then he 


uffered ir roRuſh out in Greateſt Abundance, and Prevalency, up- 


on that Great Diſloyalry and Diſobedience of his Sin. Thus God et- 


ther prevents, or over-rules through Infinice Grace in the Second A- 
dam, that we either enter not into it, or fall zot in it; and he art laſt 


puts an end to that permiſſive Leading into Tem? tation. oc 
| For when there ſhall be the higheſt and fulleſt Anſwer of chis Pe- 
tztton, Lead us not into Temptation ; there ſhall be ſo high a Confirma- 
tion of the Saints in Holineſs, that God and the Lamb ſhall bc rheir 
Light and Temple, their Tree and Water of Life, that = ſhall Hun- 
ger and Thirſt after any thing elſe no more ; but the Lamb ſhall be at- 
ways Leading them to the Green Paſtures, and to the Fountains of —_— 
Ws y ater, 
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IVater. What then can Temptation find in them, which always ari- 
ſes from Luſt, or Deſire of ſomething that God hath not Thought 
Good for us? As His Servants therefore we ſerve Him, having Hig 
Name in our Foreheads, Prieſts in the Robes waſhedin his Blood, and ſee- 
ing his Face always ; and nothing that Defiles, and makes a Lye, can en- 
ter. How then can there be any Leading into Temptation * And as 
this is the State of the New 7eruſalem above, ſo is that below, as to all 
Aſcertaining Influences : However, there is, asto the Saints below, 
not an Abſolute Incorruption, or Immortality ; yet fo, that whatever doth 
Live, ſhall Live, and they ſhall not Die; For they are Chang'd and Heal 4 
by the Leaves of the Tree of Life, and walk in the Light of the Jeruſa- 
lem above, and drink of the Water of Life freely, above 'Tempration. 

Ard then the Reſtored Creation ſhall be no more in Bondage to Cor- 
7zption, or to Luf, under which it bath ſo long Travail'd and Groan'd, 
a5 under an intollerable Burthen , for then it being deliver'd into the 
Manifeſtation of the Glorious Liberty of the Children of God, Righteouſneſs 
Alene fhall dxe//in it, and make ule of it Alone. It ſhall yield no 
Motion of Delire, nor to any ſuch Motion, but of the Glory of God. 
It ſhall offer nothing, it ſhall receive nothing of the Luſt of the Fleſh, 
the Luſt of the Eye, or the Pride of Life. There ſhall be no more com- 
mitting Adultery with the Love of this World : There ſhall be only a 
moſt Holy and Pure Ule of all the Creatures : So that in this Re- 
gard alſo, there ſhall be no Leading into Temptation. 

That Great Negorzator, and Super-Intendent of Temptation, Sathan, 
ſhall be Seal'd up, and Chair'd, that he ſhall deceive the Nations no more, 
for a 1000 years;and when they are expir'd,he hath the Freedom but 
of oue fruitleſs, unſucceſsful Effort, and that bur for a ſmall moment, 
and he is thrown for ever znto the Lake, to Deceive no more for ever 
Ard Evil Men are conſumed out of the Earth, who joyn with Sathan in 
Tempting : Ard Sinners are 10 more, but in ſuch a State of Death and 
Horror, as not to Tompt, but to be only. an Abhorring of All Fleſh, And 
Good Men being in ſuch a State, that they cannor be Temprted of Exil, 
toneither can they Tempt any. 

Laſily, All this procceds fromthe Infinite Grace of God, and of the 
Lamb, who having their Tabernacle with Men, God ſhall Gather 
his Servants with Everlaſting Loving Kindneſs, ſhall Gather into One 
Head, and ſhall Reconcile AP Things to Himſelf by Him, even by Him; 
and zn and by HimtHfey ſtand Recencil'd, and foreyer Confirm'd in a 
_— State ;, fo that Temptation ſhall no more be permitted by 
Him. 

And this I look upon to be the Expoſition of this Great Petition, 


at its higheſt Elevation. And ſo let us come to the Laſt Petition, But 
deliver ws from all Ewil, 
T his 
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T his Petition, Deliver us from Evil , is by the Conjundfiong ANAa, 
ot But; a Particle, that joyns as a Conjuntion, and yet diſtinguiſhes 
as a Diſcretive, ſo Lincked with the Former; Lead us not ito 1empta- 
tion; that it hath been Generally looked upon, as but One Petitzon: 
But both in Regard of the Relation of the S-p:ezary Number to 
the Kinzdom of Chriſt, And in Regard of the Dit-union of that Diſ- 
cretive Particle I look upon them as Two. And as they are fo joyn- 
cd and diſtinguiſhed, we may be guided by the very Obſervation 
to the Sence. 

For the General Notion of Temptation looks Two Ways ; It looks 
to the Enticemenrc, and Allurements of Pleaſure, or the things we 
deſire; which the Apoſtle calls Luſt; And on the other 11de,Jt looks 
to the Evil of Perſecution, and all kinds of the Fiery Tryal, or Af- 
faction, or what ever in General of Evil we Fear, and fly from; 
$o the Apoſtle calls manifold Temptations, My Brethren, count it all joy, 
when ye fall into divers Temptations. And Bleſſed 5 the Man, that en- 
dureth Temptation ; And God zs Faithful , and will not ſuffer you to be 
Tempted above what you are Able to Bear, meaning of Affliction, but C 
will with the Temptation make you a way of Eſcape. Thus on the Ac- 7 _©2* 
count of Evil, and Fear coming upon them, at the Time of Hzs 
Suffering; Our Lord warns Hzs Apoſtles to Watch, and Pray ; T hat they 
may not Enter into Temptation. | 

Now our Lord having taken care in the Firſt of theſe To Petiti- 
ons, of what Concerns the Smother, and more Oyly part of Tempt.- 
tion, that we ſhould not be Zed into zt3 In this Latter Petition He 
takes Care againſt the Rougher, and mors Formdavie Part, that 
Afﬀrights us, and Scares from that Duty, and Station,” wherein we 
ought to ſtand Faſt, that we might avoid ſuch, or tuch Evils; or 
by Reafon of which we are diſpirited, and Faznt zn cur minds; or 
that by any Impreffion diſfits or diſadvantages, in holding a Clote 
Communion with God, or abates the Honour, or Glory of our *cr- 
vicero Him , Becauſe we want what is neceſſary, for the moſt 7//y- 
ftrious management or it, For we know, that low State of T hinys, 
nat abundant of Evil by way of Punniſhment, or Ailliction, thar 
is in the world, however It may be more Acceptable to God ro Dit. 
cover Sincerity, and other Graces; Yet it Clouds and Darkens the 
Splendor of Religion, and it is not the State, the Holy, Wiſe, and Good 
Creator deſigned things at Firſt for; Nor that They ſhould fo continue, 
_ for a Time His Srength may be thus Mamfeſted in our wet - 
aNeſS. 

So that though, I ſhall not in the Leaſt, Queſtion, bur that the 
Petition may Import deliverance from the Evil of Tempi«tiony While 
Ye ATC 1N the Prelcar State 3, yer on the Heighth, and Elevation of 
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it Intends the Deliverance of the Servants of Chriſt, from atl the 
Diſadvantages upon any Account whatſoever , they Receive, or 
may Receive from All, or any of the various Kinds, or Forms of 
Natural Eils; of thoſe Ezils which we call the Emil of Puniſhment, 
and of Afi#ion in the World:.» hich are to from the want of ſuch 2 
plentifull; and Happy State, that inichtmore Encourage and Raiſe 
our Spirits, and the Honour of the Kingdom of God in this IVorld, 
and that upon theſe Two Accounts. 


rt. Becauſe it cannot agree with the Holineſs, Wiſdom, and Good- 
neſs of God, 12d the Glory of His own Perfection, and Happineſs, 
thar there ſho 1d laſt always ſuch a Dark ſhade upon the Great Fa- 
brick of Things, ſuch a Diſorder and Confufion in His Creation and Go- 
vernment of the World, as we now ſec, But that All ſhould come 
into a State of Perfe&t Light, Peace Order, and Happineſs, as 
that om Himſelf, the only Wiſe, and Happy Potentate 
Dwells. . 

2. Becauſe the Deſcription of rhe Laſt State of Things is ſuch, 
as does declare ſuch a Deliverance from the whole Power of Evil, viz, 
of Afiidtion or Puniſhnent; Both as in the want of Good, and the 
preſſure of Evil, and this we find both in the Prophets, and more 
Fully and together in the Revelation ; For"Rev. 21. 4+ God ſhall wipe 
away all Tears from the Eyes of His Servants, and there ſhall be no mire 
Death, neither Sorrow, nor Crying, neither ſhall there be any more pain ; 
For all the former Things are paſt away. And Chap. 22. 3. There ſhall be 
210 more Curſe; And there is a City of Gold and Pearl;and the Glory of God 
and the Lam) are its ſo Supream Lights, that there ſhall be No need of 
the Sun; and the Tree of Zife with its Twelve Kinds of. Fruit are in 
the Middeſt of iz,and the River of the Water of Life, Clear as Chriſtal Run 
through it, and the Throne of Ged, and of the Lamb, are the never 
Failing Splendor of 2t: 

Now lſccing there is ſuch a State, as this in the Vordof God, how 
can we think it Poſſible, ſo great a Petition of fo great a Prayer thould 
leave it our, that is ſo Admirably prepared to Expreſs it : as this 
Deliver us from Emil, or from the Evil, viz, from the W hole Nature 
of Evil, of the Emil of Miſery, and of Afﬀidtion, andthat Low, Poor, 
Indigent State;wherecin we can ſet out nothing Splendidly for our Cod, 
and in our way of Scrvice, and Honour to Him in His Worſhip 
or in Obedience to His Commands, and Conformity to Himſelf ; 
but we are Enſnared with Fears, Amazed with Terrors, Diſcouraged 
by Want, kept down with Preflures; This is the Ezl in this Petition, 

Our Lerd Teaches us to Pray for Deliverance from, as that Black, and Diſ- 
ma!, and Terrible fide of Temptation. W hich is the Curſe, that ſhall 
>e n0 more in His Kingdom. ; . There 


as the Prayer of the Kingdom, 55 


There now remains only the Conſideration of our Lord's Manner 
of Summing up of this Prayer, which is ſo done, that ic Appears 
with a Threefold AſpeCt, 


1. It looks back upon the whole Prayer, by way of Recolle&ive 
Argument, and Enforcement of it in every part, as it is the Proyer 
of the Kingdom. 

2. It particularly indents and entwines it ſelf with the Laſt Peti- 
tion Deliver us from Evil, as the moſt ſenſible, to us now, Character 
of the Kingdom. 

3. Under the cloſe Conveyance of the Argument, enforcing to 
the hearing of the whole, and every part, and Petition of this Pray- 
er ; it falls intothe Great Doxology of the Kingdom; which however 
itis alwaysdue to God, yet is in its higheſt Senſe, and Elevation the 
Doxology proper to the Kingdom, and which argues this Prayer to be 
the Prayer of the Kingdom. 


The Argument looking back upon the whole Prayer may be un- 
derſtood theſe Three ways : 


x. All theſe Petitions are thus Argued to be well Founded upon 
greateſt Equity, Truth, and Righteouſneſs, in Two Regards. 


1. Such High Defires, and Petitions were moſt Abominable and 
Sacrilegious, if They were not Offered and Addrefſed ro Him, 
who'e is the Power, and the Kingdom, and the G.ory, For All the 
Things delired in this Prayer, He Alone is worthy to be prayed un- 
to for them, whoſe is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, 
even for ever and ever, And it were to make a Godof him, who is 
no God, to offer them by way of Prayer to Any other ; to Make a Falſe 
God,and to cloath him with the Majeſty and Greatneſs that is None of 
His, bur is peculiar to Him, who is God Alone, and there is None be- 
fides Him , There 1s not any Other ; and fo it isaſtrong Bar to 1:- 
vocation of Angels and Saints, for any of the Things laid up in this 
Prayer, which are indeed All things, that act tw the Word 
of God fall into Prayer. To offer them to any other, is both Sa- 
criledge and Idolatry ; and therefore it is fo to pray Religioully to 
Any other, becauſe all Holy Prayer is Treafur'd in them. And they 
were alſo moſt Fooliſh, Vain, and tono purpoſe, to be offer'd to 
any cther, even as if they were offered toa Fly, or a Clod of Earth, 
in compariſon ; who are fo far from being Able to Grant ſuch 
Things, that they cannot in the leaſt underſtand Them. No more 
inthe main, is any Power Able, below His, whoſe isthe ___— 
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the Power, and the Glory, to bring forth theſe Petitions in their Com- 
plement.. 

2. In regard, that He, whoſe is the Kingdom, the Power, and the 
Glory, Will Take to Himſelf hes Great Power, and Reign; Theſe Peti- 
tions are well Grounded, and well Addreſsd ro him. For ſeeing 
the Things are fo high, that though the Kingdom, and the Poxer, 
and the Glory, are always God's, yet Theſe Petitions have not yer 
been Anſwered, nor theſe Great Things come into Effe& : The Pe- 
titions would not be well Grounded, if there were not a Time, He 
would thus Take to himſelf his Great Power, and Reign. For if the 
World continued never ſo long, andthar the Kingdom, and Power, 
and Glery, were in all the Right of them, Gods ; yet theſe Things 
Pray'd for, would, for all that, never be fullfild. So that they muſt 
have been either laid lower, or have been in vain. 

As therefore (as Scripture hath fully declar'd) there is a Time 
God will Take to Himlſelt his Great Power, and Reign ; ſo theſe 
very Petitions are fram'd to ſuch an Altitude, to ſuci a Supreme 
Picch ; And becauſe they cloſe with this as an Argument, That 
God's is the Kingdom, and the Power, and Glory, and that for Erer 
and Ever ; T hey become a ccrtain Afſurance, That theſe Petitions 
are well Grounded, and well Addreſs'd ; and thar though they do 
not Appear ſo yer, in Regard of their being Fullfll'd; yer that they 
ſhall Appear (o at the Time of the Kingdom, and of God's taking to 
Himfelf the Power, and the Glory ; And that certainly there ſhall be 
ſuch a Time, wherein the Kingdom of God ſhall be, and All Theſe 
Things Fullfill'd in 't, 


2. As Theſe Things cannot. be, till the Kingdom be 3 fo on the 0- 
ther {ide, the Kinzdom cannot be, till cheſe Things are. A Kingdom, 
and a Power, and a Glory, God always hath. But this Kinsdom can- 
not Appcar, nor the Power, and the Glory be ſeen to be God's, till 
his Name be Santfified, his Will done, as in Heaven, and upon Earth , 
Till he ſhews his Grace to his Servants, in giving them the Surer- 
ſubſtantial Bread, according to the Day, or in a Perpetuity : Till he Re- 
conciles All ro Himſelf, in Heav:n and Earth, by Him, even by Him;and 
till he ſers wholly free from Temptation, and Delwers from Evi! all the 
Subjects of h7s Kinadoms And All theſe are the Coming of his King- 
dom. 

2. Therefore by the way of ſo Cloſe a Conjun&ion, and Union 
of theſe Two, our Saviour declares this Prayer to be the Prayer of 
the Kingdom; And thatas the Kinzdom is the Great Senſe, Mind and 
Spirit of this Prayer ; ſo that it can never be aright prayed, nor 1s 
beard, 10 as to be Anſwer'd, till this Kingdom come : So that the Kinz- 
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as the Prayer of the Kingdom. 57 
dom ſhall certainly come, in Anſwerto this Prayer, and in Anſwer to 
eyery Pcricion of it: Every Thing in ir thall be done, becauſe 
_ 7s the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, for Ever and 

ver. | 


2, T his Doxology is moſt immediately Linck'd with that Laſt Pe- 
tition, Deliverance from Evil; to ſhew both the Inconliſtency of the 
Divine Kingdom, tn its Glory and Coming with a State of Ez, even of 
the Evil of Afiidtion, Pain, and Miſery : So that it is the Laſt Enemy 
ſubdued, by the Divine Kingdom ;, that is, the Divine Kingdom Alone 
can ſubdue it, and only when it Appears, and not before. But when 
it Appears, it ſhall be perfetly remov'd. And our Lord takes the 
Advantage at thar very Time, and in that Order, to preſs and fol- 
low home the whole by the Argumentative Dexology, For thine ts 
the Kingdom : And therefore T hou art Able, and wilt Delzzer from 
Ewul, by that Kingdom and Power, which is thy on, and at the Ap- 
pearance of thy own Glory. ; 

Fo Under the Doxology conveyed by way of Argument, This is 
to be Acknowledg'd ; That a conſtant Offering up to God in a way 
of Praiſe, and Adoration this Confeſſion; 'T hat, His is the Kingdom, the 
Power, and the Glory; is moſt duc to Him from us, in all our Pray- 
ers and Supplications to him. Bur yetthe higheſt Senſe of this Dozo- 
boy is proper to the Kingdom, and Argues the Prayer to be the Prayer 
of the Kingdom, For ſecing our Lord hath put this Dexology iatoour 
Mouths, That His is the Kingdom; and yet at the ſame Time Teaches 
usto pray, Thy Kingdom come ; It lignifies plainly and neceflarily, 
Tha: it hath not yetſo come, as to Appear to be His : And that His 
7s the Power; and yet at the ſame Time Taught us to pray, Thy Will be 
done, as in Heaven, and upon Earth, in the ſame plain manner he {1g- 


nities, The Power does not yet Appear to be his ; For wherein is 


Power ſeen, but in the having the Willof Him done, who bath that 
Power? Andthat his is the Glory, and yet at the ſame Time Teaches 
us to pray; Sandtified, or Glorified by Thy Name; T his ſhews very ma- 
niteſtly, the Glory zs not His, as it ſhall be. By All This un Ariſes 


clearly to our Notice, That Our Lord __—_— putting this Doxology 


into our Mouths, put a Prophecy into our Mouths; T hat the Tiwe 
is coming, according to the Meaſures Given us in his Word of Pro- 
phecy ; when the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, ſhall in 
full and higheſt Senſe be Aſcrib'd to God; and as at a very pr-ſent 
Time in that fulicſt Senſe ; So that this Doxology of the Prayer Leads 
us to thar, Revel. 4, 11. Thou art worthy, Oh Lord, to Recerve Glory, 
and Honour, and Power; For thou haſt created All Things ; and for thy 


Pleaſure they are and were created, Aud c. 5. 13. And every Gr — 
W i 


"I LS 24 
pl 
47 
$ {44g 

' 

#.;7 
( 1'3 
'] 
to 
, . 
it 
Fw 44 
{44 
nn v4 1 
3 ; - 
iy 
in'& 
| Fx 
4 
v; ' 
i. 

=o 

i 
"5 

wy 

: my 

{4138 
j. vo% 
IS. 1 
i:6l 
: 1. 
4+! 

} 
» bu 
14 
> 
$140 

| ; 
i mn 

145445 
it 

s 

x 
. . 
+4 


<= 0 ge ve Ee OE 
eee eee Ree —ead 


— ——_— 


— 


; 
F 
| 
* 
if 
' 
+ © 
, 
f 
i 
$f 
ih 
Th 
i 
ith 
"> 
Wit +, 
| 
(1 
q 
© 
HRT 
9 
L 
. 
| ' 
. 
\. 
' 
: 
: 
: 
'- 


3 An Expoſition of the Lord*s Prayer, 
which isin Heaven, and on the Earth, and under the Earth, and ſuch as 
are in the Sea, heard 1, ſaying, Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, and Pow- 
er be unto him that ſitteth upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever: C. I. 17, We give Thee Thanks, Oh Lord God Almighty, mhich 
art, and waſt, and art 10 come; becauſe thou haſt taken to thee thy Great 
Power, and haſt Reigned ; and the Nations were Angry, as at a thing nat 
don? before. c. 15. 3. Great and marvellous are thy Works, Lord God At- 
mighty ;, Fuſt and True are thy ways, Oh King of Saints ; Who ſhall nt 
Fear thee, Oh Lord, and Glorifie thy Name ? For thou only art Holy , For 
All Nations ſhall com?, and Worſhip before thee , For thy Judements are 
made manifeÞ, c. 19. 5. Hall-lujab, Salvation, and Glory, and Honour, 
and Power unto the Lord or God; For True and Righteous are his Judgs- 
ments: And a Voice came out of the Throne, Praiſe Our God, All ye his 
Servants, and ye that Fear Him, both Small and Great. And TI heard, as it 
were, the Voic? of a Great Multitude, and as the Voice of many Waters, 
ond 25 the Voice of mighty Thunderings ;, ſaying, Hallelujah ; For the Lord 
God Omnipotent Reigneth, When theſe Great Doxologies come into 
cheir High, and Lofty, and Solemn Sounds, then ſhall this Doxology 
be both tully underſtood and fullfll'd, and not before : And there- 
fore it fhews this Prayer to be the: Prayer of the Kingdom. | 


The Scal of this Prayer, both as tothe Sincerity and Reality of 
our own Deſires, and of our Faith and Hope in God's Gracious An- 
ſwer, and Giving Etfe& to our Prayers, is common to All Prayers, 
and yer moſt peculiar to this Prayer, as the Comprehenſionary Pray- 
er of- all Prayers: And it is Amer ; which bath the Force not only 
of So be 1t, as in other Prayers : but of So Ut zs, or $0 It ſhall be; even 
in this Prayer, Taught by an [nfallible Mater: of Prayer, who calls 
himſelf the Amen: And ſo was, and 1s Able to ſer with higheſt Et- 
ficacy the Amer to his own Prayer. And he will moft certainly 
bring All Things to paſs, according to 1t, even as he is the Amen, 
the Faithful Witneſs, the Beeinning, or mighty Principle, as of the Firſt, 
{o of the New Creation of God. And therefore every Petition of it 
ſhall be Anſwer'd to even every ta ; Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs, bat 
not one 7ota of this Prayer ſhall paſs away, till All be fullfilled. 

And as itthus looks back to the whole Prayer, and every Tots of 
it ; fo it particularly reſpeRs the Dozology, We therefore find, as 
in Harmony with it, in. Two Great Dozologies, this Word, Amen, 
ſet as in Capital Letters, and in moſt exalted Accents, Revel. 5, 14- 
When Every Creature in Heaven and Earth had ſaid, Bl-ſſmg, and Ho- 
our, and Glory, and Power, be to Him that fits 6n the Throne, and to the 
Lamb for ever and ever : T he Four Living Creatures in the moſt ſolemn 


mauner, ſid, Amen, And c. 19 4. Where there had been a 4 
( 


of much People in Heaven ; Saying Allelujah, 8c. The Four and Twenty 
Elders, and the Four Living Creature, Pronounced again in moit 
Sollemn manner, Amen, Allelujah. 

And indeed Amen is a Word moſt Proper, and Peculiar to the 
Kingdom of eſtes Chriſt , when All Prophecy, eventhe whole Myſtery 
of God, as He hath Spoken by all the Prophets, thall be Finiſhed; and 
when All Prayers of Saints Comprehended in this Prayer, which is 
beyond what we can Aske,or Think ; (but as the Spirit helping our Tofir- 
mities with Groans, that are not to be Uttered, makes Interceſjzon for us) 
ſhall be Fully Anſwered, and Fulfilled. So that though Amen be 4 
Common Obſignation of all Prayer; yet it hath a much higher Sence 
in thisPrayer , which Communicartes it to All Prayer Flowing from, 
and Returning into irſelſ; and even the higheſt Sence of the Amer 
to this Prayer is, as it is the Prayer of the Kingdom, and is Fulfilled 
in the Doxologtes of the Kingdom , and of the Poxer, and of the 
Glory, which that Kingdom ſhall Produce: So. that eyen this. 
however Common Amen of All Prayer, Expounded into its 
Full Sence, as ſet to this Prayer is alſo a Proof to us; This 


Prayer is the Prayer of the Kingdom , a Prayer with a Supream 4- 


men, Peculiar to it; 


Obje&. If any ſhould fay, why is it then together with the Doz-- 


ology wholy Omitted in the Goſpel of Sr, Luke ? and then- Eſpeci- 
ally, when 7eſus Chriſt , the Meſſiah, the Prince, Taught His Dij- 
ciples to Pray, as John the Fore-Runner, Taught his Diſciples ; 
and where allo, if any where, He Commands the uſe of ir, as a 
Form? 


Anſr. 1 can underſtand no Reaſon, but according. to what 


hath been already Intimated ; T bar Our Lord might ſhew, He did 
in neither Place Intend a Rigid Ferm ; and leaſt of All, where ir 
might be moſt Colle&ted from His Words, He did Intind a Form as in 
the Evangeliſt Luke ; yet here the Prayer Ariſes leaſt ro a Form, being 
without the Doxology or the Amen: And that therefore we might 
been gaged upon that Rule of Praying after the manner of this Prayer, 
as it is Exponnded to u$in the whole Word of ot; And Eſpecially 
in the Word, as it is moſt peculiarly the Word of the Kingdom; And 
particalarly according to the manner of this Prayer, as given before 


y our Lord, according to the Evangeliſt Matthew ; where we have the 


Doxology, and the Amen. And therefore to make Formal Repetition 
of the Prayer, as in Luke ; without the D-xology, and Amen , as in 
Matthew , is a Groſs Offence againſt that Precept of our Lords in Mat- 


thew, Pray after this manner, Extending to the Doaslogy, and Con-- 
clufion, , 


as the Prayer of the Kingdom. 59 
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Cluſion, as much as to -m part of the Prayer; and is by Conſequence 


to be joyned to it in Luke, where the Repetition of it is fo Gizex 
asto make both One, . 


Let us now make a Review upon the whole Prayer, and behold 
the Order of it, as Ir is the Prayer of the Kingdom; And Firſt 
Our Father, Who is now in the Heavens, will Rend, and Bow the 
Heavens ;, And they ſhall open to Him, as He Deſcends 1n Feſus Chriſt, 
the only Begotten Son; and Receives his whole Adoption, made Con- 
formable to the Image of vis Son' in His Saints of the Firſt Reſurredfion, 
who put on Incorruption ; and the Samnts Living Remaining, Changed, 
And the Creatures alſo waiting for the Manifeſtation of the Son of Gad 
are Delivered from the Bondage of Corruption into the Glorious Liberty of 
the Son, of God ; And fo He Appears the Father of Heaven and Earth 
as the Father of Chriſt, of whom the Whole Family of Heaven and 
Earth is Called ; So the IVhole Creation is Filled with His Glory , 
which is the Sandfification , or Glorification of His Name, by Eim- 
elf. 
diets, even together with this Appearance of Hz Kin- 
dim, comes in the Univerſal Holineſs of Zehovah, Written on the 
Forheads of His Servants, Serving Him; which is His Will done, by 
His Saints in the New Heaven above, and the New Earth be- 
low; and His Enemics Crouching Down at the Feet-Stool of Hig 
Feet. 

Hereupen follows the Marriage Supper of the Lamb; and the Eating, 
and Drinking,at His Table in His Kingdom ; that 1s3 the Full Communt- 
on, with Chriſt the Bread of Life , the Super-Subſtantial Bread , in a 
Conſtant Uninterrupred Yeſterday, and to Day, the ſame For 
ever. 

At this Supper, as ſo Great a Fefival for it, There is an Uni- 
verſal Reconcilzatzon of God by Chriſt, and of all the Saints, one 
with another; and of the whole Reſtored Creation , even thoſe 
Parts , which ſeem'd moſt at Enmity; which is the Univerſal For- 


giveneſs , as we are Forgiven; and a Perfe& State of Righteouſneſs 


and Peace in the New Jeruſalem, that there can be no New Offen- 


ces, under our Great Melchiſedeck , King of Righteouſneſs, King of 


Peace. « 


And the Serpent, and his Seed at the Foot-Stool of Chriſt, Eat Duft, 
and cannot , ſo much, as Repaſt upon Temptation ; For there ſhall 
be none; And atthe ſame Time, the whole Curſe is Remooved; So 
that. Sorrow and Sihgthing Flee away, and are Remembred no more, not 
come into Mind. Th 

1s 
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This Univerſal State of Glory Flows from the Univerſal Domini- 
on, and Kingdom ef God, and therefore, it 1s Thundered out with E- 
verlaſting Hallelujahs; T he Lord God; Omnipotent Reigns ; Reſounded, 
and Seal'd with a never Ending Amen, 

Thus Our Lord hath given this All Comprehenfive Prayer from, 
and According to the very Firſt Beginning of His Kimgdom in 
the Preaching , and Power of His Goſpel, all along upon the 
_—_ of His Seryants; unto, and untill His Kingdom in it's 

ory. 

To this Purpoſe He hath with a Divine Wiſdome drawn the Whole 
Counſel of God in His Word within it ; Sothat to Pray aſter this manner 
is to Pray according to the whole Scope of Scripture, Underſtand- 
ingly Referred to every Petitzon ; Bur Eſpecially with an Eye to the 
Glorious, and Mluſtricus Appearance of Hrs Kingdom , Concerning 
which I would Appeal to All ; whether theſe things are not the 
Highe Flights of Prayer, and moſt worthy to be the Higheſt Sence 
of the Prayer, Our Lord Taught. 

The very Form is no further preſcribed, bur that our Rule for 
the Frame of our Prayers ſhould irom hence be underſtood ; Thar 
we ought not to Compoſe Our Prayers to a Superſtitious much Speak- 
Ing, Or to Repetition for Repet-tions or much ſpeaking ſake, nor with the 
Artifices of Feigned, and yet Blind Devotion according to Innu- 
merable Formalities. 

The Servants of God Praying according to this Whole Counſel of 
God in Hzs Word, Pray into , and within this Prayer ; For their 
Prayers are, as it were, Drawn within this Element of Pray- 
" And when they ſo Pray, they do indeed ſay, Our Fa- 
ther, &C. 

The Interceſſion of Chriſt Overſhaddows, Reccives, and Preſerves 
all Prayers according to Hzs Ford, as it they Fell into the very 
Words of this Prayer; ſo that they are all within Gods Gractors 
Acceptance , and Remembrance, even as this very Prayer of Chrif, 
which in Subſtance they arc; and ſhall have bekides the Preſ-nr 
a Full Anſwer in the Glorious Kingdom of Jeſus Chriit; and they 
-= all Bound up within that Great Jntercefory Prayer of Chriſt, 

014 17s 

But Sage of the Various States of the Church, and of the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt, the Various Degrees of Light, and Opporrunities 
of Knowleds; Their Prayers have been of a very different Elevatt- 
on, or Raiſcdneſs of Apprehenſion, Faith and defire with Re'ation 
rothe Conncel of God in his Word for Prayer, acco:ding to this Prayer; 
There are Three Expedicuts of Divine Grace, as Helps in this 
Grezt Concernment. 

R x. There 


62 An Expoſition of the Lord®s Prayer, 

7+ There is ſuch an Unexpreſſible Concatenation, or Lincking 
all Parts of the Divine Kingdom; that what ever Saint of Chriſt 1s 
fincerly poſſeſſed with any one Principle of it , and Prays accord- 
izgtoit, It Allies Him to the Fhole ; and it ſhall Lead Him into 
All, ſo far as is neceflary to His Meaſure, His Stature in Chrift , and 
it ſhall Unice Ai Prayer, with this Prayer of Chrif, according to 
His Degree of Prayer in it; For even in Prayer one Saint differs from ano- 
ther Saint in Glory : Yet tnis ought not to ſtraiten, or Abate, bur 
even to Excite the Weakeſt Sainrzand to Encourage him to Endea- 
vour an Attainment of the Full Aſſurance of Underſtanding in the 
Myſtery of Ged, and of the Father, and of Chriſt, andin Prayer, accord- 
ing to the whole YYord of God, with as Particular a ReſpeCt,as may 
be to this Prayer. ; 

2: Becauſe the-Church of Chriſt hath not as yet, in any Age Riſen, 
but very Little to the Heighth of this Prayer of the Kinedom ; 
And Few Saints in Compariſon Arttaind ir; The Spirit of God 
hath Helzed them with Inward Grones , which they could not 
Articulate , or Utter; And ſo Proportionably in all the. Ab- 
ſolutely Necefſary Points of This Prayer according to the 
PVord of God, wherein their Knowledg hath been Low , or Want- 


ing. 

3. The Tnterceſion of Chrift Receives the Prayers of All, who 
Sincerely Pray within this Prayer; And the Interceſſron of the 
Spirit Joyned with ir makes their Prayer Effteual ; Though 
They are not Enlarged in the Sprratual Underſtanding of this 
Prayer in its Heishth , and Depth , in its Breadth, and Length. 

4. God is pleaſed ro Underſtan His Children in their Weak Cries, 
Adba Father , and in their Loweſt Underſtanding of His FYord in 
this Prayer ; and to know the Mind of His Spirit making Interceſſion 
according to His V/ill;, And He knows how to Give them the Beſi 
Things above any Earthly Parents, even the Kingdom of Chriſt, which 
they Ask, Seek, and Knock for, above their own Underſtanding; 
For He Znterprets His own Spirit by a Word of theirs into its High 
Sences; So that they having the firſt Fruits of the Spirit Groan for 
that Kingdom, and the Large Efſuſttons of that Spirit init, Andſo 
cry to Him Night and Day,and God hears them ſpeedily,that is in the very 
p-oper Times of the Kingdom of Chriſt ; And that Kingdom comes. 

And thus this Prayer otherwiſe yery hard to be Underſtood in its 
deſign,even by a Thinking, Conſidering Chriſtian, is one of the moſt 
Stupendious Mirrors of the Y/:ſdom and Grace of the Goſpel of Zeſus 
Chriſt; and with open Face ſhews the Glory of Chri; though as yet, 
bur in a Glaſs; cill in the Kingdom we ſee All, Face to Face, 


Let 
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Let now ſome bricf Inferential RefleRions conclude the whole. 


Tnfer. 1. How profound, and hidden is the Judgment of God up- 
on the Antichriftian World, which ſo contrary to the Literal and 
Expreſs Intendment of our Lord in this Prayer, againſt Heathenifh Re- 
petztions in Prayer, ſhould even Burleſque it; not only by vain Repet: - 
tions, but by offering to God, as in Sacrifice, theſe Repetitions, by 
Tale, and by Number of Beads ? And All this in a ſtrange Lan- 
guage, as if they hop'd to be heard for their much ſpeaking, and their 
meer ſpeaking. Well ſaid the Divine Spirit by our Lord , As the Heathen 
do: For they proclaim aloud, They arc the Gentiles, that T read 
the Outward Court of the Chriſtian Prafeſſion under Foot, and have done 
ſo for near theſe 1260. Nears, now within Fiye at an End, Revel,11, 


Infer. 2. Too near Them do the Ignorant and Carnal Proteſtants 
approach ; Proteſtants _ call Themfelyes; who yer knowing no- 
thing of the Scriptures, of the Power of God, or of his Wiſdom,” in Re- 
lation to thisPrayer , hope yet to be accepted by Formal Repetitions 
of it : Theſe, however they Name themſelves, are but in the Out- 
pard Court, where thoſe very Gentiles are, laſt ſpoken of; and which 
is Trodden under Foot by boſe Gentiles. And though theſe Proteſtants, 
as they are in a General Courſe of Charity, Call'd; do not Tread 
under Foot that Court, in the Groſs Heatheniſh manner, the Other dc; 
yet they are in no better a State, than to be in the Outward Court or 
the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, ſo Trodden under Foot by Gentiles ; which 
is a very dangerous State. 


tafer. 3. Seeing this Prater is ſuch an Admirable Foundation of 
Prayer, both as to Matter and Form, which the Supreme Maſter- Build- 
er hath Laid ; Let every one take heed, how he builds upon it in Prayer , 
For if he lay upon it Gold, Silver, Precious Stones; that 15, truly _ 
al, ' Scriptural Prayer and Praiſes ; his Building ſhall endure. But if 
Hay, Stubble, Wood, either asto Matter, or Form, or Repetition of this 
Prayer it ſelf; He himſelf, if he hold the Foundation of Prayer, as it 
is laid in this Prayer, He himſelf ſhall be ſaved, but ſo as by Fire ; For 
His Work will be Loft; The Day will burnit up, 1 Cor. 3. 11. 


Infer, 4. It is very Admirable, how Chriſt hath put a YYVord, a 
Prayer, even into the Mouth of Balaam, and thoſe that Hold his Do- 
frize, even big with their own Doom, and with that Kzngdom, 
which will ſhatter their Foundation, and ſmite their Corners. This 
is the Prayer of the Church, the Chaſte Bride , which ſays, 


Come 


Eero IE SAGE eee - 
—_ 
« 
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Come ;, but the Falſe Adulterous Church, the Whore, and her Children, 
ſhall find it, as the Fealouſie-Water, to the proſtituted YYVife ; which be- 
ing conveyed, as in a Sacrifice, ſhall make the Bely to ſwell, and the 
Thigh to Rot ; That is, All ſuch ſhall be utterly conſun'd, and become 
a Curſe in the Earth, by this very Prayer, Numb. 5. 21. | 


Infer. 5, This Great Duty of Prayer muſt be ſo underſtood, confi- 
der'd, and ſpiritually managed by ſuch ſaving Knowledge, ſincere 
Faith and Repentance; that all our Prayers may fall within this 
Great Prayer ; and ſo wichin the Interceſſron of the Great Medzator, 
whoſe Prayer it is; within the nterceſſton of the. Spirit within us, and 
ſo within the Acceptance of Gad , as a Father Giving the Beſt 
Thines, his Spirit, his Kingdom, to them that Askhimz who, when 
'T hey Pray, dotruly fay, Abba Father, or Our Father. Elfe this Pray- 
er will beas Dangerous as the Gogpel, when it is a Dead Sawour, and fo 
unto Death z and as the Lord's Supper, Eaten and Drunk unworthily, which 
is an Eating and Drinking unto Judgment. So this Prayer will turn unto 
Sin unto us, and be a Sacrifice of Abomination, having not its due Ac- 
ceptance with God, nor ſanfitying Effte&t upon our Hearts. 


Infer, 6. ThisPrayer of Jeſus Chriſt is ſo wonderſully made. that it 
ought to be underſtood, to be prayed by the whole YVYord of God en- 
lightning it; which is the beſt Comment , or Expoſition upon 
it; And the Spirit of the YV/ord of God is the Spirit of this Prayer. Ac- 
cording to which Word of God, if we do pray, our Prayers {lide into 
it, as the Rivers into the Sea, and find ſecret and inſenſible- Paths into 
it. Although we do not uſe the Form, yet when we pray according 
to the Hord of God, we ſhall ſay, Our Father, 8&c. And if we ule the 
Form never ſo often. if we have not rhe Spirit of this Prayer, the Word 
of God mixed with Faithinthe Heart ; It becomes as an Empty Inefh- 
cacious Form firlt, and then a Condemnation out of our own Mouths. 


Tifer. 7. This teaches us the True Way and Method of magnify- 
ing this Prayer ; not by multiplied Reperztzons, ſo contrary to the ve- 
ry Deſign of it ; not by a Great Appearance of Deyotion in the 
ſaying of it, as the moſt Abſolute and Comprehenſive Form of Words, as 
Men Love to ſpeak. An Intelle&ual Derivation from it, and Re- 
lating the whole Word of God to it is the Trucſt Honour of ic. And 
if we have ſo Deriv'd from it, and Related to it in our Prayers; the 
Concluſfton of our Prayers, by a bare Reperition, cannot equal that 
Foregoing uſe of it; but is even unneceſſary, if not ſuper/luowus and 
ſuperſtitious ; except enlarged Underſtanding , Zeal , and inflamed 
Attc&tion inſpire that Reperition, n 

or 
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For I would Appeal to Any Man of Reaſon, and Wiſdom; 
When he hath offered to Men the Exercitation of that Wiſdom, 
and Reaſon, God hath Given to him, by Diſcourſe, or Writing; 
W hich, he thinks, does the-Greateſt Honour to it ? He who under- 


ſtandingly Digeſts .and Diſcourſes out of that, which he hath of- 


fer'd, and makes ſubſtantial References thereunto, and draws-the 
Senſe of it into his own proper-Diſcourſes or Writings, though 
with little or no Repet:tion ? or he that makes, what he hatch ſaid, a 
Form, without-Rational enlargement upon it ? Ir 1s caſte to know, 
which he wouid prefer ; Even fo it is eaſic to judge, who is moſt 
Acceptable to our Great, Wiſe, Holy, and Spiritual Maſter, in this 
Prayer ; He that Complements his Prayer by many Interlineations of 
bare Repetition of the Form; or he, who in an Abundance of Spi- 
ritual VViſdom and Underſtanding, prays according.to hiswhole Goſpel, 
compriz'd in that Prayer ? 


Tnfer. 8. Hereby we come to underſtand, what Place Prayer may 
yet have, although Our Lord tells us, Our Heavenly Father knows what 
Things we have need of, before we ask him ;, For it might ſeem in ſtrit- 
neſs, thai All Prayer , yea, cven the lingle uſe of this Prayer, were 
taken away, and cut off by this urdoubted Principle ; that our 
Father knows before-hand ; yea. and hath alſo determined before- 
hand, whatto give. us ; as he hath alſotaught us in this Prayer, what 
to 45h, What a Formality then may All Prayer, or even this Pray- 
er, ſeemto be, when it is oftered to him,who can neither be informd 
norchang'd ? Not inform'd; For he knows both our State and De- 
ſires, our Wants, and Natural Cravings, before we have dreſsd 
them up inthe Formality of Prayers ; And he cannot bechang'd, 
becauſe he hath alſo Reſolv'd, what is moſtconvenient co our State, 
with Relation to that Supreme End, his on Glory, before we Ask 
Hm. | 

But when we conſider the YVYord of God, as the Great Treaſury 
of his Counſels, concerning every particular Perſon, and their Caſe; 
and concerning his Church and Kingdom in General; and that Chriſt's 
Drawing theſe into Prayer muſt needs be the Great Rule of Prayer. 
We may then underſtand the Reaſon of this Prayer of our Lord ; 
Becauſe we know not how, with certainty, to draw out, and with a 
= Ballance, to weigh out the Grand Principles and Meaſures of 

rayersand Deſires;OQur Lord hath given us this Beam in this Pray- 
er: And becauſe He knew, Thoſe very Principles of Prayer can Re- 
ceive their True, and Full Anſwer only in his Kingdom ; He hath 
therefore made his Kingdom the Load-Star of it. Thus All Things 
are made conformable tothe YVill of God in this Our Lorets Prayer, as 
the Prayer of the Kingdom. S Fut 
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But ſtill Ir may be ſaid, why any Prayer at All 2 God knows All 
theſe Things before, and hath Reſolved them, They being All His 
own Counſels : So He needs neither to be Informed , nor Moov'd; 
or if for any Reaſon, Thingsoughtto be humbly Repreſented to God. 
what need any other Prayer but this Prayer only, Taught by ou: 
Lord F:ſus Chrit? who thus certainly knew the Mind of Ged , 
and hatly pur that Mind into fuch Words, as will be moſt Accepra- 
ble. 

The Anſwer is; Prayer in the great Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of 
God is Ordeind a Tye of Commumon, and Gracious Indearmenr: 
erwixt our God and us; I hat we by His Word Inſtruced, in the 
Counſeils of Grace, of Mercy, of Holineſs, and Wiſdom, for the Eterna! 
Glory of bis Courch, and Saints in General; and of our ſelves in Par- 
zicular; and in all outward T hings fo far, as are Neceſſary herc- 
unto ; and Influenced by His Szirir, and Excited by our particular 
Neceſfities , might with Earneſtnels Remonſtrate His own Ceunſels; 
our Rearts and AﬀeCtions being every way prepared, and diſpoſed 
thereunto: And God Gractouſly giving, and bringing things to 
paſs, as at our Dzfres and Petitions, Oh how great is the Indear- 
ment ? As David ſays, 1 will Love the Lord, becaufe he bath Heard my 
Supplication, He Inclined to me, and heard my Cry, and upon this Ac- 
count, 7 mill call up na Him, as long, as I Live, And becauſe Prayer 
is according to Hz on Counſels, and thus prepared to the indearing 
our Hearts to God; Therefore he Stiles Himjelf a God bearing 
Prayers, that to him ail Fleſh may come, And He is mgh tothem, that call 
uton hin:, that call upon Hin in Truth. He will fullfll the Deſire of 
them that Fear Him, He alſo will hear their Cry, and ſave them : 
And they that thus Hope in His Mercy, more then in all Created 
T eggs, He takes Pleaſure in, as thoſe that will be moſt Mooy'd to 
Fear and Love Him. | 

But it may be ſtill Urged. Either che giving of this Prayer may 
Excuſe our Looking into the YYord, and we may be molt ſecure 
in praying thes Prayer only, as mclt certainly according tothe YYVeord; 
cr thi; Prayer can do us no Seryice ; For {till our bulineſs is to Look 
into all the YYord of Ged ,, and then hovr are ve helped by this 


rFrayr? 

To this, the Anſwer Licsin Iwo Things, giving account of 
the Reaſon of this Praver Taught by Chriſt, notwitnſtanding i: 
is our Duty, to Look into the W hole YV/Y/ord, and to Pray thrs Pray- 
er according to it; with the moſt Enlarged Underſtandings, Aﬀec- 
1012s and Expreſſions. 

1. This Prayer and the Several Petitionsof it areas Sea-Marks and 
Land-Marks, in the yalt Compaſs and Ocean of the YV/urd -4 So 
Guiding 


as the Prayer of the Kingdom.” 6L 


Guiding us to the Great Fundamentals of Prayer, and ſetting Juſt 
and Due Bounds to us therein. 

2. It does Eſpecially Winde up onr Hearts, Thoughts, and 
Aﬀe&ion in a'l Spirituall YVYiſlome and Prudence, and IntelleQu- 
al. Sence to the Kingdom of Feſus Chriſt, when it 1s Fully under- 
ſtood; (as I have now made our,) and which is thehigheſt Flight of 
Prayer. 

pe ſceing, iris only thus, as I have ſhewn,to be uſed; even when 
it is Repeated ; and not by way of meer Form, and Languid Re- 
petition ;, It ſhews the Neceffity of the ord of God, dwelling Richly in 
s.in all VViſdom ;, that we may without ſuch Forbidden Repetition ; or 
Thinking to be heard for our much Speaking ; Continue in Prayer, and 
Abound therem with Thankſgiving : And it we make the Repetition of 
this Prayer only to Sum upour Prayers; To do it, when we find 
our hearts Enflamed, and Running out of Choiſe intotheſe Words, 
with moſt Elarged Uuderſtandings, and AﬀeRtions. 

And this is indeed an Admirable Communion with God in Prayer ; 
and frees it from the Ignorance of a Blind Devorion, and from al! 
the Fopperics of Superſtition, or the poſſible Unreafonableneſs of 
Thinking to infozm,or Change God ; And it ſhews us, Prayer zs nst 
for God, asif He any way wanted it 3 But it 1s for us,to Conform us 
to God, and to the higheſt Confpiring with His Will, with His 
Glory; and to draw up the Faith, Loye,Obedience, Reyerence, and 
higheſt Honour of our Spirits upon Him. And ſo we Obſerve - 
the True Ends of our Lords giving this Prayer in our either Pray- 
ing according to it, out of the whole Word of God, or makinga + 
Recital of it; as we find our hearts carried on lo to Recite it at 
Some Time, morc than Another, and not ina Ritual maner. -. 


Tnfer. g. Secing the Kingdom of God , and the Righteouſneſs of it 
the Peace and Glory of Chriſt is the higheſt Counſel of God, for the 
Glery of God, and of bis Saints, and even for the Glory and Hap- 
pineſs of His Creation; Therefore This muſt needs be the higheſt 
Point of Prayer, and therefore this Prayer, the Standard and Ex- 
amplar of Prayer; In this then. we according to the Nature, and. 
Duty of Prayer ſhould Conſpire with the Counſel of God, and Cry, 
Day, and Night to Him for it; But alafs, as Chriſt taid, when the 
San of Man Comes, ſhall He find Faith on the Earth ? Even thoſezwio 
Continually Roll over this Prayer by AﬀeCted Repctirion, leaſt pene- 
trate, andEnter into the Sence of it; in their Eyes. and hearts upoa 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, as it is Intended, and deſigned in it : And e- 
ven thoſe, who have underſtood,and defire'd it more, yer have un” 
derſtogd it only in the General notions of rhe Coming of Chriſi to 7adg- 
ment, and of the Reſurredtion, This 
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T his hath been the Slumber of the Apoſtacy upon the Chriſtian World ; 
even upon the YViſe Yirgins, ſo that the Comming of Chriſt will be 
2 Surprize upon them 3; T har. is; His Ceommingin another ſort of a 
Kingdom, then they expett:d in their Slumber, and in the Time of 
the Bridegrooms Delay; Y et notwithſtanding, All that are indeed YViſe, 
who have Oyl in their Yeſels, and not in their I amps only ; that is, 


' Grace in therr Hearts N nor in Profeſſton only , ſhall £0 with Chriſt 


zn tothe Wedding , Although in this true.Explained Notion of Hrs 


Kingdom, He will not,when He Cometh, Find Faith on Earth : 


Bur it is very Obſervable, that tho this Prayer hath not been A- 
wakenedly Underſtood, as is ought to be; Yet by the Secret Gui- 


dance of Providence, and Government of the Church, Either the Form 


of thzs Prayer hath ſo Prevaled in the Church of Chriſt; Or the Sence 
of the Kingdom of Chriſt in the General, and Vercual; or in the Par- 
ticalar and more Expreſs Notions of it according to the Goſpel of the 
Kingdom have ſo derived from, and Fallen into this Prayer ; that 
there hath been always a Generation of the Sincere Servants of God, 
end of Chriſt, that have Crycd to Him Day and Night, for His King- 
dom, and according to this Praayer, 


Infer, To. However ; The Foundation of God Remaineth Sure : n this 
Kingdom, T he Promiſes of God are YNea,and Amen ; And in this Prayer, 


'To, the Kingdom of Chriſt,is the Great and T rue Amen, and Yea of it 


ſet: On which Account, as I have ſaid , 'The Amen of this Prayer 


is of an Elevated Note, .and in, Harmony with All the Promiſes, 


that are Na, and Amen in Him; Therefore, after the declaring 
His Coming in the Clouds, Rev. 1, 17. It is Added, Yea, Amen ; and 
a'ter His own ſaying, When He had Teſtified His Coming in His King- 
dom, in the Four Chapters before, Behold 7 come guickly ; It is Re- 


joyned by His Servants in their Prayers, Comprehended in this 


Prayer; Amen, Yea, Come Lord Jeſus; And therefore it is Certain, 
He will come to His Servants, in and according to this Prayer, Crying 
z0 Him Day and Night, «& T&y« and Taxv; the Conſtant Notice of 
His Kingdom; Speedily, Quickly , Yea, and Amen. A4men, and Yea; 
Even So, Even So, Be It: Let him whois the Amen, the Fatibful 
Witneſs, the Amen of all the Promiſes in His Kingdom Come according 
to the Amenof this Prayer, Comprehending the Prayers of All Saints ; 4- 
men, Tea. Revel. 22,12, 20. 
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